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Rew puts brakes on
dangerous driving

Misawa’s new commander implements crackdown
to keep relations with community Sound eeges

Above: A resident is rescued from an isolated area in
Sanjo, northwestern Japan, on Wednesday. Heavy rains
and flog hit northwestern Japan, leaving at least six
people .

Left: A Japan Self-Defense Forces member carries a
resident through a flooded street in Nagaoka, northern
Japan, as the residents are transferred from a flooded
shelter. At the epicenter of the flooding, in Tochio, 135
miles northwest of Tokyo, 17 inches of rain had fallen in
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Norther Japan floods Kill 6, displace 20,000
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States

U.S. deficit: The government’s
deficit ballooned to $326.6 billion in
the first nine months of the 2004 bud-
get year, according to a snapshot of
U.S. balance sheets released Tuesday
in Washington.

That's more than 20 percent larger than
the $269.7 billion shortfall for the corre-
sponding period last year. For the current
budget year, which began Oct. 1, this spend-
ing has totaled $1.73 trillion, 64 percent
more than the same period a year ago.

Revenues came to $1.40 trillion, 3.5 per-
cent more than the previous year.

Consumer spending: America’s shoppers
had a tight grip on their pocketbooks and
wallets in June, dropping sales at the na-
tion’s retailers by 1.1 percent. It was the
largest decline in 16 months.

The buying retreat, reported Wednesday
by the Commerce Department in Washing-
ton, came after shoppers had splurged in
May. In that month, they pushed merchants’
sales up by a strong 1.4 percent, a showing
that was even better than first estimated a
month ago.

Bad weather and the lingering effects of
high energy prices were blamed for the pull-
back, economists said.

Anthrax i igation: A bi ism ex-

What's new with old

Calif

wildfires: David DeFraene, a U.S. Forest Service firefighter, watches helicopters load-

ed with water Tuesday. Wildfires raged out of control Wednesday in three Southern Califor-

nia counties as crews braced for another day

of 100-degree temperatures. About 17,000

acres of brush and forest have burned in Riverside, Los Angeles and San Diego counties. No
homes were destroyed but dozens have been evacuated.

Labor Department officials said in a report
by the AFL-CIO that “large num-

pert who was named by government authori-
ties as a “person of interest” in the 2001 an-
thrax attacks has sued The New York
Times, saying the newspaper ruined his rep-
utation by pointing to him as the culprit.
Steven J. Hatfill filed the lawsuit Tuesday
in U.S. District Court in Alexandria, Va. He
charged that a series of columns by Pulitzer
Prize-winning columnist Nicholas Kristof
was irresponsible by failing to seek, or re-
jecting, statements of denials from Hatfill.
In several columns in 2002, Kristof fault-
ed the FBI for not actively investigating a
scientist he identified as “Mr. Z.”
Descriptions of the “Mr. Z” were detailed
enough that readers could recognize him as
Hatfill and subsequent columns later identi-
fied him, the complaint states.
Hatfill also has a lawsuit pending against
Attorney General John Ashcroft and other
government authorities.

Overtime rules: Disputing Bush adminis-
tration estimates, a liberal think tank said
Wednesday that new federal rules will re-
move overtime protections for at least 6 mil-
lion U.S. workers.

The study by the Economic Policy Insti-
tute was released a day after three former

bers” of employees entitled to overtime
would no longer get it when the new rules
take effect Aug. 23

World

USS Cole bombing: Five alleged al-Qaida
members accused of plotting the 2000 at-
tack on the American destroyer USS Cole re-
fused Wednesday for a second time to enter
pleas, saying at their high-security trial in
Sam’A, Yemen, that they had yet to speak
with their lawyers.

The court ordered prosecutors of the
bombing that killed 17 U.S. sailors to hand
over case files to the defense and give de-
fense lawyers access to their clients.

In October 2000, two suicide bombers
brought a small boat alongside the destroy-
er as it refueled in Aden harbor. The bomb-
ers detonated explosives stashed aboard
their boat, killing themselves and 17 sailors,
and blasting a huge hole in the destroyer’s
hull.

Flooding in India: An overflowing river
spilled into an Indian city of half a million
people Wednesday, and overnight land-
slides in mountainous Nepal killed more

people, bringing the death toll across South
Asia from monsoon flooding to at least 326.

Even as large areas remained under
water, officials in India worried that too
much rain in the country’s east could mean
a weak monsoon — perhaps a drought— for
the country’s northern and western bread-
basket region, where farmers are still await-
ing rains to sow crops.

The most deaths — 197 — have occurred
in India since the torrential monsoon rains
began in mid-June.

Marcos dictatorship: The Philippine gov-
ernment on Wednesday took steps to seize
$40 million in funds of late dictator Ferdi-
nand Marcos that a U.S. federal judge or-
dered distributed to thousands of Filipino
human rights victims.

Hawaii District Judge Manuel L. Real or-
dered Tuesday that the funds be transferred
from escrow to an account set up by the
court in 1995, when a Honolulu jury award-
ed a class action by 9,539 Filipinos $2 billion
after finding Marcos responsible for summa-
ry executions, disappearances and torture
during his 14-year martial law rule.

The award has grown to $3.7 billion with
interest, but none of the victims has re-
ceived any money.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Rew declares war on bad driving habits

New 35th Fighter Wing chief also planning more war-like training

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Less than
two weeks before Brig. Gen. Bill Rew took
command of the 35th Fighter Wing at Misa-
‘wa in April, a 19-year-old sailor assigned to
the base was involved in a fatal wreck that
killed a Japanese national.

Then in May, a 19-year-old airman collid-
ed with a local driver, killing the woman.
And it almost happened a third time in
June, when a military member from Misa-
wa seriously injured a local woman.

Rew had enough. He swiftly enacted
tougher driving penalties, to include:

M Drivers caught speeding more than 30
kilometers per hour over the posted limit
will lose driving privileges for three months.

W Motorists who receive moving viola-
tions, such as speeding tickets, must take a
defensive driving course within seven days
or fork over their licenses for at least one
week or until they have completed the class.

W Anyone cited for “driving while under
the influence” off base must forgo driving
for one year.

“I remind everybody that driving here at
Misawa is a privilege, it's not a right,” Rew
said, “and so I'm allowed to and will take
away driving privileges.”

At stake, besides the lives of Japanese
and American citizens, is what base lead-
ers call the best military-host nation rela-
tionship in Japan.

“What we do here in Misawa is too im-
portant to Japan, to the Pacific region, to
have these driving incidents put that rela-
tionship in jeopardy,” he said.

Rew said the three crashes resulted
from negligent driving, a combination of
excessive speed and inattention.

Brig. Gen. Bill Rew

Misawa Mayor Shigeyoshi Suzuki knows
that “Americans sometimes have trouble
d(.l)ualmg to the Japanese driving condi-
tions,” Rew said. “He asks us routinely to
make sure our folks are driving slowly.

“If we just slow down, that could solve a
large number of our problems.”

Rew, who joined the Air Force in 1975,
came to Misawa from Shaw Air Force
Base, S.C., where he served as director of
operations, Headquarters 9th Air Force
and U.S. Central Command Air Forces.
This is his second assignment at Misawa.

He’s 46 years old and considers Columbia,
8.C., to be his hometown.

Though he was quick to implement some
tough driving policies, Rew said he “didn’t
come in with a mandate to fix anything.
The wing was in great shape when Gen.
[Dana] Atkins gave it to me and I want to
keep it in great shape.”

The general’s focus, as wing and installa-
tion commander, is twofold, he said: To en-
sure that the wing is able to execute its mis-
sion and that Misawa Air Base continues to
be a fine place to live, work and play.

To the mission, Rew brings real-world
experience. “Prior to coming here, I spent
a great deal of time in the desert in South-
west Asia— Iraq, Afghanistan, Qatar, vari-
ous places,” he said, looking at how “our
airmen are fighting the current war on ter-
rorism.”

Rew said he wants the “Wild Weasels” of
the 35th Fighter Wing to be the best in the
Air Force at their primary mission of de-
stroying surface-to-air missile sites.

But the commander said he’s also com-
mitted to ensunng all of Misawa’s airmen,
from civil engineers to police, are trained
to perform their combat mission at home
and abroad.

The global war on terrorism has
changed the scope of some of those mis-
sions, Rew said. “We have airmen doing
things now that they weren't doing two
years ago in the desert.”

For example, a few years ago the Air
Force’s security forces focused on the de-
fense of bases inside the perimeter, Rew
said. “But as we went into Iraq and Afghan-
istan, and we’re working on bases where
airmen are living with soldiers in a joint en-

vironment, the airmen and soldiers are
loing more of the security operations out-
side the wire.”

Rew recently authorized using wing
funds to help buy a training tool to help
Misawa’s security forces prepare for this
new expeditionary role. They’ll shoot modi-
fied “bullets” with paint — not a real bullet
but not a paint ball, either; they’ll feel the
rounds hit them, Rew said. It will allow
them to train more realistically for convoy
escorts, joint patrols and other deployment
situations.

“It’s something that security forces and
police are just starting to do in the States.
We're trying to lead the way” in the Pacific
Air Forces, he said.

Misawa airmen also will be put to the
test in exercises with more real-world com-
bat scenarios, Rew said, noting the base’s
next Operational Readiness Exercise is
scheduled this fall. The commander said
he’ll have a hand in drawing up the scenari-
os, some of which will be based on his expe-
rience in the desert.

Airmen shouldn’t expect more exercises
during his tenure, but the focus of such
training will change some, he said.

“Exercises are always tough We have to
do them, they’re painful, we always learn a
lot from them and we always get better
from them,” he said.

This year’s budget crunch across Pacific
Air Forces poses some challenges, Rew said.

“I've been in the Air Force long enough
to know that some years the budget is very
strong and others, money goes other plac-
es, all in the Defense Department. This par-
ticular year is a little challenging for us but
we're still able to train and operate.”

E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at: svanj@pstripes.osd.mil

Kitty Hawk holds memorial service
for sailor who fell from building

Cope Thunder to help
pilots hone war skills

BY NANCY MONTGOMERY
AND HANA KUSUMOTO
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — A memorial service for
the USS Kitty Hawk sailor who po-
lice say apparently fell to his
death Saturday from a Yokosuka
apartment building was held
‘Wednesday aboard the carrier.

he service for Stephen Hecht,
20, an E-3 fireman who'd been in
the Navy for about two years, was
not open to the public.

More than 200 sailors, many
from the engineering division
where Hecht worked, gathered
for prayers, eulogies, Bible read-
ings and the playing of taps, said
Lt. Brook DeWalt, Kitty Hawk
spokesman. Friends and col-
leagues also shared their memo-
ries of Hecht, who was described
as a knowledgeable, hard worker
interested in basketball, weight-
lifting and movies and who also
knew how to make people laugh.

“It was a celebration of his
life,” said Cmdr. Mike Schutz,
Kitty Hawk chaplain, “and an op-
portunity to say goodbye. It al-
1ow< his shipmates to grieve for

Hecht from Yuba City, Calif.,
died around 4 p.m. Saturday after
apparently falling from a sev-
enth-floor walkway of a down-
town Yokosuka apartment build-
ing called the Nic Heim Yokosu-

ka Chuo, near the city’s main
train station, Yokosuka police
said.

Police said Wednesday they
have all but ruled out homicide in
the death for several reasons.
Hecht was alone, according to sev-
eral witnesses who saw him short-
ly before he died, and there were
no signs of a struggle or conflict.

Police also said witnesses who
saw Hecht beforehand, including
aman in a barbershop and people
in the Nic Heim elevator, said
Hecht appeared to be highly in-
toxicated.

Hecht was seen going alone into
the apartment building, police
said, although why he did so is un-
clear. Hecht did not live there and
Yokosuka police said they didn’t
know if Hecht was going to visit a
building resident or even whether
he knew anyone

Police said they have no theory
on how Hecht could have fallen
from the walkway, which has a
46-inch-high railing. There was a
“possibility” that he was climbing
on the railing, they said, although
no one reported seeing that.

Yokosuka police said they
doubted Hecht’s death was a sui-
cide because, a spokesman said,
“It is unlikely that a person will
commit suicide while drunk.”

However, studies indicate that
about a third of U.S. suicide vic-
tims had a substantial level of al-
cohol in their systems when they

died, according to the National
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and
rug Information.

Naval Criminal Investigative
Service investigators are conduct-
ing a separate investigation into
Hecht’s death.

“We don't know what hap-
pened yet. Anything else is specu-
lation,” DeWalt said. “We need to
let the investigation take its
course. That’s the bottom line.”

Yokosuka police said one wit-
ness called them to report seeing
a man falling from the building
but that the witness did not see
how it occurred. Police said the
call came around 4 p.m., although
earlier reports say Hecht fell
around 5:30 pm. Hecht was
taken to a local hospital, were he
was pronounced dead.

DeWalt said Hecht was pro-
nounced dead at 7 p.m. but it was
unclear whether he had died at
the scene or the hospital.

An autopsy was scheduled for
Thursday at the base hospital, he
said.

Hecht’s body will be sent home
to California, DeWalt said, escort-
ed by a senior member of Hecht’s
division on the Kitty Hawk.

Hecht is the first Kitty Hawk
sailor to die since November
2001, when a sailor was lost over-
buard DeWalt said.

E-mail Nancy Montgomer
TonGomem@pStpes osdmi
£-mail Hana Kusumoto at:

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

Officials plan to launch Coop-
erative Cope Thunder this
week, the Air Force’s largest
multilateral air-combat exer-
cise in the Pacific.

The annual drill, which was
to begin Thursday and will run
through July 30, is being staged
at Eielson and Elmendorf Air
Force bases in Alaska.

Singapore, Germany, the
United Kingdom, Mongolia,
Canada, Malaysia, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Australia are
among the nations signed up to
take part this year.

e Japan Air Self-Defense
Force also headed to the exer-
cise, is deploying F-15s to the
United States for just the sec-
ond time, said Maj. Eric Hill-
iard, a Sth Air Force spokes-
man. The Indian air force is
sending its fighter aircraft to
‘American soil for the first time,
he added. That country is set to
operate out of Eielson.

About 210 servicemembers
from Kadena Air Base, Okina-
wa, are taking part in the Alas-
ka drill, said Maj. Brenda
Campbell, a Cope Thunder
spokeswoman based at Elmen-

dorf, with 160 headed to Elmen-
dorf for the F-15 maneuvers
and 50 going to Eielson to sup-
port KC-135 refueling mis-
sions. Yokota Air Base, Japan,
is sending a handful of repre-
sentatives.

Cope Thunder simulates the
combat conditions pilots would
face in wartime, Hilliard said.
At the end of each session, mis-
sion evaluators will critique air-
crews.

“Each day will end with a de-
brief conducted by all the per-
sons involved in the day’s fly-
ing events,” Campbell said.
“They are not graded but rath-
er they note what tactics, tech-
niques and procedures they ac-
complished well and what oth-
ers need to be reviewed fur-
ther.”

Cope Thunder gives Air
Force units a chance to sharpen
air combat skills, exchange
air-operations tactics and pro-
mote closer relations among
participating  nations,  she
added.

More than 1,800 people are
attending the exercise, includ-
ing about 680 U.S. servicemem-
bers.
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GAO finds Navy overspending on phone bills

BY LARRY MARGASAK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — First there were mis-
used Pentagon credit cards. Now come mis-
used phones. Investigators say the Navy rou-
tinely paid exorbitant telephone bills, wast-
ed calling plan minutes and couldn’t identify
who made credit card calls from Norfolk,
Va., that in some cases lasted for days.

'he Navy’s management of phone cards
and long-distance plans “creates a fertile en-
vironment for fraud, waste and abuse,” said

The Navy is wasting valuable telephone
money while “families are forced to send
their sons and daughters deployed around
the world calling cards to phone home,” said
Rep. Jan Schakowsky, D-TIL, who requested
the investigation of Navy phone expenses.

That investigation painted a portrait of
shoddy management in which Navy superi-
ors didn’t even know they were paying for
telephone calling cards, and employees on
expensive cell phone calling plans weren't
usmg 98 percem of thenr allowable minutes.
could not de-

the Government Office,
which recently changed its name from the

neral Accounting Office, in an investiga-
tive report.

‘The phone problems are the latest revela-
tions to concern members of Congress, who
already have heard horror stories about Pen-
tagon employees using government credit
cards to make personal purchases at hard-
ware, electronic and lingerie stores, even
strip clubs.

termme whether calling cards were used for
personal long-distance conversations, be-
cause Navy officials who approved the
charges often were unable to identify the
callers.

A Navy spokeswoman, Lt. Amy Gilliland,
said only, “The Navy will review the final re-
port once it is officially released.”

The investigation was limited to a
half-dozen facilities, but the GAO said that

was enough to determine the Navy wasn't
watching its telephone spending with a criti-
cal eye.

For instance:

W One location paid $36,000 over three
years for long distance services that were no
longer needed.

M In addition to wasting unused minutes,
other cellular users cost the Navy $34,000 by
exceeding their allotted monthly minutes.

M Units paid $25,700 for late fees and
other erroneous charges.

'he bill with calls exceeding 24 hours was
found at a computer and telecommunica-
tions facility in Norfolk.

“These calls included 4-day, 10-day and
12-day phone calls, which all originated
from different phone numbers at different
times,” the report said. “The length of these
calls alone should have prompted further in-
vestigation but, because the invoice was
never properly reviewed, the billing errors
went unnoticed” until found by investiga-
tors.

Looking closely at 10 of the calls, inspec-
tors found, “In 7 of the 10 cases ... officials
‘who approved the invoices could nelther pro-
vide us with an explanation for the length of
the calls nor could they provide us with valid
points of contact for the activities responsi-
ble for the calls.”

learned two call
resulted from circuit malfunctions and the
Navy has sought refunds from the vendor,
the report found.

Shared calling cards were especially vul-
nerable to potential fraud, the report said.
An official on the destroyer USS Mitscher
said he gave the same card and personal
identification numbers to several officers as
needed, but lost track of how many had the
information.

On July 6, 2003, users of the card made
189 calls that originated from 12 cities in
five states and Canada. The calls went to 12
countries, totaled 55 hours and cost more
than $5,000.

Troops’ tabby

earns his stripes

The Associated Press

U.S., Japan talk in Calif.
on possible troop moves

BY VINCE LITTLE

ture,” said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Flex

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Staff Sgt. Rick
Bousfield of the 3rd Brigade Combat Team had a mis-

sion: Saving Private Hammer.

Pfc. Hammer is an Iraqi tabby cat the unit adopted
after he was born last fall at a base in Balad, 50 miles

north of Baghdad.

When Bousfield found out his Fort Carson, Colo.,
unit was leaving Iraq in March, he decided he
couldn’t leave a member of his team behind.

“He has been through mortar attacks,” said Bous-
field, a 19-year Army veteran. “He’d jump and get
scared liked the rest of us. He is kind of like one of

our own.”

Pfc. Hammer got his name from the unit that adopt-
ed him, Team Hammer. Soldiers would tuck Ham-
‘mer in their body armor during artillery attacks, and
in return, Hammer chased mice in the mess hall.

The kitten earned his rank after nabbing five mice.

‘When Bousfield learned his unit was going, he sent
an e-mail to Alley Cat Allies, a national clearinghouse
of information on stray cats, asking for help bringing

ammer along.

Cat lA].lles raised $2,500 for Hammer’s shots,
stenluauon paperwork and a plane ride to the Unit-
ed States. Hammer left Iraq with his unit in March,
then flew from Kuwait to San Francisco in cargo
class. He traveled first class with an Alley Cat Allies

volunteer to Denver.

Bousfield met Hammer at the airport.

THE (COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO.) GAZETTE/AP

Hammer, a 10-month-old cat who spent the first
nine months of his life in Iraq, used to ride in a
truck on supply runs with U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Rick
Bousfield, right. When Bousfield returned home, he
brought the cat wif
and daughter Tiffany Bousfield is at center.

im. Sheri Bousfield is at left,

Guam seeks U.S. aid for Tingting damage

The Associated Press

HAGATNA, Guam — The gov-
ernment of Guam is seeking at
least $6 million from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
for damage inflicted on the territo-
ry by Typhoon Tingting late last
month.

Gov. Felix P. Camacho already
has asked President Bush to de-
clare Guam a major disaster area
to expedite federal assistance.

A damage assessment shows
about $4.5 million damage to pub-

lic buildings and facilities, and an
estimated $1.5 million in damage
to residences and businesses.
Only 57 homes were deter-
mined to be destroyed or severely
damaged by wind, water and land-
slides. That number is 116 homes
short of the minimum require-
ment for federal relief funds, but
Camacho said he hopes an excep-
tion will be granted because of
the island’s small population.
Tingting passed over Guam
from June 26 through June 29,

dumping about 20 inches of rain
in just 48 hours. Although Guam
did not experience the intense
wind damage that other typhoons
caused, Tingting did cause flood-
ing and mudslides.

‘Waiting to see what the govern-
ment will do is Henry Simpson,
who lost the hillside beneath sev-
eral of his homes along Cross Is-

d Road.

“It’s going to be very expensive
to fix the problem and I don’t
know what kind of assistance is
going to be available,” he said.

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
US. and Japanese officials are
meeting in San Francisco this
week on a range of topics tied to
the Defense Department’s current
Global Posture Review, said Air
Force Col. Victor Warzinski, a U.S.
Forces Japan spokesman.

The two-day session, which was
to begin Thursday, is the latest in a
series of discussions the two sides
have had in the past 18 months, in
which they've floated ideas about
the potential reorganization and re-
alignment of U.S. forces in Japan.

Warzinski said he doesn’t antici-
pate any decisions to surface at
week’s end.

“This is a continuing consulta-
tion between allies,” he said.

“There are military aspects to
these talks, including force-struc-
ture reviews and security policy on
both sides of the alliance.

“This is part of the normal way
we manage our alliance.”

Richard Lawless, the deputy as-
sistant secretary of defense for
Asian and Pacific affairs, is lead-
ing the U.S. contingent, which in-
cludes Brig. Gen. Tim Larsen, the
USFJ deputy commander, and offi-
cials from the Pentagon and USS.
Pacific Command. Lt. Gen. Tho-
mas Waskow, commander of USFJ
and the Sth Air Force, was not
scheduled to take part, Warzinski
said.

Waskow was

Plexico on Wednesday.

“It would not be conducive to a
frank exchange of views to com-
ment on the content of bilateral
discussions.”

Yasumasa Nagamine, the depu-
ty director general of the Japan
Foreign Ministry’s North Ameri-
can Affairs Bureau, planned to at-
tend the meeting, Kyodo News re-
ported last week.

The Japanese news agency also
reported that the two countries
may discuss shifting U.S. Marines
on Okinawa to Camp Fuji in main-
land Japan and relocating an
Army brigade in Washington state
to Camp Zama.

Warzinski declined to address
those reports, saying the San Fran-
cisco gathering is just another
“brainstorming” session designed
to solidify the alliance’s future.

“You see lots of ideas, but do not
mistake those as fact,” he said.
“Many ideas are just blatantly
wrong. They don’t represent any
firm policies.”

Two objectives are in play at this
week’s bilateral talks, Warzinski
added.

“We want to strengthen and sup-
port our relationship,” he said.
“Japan is a cornerstone of north-
east Asian regional security and
that's something we hope to en-
hance.

“Secondly, both governments
are committed to easing the bur-
den of our presence on Okinawa.

comment Wednesday; Larsen was
en route to San Francisco.

The Pentagon would not com-
ment on the nature of the talks.

“The U.S. and Japan engage in
consultations on a regular basis,
both as part of normal alliance
management and, more recently,
as part of U.S. efforts to realign the
U.S. global force structure and pos-

How we ish that is still a
matter for discussion. No decisions
have been made.”

U.S. officials hope to have pro-
posals ready for presidential re-
view within the next few months,
Warzinski said.

Sandra Jontz contributed to this report
from the Pentagon.

E-mail Vince Little at:
littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

U.S., Rwanda to share info

KIGALI, Rwanda — Senior U.S. and
Rwandan defense officials on Tuesday
signed their first agreement to share intelli-
gence and help train and provide logistical
support to Rwanda’s military for peace-
keeping operations.

Gen. Charles Wald, deputy commander
of the U.S. military’s European Command
for Europe and Africa, signed the agree-
ment with Rwandan Defense Minister Gen.
Marcel Gatsinzi during a visit to the small
central African nation.

“This is about ... normalizing our mili-
tary relations,” Wald said after meeting

Rwandan President Paul Kagame.
Rwanda’s military, among the most
formidable in central Africa, is largely
made up of former rebels who ended the
1994 genocide in Rwanda by ousting a
government of extremists from the Hutu
majority, which the slaugh-

minority Tutsis.

In 1998, Rwanda invaded Congo, spark-
ing a five-year war in Congo that drew in
the armies of six African countries. The
Rwandans accused Congo’s leader, Laurent
Kabila, of supporting Rwandan insurgents
who played a key role in the 1994 genocide.

ter of more than 500,000 people, mostly

From The Associated Press.
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Philippines to withdraw troops from Iraq

Nation moving to meet terrorists’
demands, save life of truck driver

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — The
Philippines said Wednesday it
was withdrawing its small peace-
keeping contingent from Iraq
early to save the life of a kid-
napped truck driver, a dramatic
turnaround by one of Washing-
ton’s biggest backers in the war
on terrorism.

The Southeast Asian country
earlier vowed it would not yield to
pressure to move up its previous-
ly scheduled Aug. 20 withdrawal.

Wednesday’s ~ announcement
was a blow to the U.S.-led interna-
tional contingent in Iraq, already
weakened by Spain’s pullout fol-
lowing the deadly terror attacks
on Madrid’s train system.

U.S. and Australian officials as
well as Iraq’s new interim govern-
ment had expressed Lh:pleaaure
that Manila was even

“What is important now is the
safety of Angelo,” he said in a
statement. “There is a proper
time for debate. Let us give the
government enough time and our
trust. With your support and
unity, we will be able to resolve
this problem with dignity as a na-
tion.”

Dela Cruz’s family, hoping his
release was imminent, celebrated
with a hearty breakfast of fish
and fried chicken in their north-
ern home province of Pampanga.

“We are happy that they are
pulling out the troops already in
exchange for my brother’s free-
dom,” Feliciano dela Cruz said.

Roy Cimatu, Manila’s special
envoy for the Middle East, said
the hostage was reported “alive
and well” by Philippine officials.

“There’s no risk of execution of
Angelo dela Cruz,” Cimatu told
ABS-CBN television in Baghdad.

caving in to the kidnappers’ de-
mand.

Captors holding Filipino truck
driver Angelo dela Cruz said they
would treat him like a prisoner of
war if Manila made a good-faith

no
reaction. U.S. State Department
spokesman Richard Boucher said
Tuesday a pullout would send
“the wrong message” to hos-
tage-takers and that the United
States was continuing talks with

move toward early
and would free him if the pullout
was completed by July 20.

It was unclear when the with-
drawal would be finished.

Vice President Noli di Castro
urged national unity at a time of
crisis.

pp s.

Australian Foreign Minister Al-
exander Downer warned the Phil-
ippine government Wednesday
that all coalition countries in Iraq
would “pay the price” for Ma-
nila’s decision, according to his
spokesman.

Relatives and neighbors cry as they say prayers Tuesday for the safe release of Filipino hostage Angelo dela

Cruz in Mexico, northern Phi

with the clock ticking down, the Philippines plans to withdraw its small peacekeeping force from Irag.

The Iraqi Islamic
Army-Khaled bin Al-Waleed
Corps set a withdrawal deadline
for the Philippines that expired
early Tuesday.

But negotiations continued in
Iraq through intermediaries.

The insurgents told President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo that
dela Cruz, a poor father of eight,
had been moved to the place he
would be killed if she didn’t
change her mind.

The crisis put Arroyo squarely
between domestic concerns and
her previously strong commit-
ment to the United States, the
Philippines’  former  colonial
power.

With Islamic and communist
terror threats of its own, the Phil-
ippines has been relying on Wash-
ington to beef up its poorly armed
military to battle al-Qaida-linked
groups in the restive Muslim
south.

There had been concerns that
government concessions in Iraq
could encourage local Muslim
militants, such as the brutal Abu
Sayyaf group.

Militants tried to pressure
South Korea by kidnapping one of
its citizens in Irag and demand-
ing that Seoul drop plans to de-
ploy 3,000 troops beginning in Au-
gust. South Korea refused, and
the captive was beheaded last
month.
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War is proving political
problem for U.S., allies

BY SONYA ROsS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Iraq
war is not only a major elec-
tion-year problem for the Bush
administration, it is proving a
monumental political pain for
America’s friends.

The Philippine
government Tues-
day said it was
withdrawing  its
Sl-soldier contin-
gent from Iraq
ahead of its sched-
uled Aug. 20 departure to save
the life of a Filipino hostage. Pres-
ident Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
faced the decision under pres-
sure of a disputed election victory

Polynesian Luau: $18.75 ¢ Sat, Jul 24 « 5:15-8 p.m.

MA'OHI NU

POLYNESIAN ENTERTAINMENT

sat, July 24 « 8 p.m. @ O'Club Patio
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that the still has not
conceded while warning of possi-
ble mass protests.

Arroyo’s foreign undersecre-
tary was in Iraq trying to work
out a deal to save hostage Angelo
dela Cruz’s life.

An early departure from the un-
popular war as demanded by the
kidnappers would place the Phil-
ippines on the road out of Iraq
alongside Spain, which left after a
pre-election terrorist attack in
Madrid.

The former U.S. colony also is
bunched as terror targets with

Bulgaria, Egypt, Japan, South
Korea, Turkey and the United
States, nations whose citizens
have been used as bargaining
chips by Islamic militants.

Like the others, Arroyo’s govern-
ment has been subjected to
high-level U.S. pleading to stick it
out, a strategy that Washington

employed success-
fully with the oth-

ers.
The U.S. admin-
istration is none
too happy with
the Philippine sit-
uation.

“Our policy is not to negotiate or
provide benefit to terrorists. We
think that can send a wrong signal,
and that’s why we’re disappointed
to see statements like this,” State
Department spokesman Richard
Boucher said Tuesday.

Filipino officials were sensitive
to the possibility of national out-
rage should they fail to secure
freedom for dela Cruz, a
46-year-old truck driver and fa-
ther of eight.

To soften the impact of the Phil-
ippine withdrawal on its interna-
tional standing, the United States
praised Australia for deciding to
send more soldiers to Iraq and El
Salvador for extending its troops’
stay by a year.
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Blast shakes Baghdad

Car bomb kills
at least 10; GI
among wounded

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide attack-
er detonated a massive car bomb
Wednesday at a checkpoint near
the British Embassy and head-
quarters of the interim Iragi gov-
ernment, killing at least 10 people
and wounding 40, including a
U.S. soldier, authorities said.
Later

tossed hand grenades and fired
machine guns at a government
convoy sotth of the city of Mosul
on Wednesday, killing Gov.
Osama Youssef Kashmoula and
two of his guards, an Interior Min-
istry official said.

The attack occurred about 60
miles south of the northern city,
Iraq’s third largest, as Kashmou:
la, governor of Nineveh province,
was driving to Baghdad.

Also, authorities  reported
Wednesday that gunmen Kkilled
an auditor for the Industry Minis-
try in a drive-by shooting as he
was leaving his office in Bagh-
dad.

The attack on Sabir Karim oc-
curred Tuesday, said Seif Abdel
Rahman, a minist official.
Karim is the second auditor in
Iraq’s fledgling interim govern-
ment to be targeted for assassina-
tion.

‘The morning suicide attack out-
side the main gate of the Interna-
tional Zone was the worst in Bagh-
dad since the United States trans-
ferred sovereignty to the interim
Iraqi government on June 28.

The explosion shook buildings
throughout central Baghdad at
9:15 a.m., when a suicide bomber
detonated a car packed with 1,000
pounds of explosives. Many of the
civilians were waiting in line to
apply for jobs, presumably with
the new Iraqi government or mul-
tinational forces.

The Iraqi Health Ministry said
10 were killed.

“We were thrown on the
ground. Then I saw many dead
people on the ground,” witness
Alla Hassan said.

Black and gray smoke billowed
from the blast site, leaving a cra-

in Baghdad. A suici

oldiers secure the scene of a car bomb Wednesday
le attacker detonated a massive car bomb ata

checkpoint near the British Embassy, killing at least 10 people.

ter two yards wide and a yard
deep in the road. The charred re-
mains of five cars stood by a pro-
tective blast wall that had been
damaged. Two other trucks and a
car lay smoldering nearby.

The blast occurred on a nation-
al holiday marking the 46th anni-
versary of the bloody nationalist
coup that killed Iraq’s last king,
Faisal I1.

The wounded soldier was re-
turned to duty later in the day, ac-
cording to Lt. Col. James Hutton,
1st Cavalry Division spokesman.

Iraqi police and civilian ambu-
lances responded at the scene,
Hutton said.

None of the injured was treated
atthe U.S. military hospital in the
International Zone, according to
Capt. Jeffrey Greenlinger, 2nd
Medical Brigade spokesman.

The International Zone was for-
merly known as the Green Zone,
a heavily guarded compound that
houses embassies and a signifi-
cant number of U.S. military per-
sonnel.

U.S. soldiers cordoned off the
area, Hutton said, but he did not
have any information on other
ways the soldiers may have assist-
ed.

Hutton could not say whether
the attack was linked to the holi-
day or if any group had taken re-
sponsibility.

Since U.S. military officials
can’t comment on future opera-
tions for security reasons, Hutton
couldn’t say whether soldiers
were bracing for more attacks on

Wednesday or on Saturday and
July 30, which also are national
holidays commemorating the
Baath Party coup of 1968.

“We're already very alert,” Hut-
ton said of the soldiers who con-
duct vehicle and foot patrols and
monitor gates to U.S. military
camps. “As far as being more
alert [in preparation for possible
increased violence on the holi-
days] I wouldn’t speculate.”

Militants in Iraq said they had
killed a captive Bulgarian truck
driver and threatened to put an-
other Bulgarian hostage to death
in 24 hours, Al-Jazeera television
reported Wednesday.

Another group linked to Jorda-
nian militant Abu Musab al-Zar-
gawi said in a video broadcast
‘Wednesday on Al-Jazeera that it
had carried out its threat to kill a
Bulgarian truck driver it was
holding.

Three men with their faces cov-
ered by black masks stood over a
kneeling hostage, identified by re-
porters as Georgi Lazov, 30. The
video contained the killing but it
was not broadcast because it was
too graphic, said Al-Jazeera
spokesman ~ Jihad  Ballout.
Al-Jazeera later reported the
man’s throat was slit.

Bulgaria identified the other
hostage as Ivaylo Kepov. The two
were kidnapped while traveling
to Mosul in northern Iraq. They
were last heard from June 29.
Stars and Stripes reporter Rick Emert
contributed to this report.

E-mail him at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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NATO countries
not much help
in Afghanistan

BY GEORGE GEDDA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When
NATO took command of the in-
ternational peacekeeping force
in Afghanistan last summer,
there were high hopes for mul-
tiple payoffs for the alliance.

An effective NATO perfor-
mance could smooth over the
American-European split
caused by the Iraq war and,
perhaps more importantly, cre-
ate the security environment
the Afghans urgently need to
hold national elections.

Now, almost a year since
NATO took on the task, there is

and stability in Afghanistan is
NATO’s key priority.

“NATO’s leadership of the
U.N.-mandated International
Security Assistance Force dem-
onstrates the readiness of the
North Atlantic Council to de-
cide to launch operations to en-
sure our common security.”

Charles Kupchan of the
Council on Foreign Relations
in New York says NATO’s com-
mitment in Afghanistan has
yielded little thus far.

While helping to stabilize
Kabul, he says, “most of rest of
country is the wild, wild west,
including the south and east.”

Bush administration officials

with its performance, contrib-
uting to doubts about Afghani-
stan’s future stability.

While accusing NATO of
dithering, officials in President
Bush’s administration say the
allies still have time to help en-
sure a successful Afghan presi-
dential election in October.

Parliamentary elections, due
to have been held simulta-
neously, have been put off until
spring.

John Hulsman, a European
analyst at the conservative Her-
itage Foundation in Washing-
ton, says halfhearted allied ef-
forls in Afghanistan are deep-

merican  suspicions
about NATO's util ity.

“Our interests are not the
same. We have to stop pretend-
ing that they are,” he says.

Officially, the alliance takes
a different view. A communi-
que issued at the NATO sum-
mit in Turkey two weeks ago
said, “Contributing to peace

say such 1o rec-
ognize that the deployment to
Afghanistan is a bold depar-
ture for an alliance that had
never ventured beyond Eu-
rope’s borders.

Afghan President Hamid
Karzai made warlord disarma-
ment a top priority earlier this
year but has made almost no
headway.

At the Istanbul summit two
weeks ago, Karzai implored
the Europeans to take Afghani-
stan more senously

“Please hurry,” he said. “Pro-
vide the Afghan men and
women with a chance to vote
freely without fear, without co-
ercion.”

NATO has agreed to branch
out beyond Kabul, the capital,
to the west and north of Afghan-
istan, setting up civilian-mili-
tary teams designed to help the
Karzai government extend its
authority and to create a se-
cure environment, among
other goals.
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U.S. return delayed for once-missin

Hassoun released from hospital, but
mechanical problems set back flight

BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny— A U.S. Marine seen on televi-
sion as being held hostage by mili-
tants in Iraq before he turned up
in Lebanon has been released
from a military
hospital in Germa-

ny.

Cpl. Wassef Ali
Hassoun  spent
four days at Land-
stuhl  Regional
Medical Center,
undergoing what
military  physi-
cians called repa-
triation and de-
briefing.

He was bound
for Marine Corps
Base Quantico in
Virginia, where
he would contin-
ue the repatria-
tion process, Marine
spokesman Capt. Dan
Sweeney said Wednesday.

“The main thing is to ensure
his mental and physical
well-being and allow him to con-
tinue to decompress,” Mc-
Sweeney said.

Corps
Mec-

&k The main thing
is to ensure his
mental and
physical
well-being and
allow him
to continue
to decompress. ¥

Capt. Dan McSweeney
Marine Corps spokesman

Hassoun was scheduled to
leave Ramstein Air Base on
Wednesday afternoon in a C-5
Galaxy, but mechanical problems
delayed the flight by at least a
day, officials said.

en he travels, he’ll be accom-
panied by a Land-
stuhl psychologist
and a Marine
Corps public af-
fairs officer, hospi-
tal spokeswoman

Marie Shaw said.
They were to fly
to Dover, Del.

Depending  on
weather, he’ll ei-
ther take a flight
to Quantico or
make the roughly
135-mile trip in a
van or car, said
Corps spokesman
Capl Jeffrey Lan-

0ngmally, the
Corps plan to return Hassoun to
his home base of Camp Lejeune,
N.C.

But Quantico puts him closer to
intelligence officials, investiga-
tors and the health officials at the
National Naval Medical Center in
Bethesda, Md., officials said.

Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun

Depending on the availability
of rooms, officials at Quantico
want to house Hassoun in the
Bachelor Officer Quarters, where
there is more living space, and is
closer to the main gate and facili-
ties at Quantico. If there is no
room, he’ll be housed in the enlist-
ed quarters, Landis said.

Hassoun, 24, arrived at the
Landstuhl hospital late Friday
night, exhausted but in good
health. He had lost 20 pounds and
hadn’t slept more than a few
hours a night for three weeks, hos-
pital physicians said.

Hassoun’s
statement

Marine Cpl. Wassef Ali
Hassoun issued this written
statement before leaving
Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center on Wednesday:

“1 am happy to have com-
pleted this phase of my repa-
triation. The le here at
Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center have treated me very
well, but | am excited to be
going home. All thanks and
praise are due to God for my

. 'm also very thankful
for all the kind wishes, sup-
port and prayers for me and
my family from my fellow
Marines, all the people in the
U.S., Lebanon, and around
the world. I am in good health
and spirits. I look forward to
my return home to friends
and family. Semper fidelis.”

Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment,
2nd Marine Division, based at

Camp Lejeune.
He was seen on Arab television
June 27, with some-

The Marine June
20 from a camp near Fallujah,
Iraq, where he worked as a truck
driver and translator for the 2nd

one holding a sword above his
head. Conflicting reports of his
capture and possible murder had

g Marine

circulated for days before Has-
soun arrived July 8 in Lebanon,
where his family lives. He met
with U.S. Embassy officials in
Beirut before the military flew
him to Germany.

Initially, the mllltary listed Has-
soun as a deserter but then
changed that to “captured,” after
the videotape was aired.

McSweeney said the military’s
Joint Personnel Recovery Agen-
cy, which specializes in treating
people who have been held cap-
tive, recommended continuing
the repatriation process. Until
that is complete, no investigation
into the “missing persons inqui-
ry” would continue,” McSweeney
said. The Naval Criminal Investi-
gative Service will pursue that in-
quiry, he said.

Hassoun has not yet been ques-
tioned by the NCIS and will not
be confined while at Quantico,
McSweeney said.

Shaw, the Landstuhl spokes-
woman, said the third repatria-
tion phase is meant to continue to
ease Hassoun back into normal
life.

“I saw him this morning,”
Shaw said. “He was in uniform.
He was smiling more than he was
before. He was a lot more relaxed
because he had slept and eaten
well.”

Stripes reporter Sandra Jontz contribut-

ed o this repor from the Pentagon.
mail Marni McEntee at:

Tcenteem@maistipes.osdmil
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IN THE STATES

Amendment banning gay marriage fails

Senate supporters vow to continue fight

BY DAVID ESPO

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Senate dealt an
election-year defeat Wednesday to a consti-
tutional amendment banning gay mar-
riage, rejecting pleas from President Bush
and fellow conservatives that the measure
was needed to safeguard an institution that
has flourished for thousands of years.

The vote was 48-50, 12 short of the 60
needed to keep the measure alive. Six Re-
publicans joined dozens of Democrats in
sealing the amendment’s fate.

“I would argue that the future of our
country hangs in the balance because the
future of marriage hangs in the balance,”
said Sen. Rick Santorum, a leader in the
fight to approve the measure.

“Isn’t that the ultimate homeland secun»
ty, standing up and

any,” he said. “It's prohibited by South Da-
kota law as it is now in 38 other states.
There is no confusion. There is no ambigu-

Supponers conceded in advance they
would fail to win the support needed to ad-
vance the measure, and vowed to renew
their efforts.

“I don’t think it’s going away aﬂer this
vote,” Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., said Tues-
day on the eve of the test vote. “I thmk the
issue will remain alive,” he added.

‘Whatever its future in Congress, there
also were signs that supporters of the
amendment intended to use it in the cam-
paign already unfolding.

“The institution of marriage is under fire
from extremist groups in Washington, poli-
ticians, even judges who have made it
clear that they are willing to run over any
state law defining marriage,” Republlcan

But Senate Democratic Leader Tom
Daschle said there was no “urgenl need”
to amend the Constitution. “Marriage is a
sacred union between men and women.
That is what the vast majority of Ameri-
cans believe. It’s what virtually all South
Dakotans believe. It's what I believe.”

“In South Dakota, we've never had a sin-
gle same-sex marriage and we won’t have

John Thune says in a
radio commercial amng in South Dakota.
“They have done it in Massachusetts and
they can do it here,” adds Thune, who is
challenging Daschle for his seat.

“Thune’s ad suggests that some are
using this amendment more to protect the
Republican majority than to protect mar-
riage,” said Dan Pfeiffer, a spokesman for
Daschle’s campaign.

Sen. Rick Santorum, R-Pa., left, watches as
singer Pat Boone speaks in support of the
amendment to ban gay marriage during a
news conference Tuesday in Washington.

At issue was an amendment providing
that marriage within the United States
“shall consist only of a man and a woman.”

A second sentence said that nellhel‘ the

and a woman.” Some critics argue that the
effect of that provision would be to ban civil
unions, and its inclusion in the amendment
complicated efforts by GOP leaders to gain
support from wavering Republicans.

Bush urged the Republican-controlled
Congress last February to approve a consti-
tutional amendment, saying it was needed
to stop judges from changing the definition
of the “most enduring human institution.”

Bush'’s fall rival, Sen. John Kerry of Mas-

opposes the as
does his vice presidential running mate,
Sen. John Edwards of North Carolina. Both
men skipped the vote.

In all, 45 Republicans and three Demo-
crats voted to keep the measure alive. Six
Republicans joined 43 Democrats and one
independent in opposition.

The odds have never favored passage in
the current Congress, in part because
many Democrats oppose it, but also be-
cause numerous conservatives are hesitant
to overrule state prerogatives on the issue.

At the same time, Republican strategists
contend the issue could present a difficult
political choice to Democrats, who could
be pulled in one direction by polls showing
that a majority of voters oppose gay mar-
riage, and pulled in the other by homosexu-
al voters and social liberals who support it.

federal nor any state be
construed to require that mamage ot e
legal incidents thereof be conferred upon
any union other than the union of a man

An iated P Ip: poll taken in
March showed about four in 10 support a
constitutional amendment to ban gay mar-
riage, and half oppose it.

[llinois GOP asks Ditka
to be Senate candidate

States receiving

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — In a “Hail Mary”
pass by the state GOP, the party
chairwoman met with former Chi-
cago Bears coach Mike Ditka
about a possible run for the U.S.
Senate.

Tllinois Republicans are scram-
bling to find a replacement candi-
date with less than four months
left until the November election.

Jack Ryan dropped out nearly
three weeks ago over embarrass-
ing allegations in his divorce pa-
pers that he took his wife, “Bos-
ton Public” actress Jeri Ryan, to
sex clubs before they split up.
The party’s top choices have re-
fused to run.

A number of Republican lead-

ers in both Illinois and Washing-
ton said Tuesday that Ditka’s
name recognition, regular-guy ap-
peal and analytical game-plan-
ning skills would make him a via-
ble candidate to challenge state
Sen. Barack Obama.

“The public is really tired of
the Slle politicians, they’re tired
of sound bites, they're tired of
trial lawyers running govern-
ment. To have a decent, ordinary
guy, a regular guy, run, I think is
something that the public would
overwhelmingly embrace,” said
state Sen. Dave Syverson, a mem-
ber of the Republican State Cen-
tral Committee.

Ditka, 64, said he had not decid-
ed on a run after meeting Tues-

Mike Ditka

day night with Tllinois Republi-
can Party chairwoman and state
treasurer Judy Baar Topinka at
his Chicago restaurant.

He said it is an exciting idea
but he has not made up his mind.

Ashcroft details Patriot Act’s role in terror war

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Justice Department on
Tuesday gave Congress nearly three dozen examples
of how the Patriot Act has been used to prosecute ter-
rorists and other criminals, part of an administration
effort to counter criticism that the law does more to
harm civil liberties than to protect the nation.

Attorney General John Ashcroft presented a
29-page report outlining the examples to members
of the House Judiciary Committee, telling reporters
after the private briefing that the report provided “a
mountain of evidence” of the law’s benefits.

“The Patriot Act is al-Qaida’s worst nightmare
when it comes to disrupting and disabling their oper-
ations here in America,” he said.

Rep. John Conyers of Michigan, ranking Demo-
crat on the Judiciary Committee, accused the depart-
‘ment of selectively releasing information and refus-
ing to address civil liberties concerns.

The report says between the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
and May S, Justice Department terrorism investiga-
tions led to charges against 310 people, of whom 179
were convicted or pleaded guilty. The Patriot Act, it
says, was instrumental in many of these cases.

The report provides 35 examples of how the law
was used to prosecute alleged terror cells in New
York, Oregon, Virginia and elsewhere; how it updat-
ed law enforcement tools to track such technology
as cell phones and Internet communications; and
how many of its provisions are used for other crimi-
nal probes including child pornography, computer
hacking, kidnapping and illegal weapons sales.

Anthony Romero, executive director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, said he considered the re-
port a political document rather than a serious exami-
nation of the Patriot Act’s impact. The Bush adminis-
tration, he said, should “spend less time waging public
relations campaigns and more time responding to the
specific, legitimate concerns of the American people.”

poison antidotes
CDC preps for chemical attacks

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — States are
beginning to receive long-awaited
federal shipments of antidotes
against chemical weapons, under a
program that aims to have stocks
in every state within two years.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention began quietly
shipping the so-called chem-
packs four months

Pharmaceutical Stockpile con-
tains tons of drugs, vaccines and
other medical supplies in storage
around the country, so that any
U.S. city can receive a needed
shipment within 12 hours.

That may be enough time to
react to an incubating infection
like anthrax, but the ability to sur-
vive a chemical attack depends
on immediate decontamination
and rapid administration of appro-
priate antidotes.

ago. New York  The ability t0  Yet those anti-
City and Boston, . dotes are expen-
sites of the upcom- survive a Sive” e
ing national politi- . g . short shelf-lives.
conventions,  Chemical attack  “'TeCpc began
were among the shippin the
early recipients. depends on Chem-packs  four
rogram P Y
provides Fa guick immediate months ago, packs
way for hospitals L come with & oars
to know theyll decontamination S ot A
have the antidotes . ety of chemical an-
they need” said and rapid tidotes, such as at-
Donna _ Knutso L R ropine to fight
CDCS depuy &t administration nerve  agents.
rector of terrorism X Some are in auto-
preparedness. of appropriate injectors for at-
It was prompt- . tack-site use; oth-
ed in part because antidotes. ers are packaged
there has been for emergen-

“an uneven level of protection
across the country,” added Steve
Adams, deputy director of the
Strategic National Stockpile Pro-
gram.

Much of the nation’s ongoing ef-
forts to prepare for terrorism
have focused on biological at-
tacks. For example, the National

cy-room use.
For security reasons, CDC offi-
cials wouldn’t say which states
had received chem-packs so far.
The CDC invested $56 million
last year in creating the chem-
packs, and has budgeted about
$34 million this year as the distri-
bution begins, officials said.
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Voting machine critics seeking paper trail

BY TOM STUCKEY
The Associated Press

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — A coalition of activ-
ists around the nation held rallies in state
capitals to publicize their fears about pa-
perless voting systems.

In Maryland, more than 100 activists
demonstrated Tuesday outside the State
House demanding that voting machines be
equipped with printers before the Novem-
ber election.

Participants in the “Computer Ate My
Vote” campaign said paperless voting sys-
tems are poorly programmed and prone to
hackers, fraud and software bugs.

VerifiedVoting.org, which organized the
campaign, said rallies were held in 19
states.

“We want a paper trail now, this Novem-
ber,” Linda Schade, of TrueVoteMD.org,
said at the Annapolis rally.

Donna Duncan, manager of the election
management division for the State Elec-
tion Board, said the machines used in
Maryland have undergone more security
testing than any other election system in
the country.

In Tallahassee, Fla., about 20 activists
rallied outside the state Capitol and deliv-
ered about 20,000 petitions to the Division
of Elections.

“Computers don’t work very well,” said
Tom Baxter, one of the rally organizers. “If
you want to have something you can count,
you need paper.”

Florida officials officials insist touch-
screens are far more accurate than older
voting systems — such as the state’s re-
tired and much-maligned punch card sys-
tem.

In Utah, about S0 people gathered on the
steps of the Utah Capitol to ask the Voting
Equipment Selection Committee to expand
its search for balloting options.

A federal law enacted after the 2000 Flor-
ida election fiasco provides billions of dol-
lars in funding for electronic machines.

Utah is among a handful of states that
still use a mostly punch card-based sys-
tem.

Barbara Simmons, a former president of
the Association for Computing Machinery,
told protesters that officials should hold off
on electronic balloting until more accurate
machines are available.

“If I had a smgle message
sage would be ‘Wait,’ ” she sai
better technology on the way.”

“We are unified in our desire to protect
and defend our voting system,” Madeleine
Hervey, of Common Cause of Texas, said
atarally in Austin, Texas.

Associated Press writers Travis Reed in Salt Lake
City and David Royse Tallahassee, Fla., and Jim
Vertuno in Austin, Texas, contributed o this report.

that mes-
. “There’s

BY TIM MCCAHILL

organic,

Bread booms for some as low-carb
customers turning to whole grains

grew from 2002 to 2003. In the

whole-grain flour and

Escaped tiger killed by
Florida Wlldllfe offlcers

The Associated Press

DUXBURY, Vt. — Randy
George has a phrase to describe
the bread he bakes: “enjoyable
carbohydrates.”

“The food is good — I really do
believe that,” said George, his
work clothes covered with a thin
dusting of flour. “We do all need
a certain amount of carbs.”

George's company, Red Hen
Baking, makes “artisan breads,”
hearty, crusty loaves baked with-
out additives or preservatives. And
in this era of all things low-carb,
George and other artisan bakers
say business is prospering as cus-
tomers shun refined breads for the

local ingredients used in their
handmade varieties.

“They’ve taken the time to edu-
cate customers on what it is they
are actually buying when they re

g artisan products,” said
Glna Piccolino, executive direc-
tor of the Bread Bakers Guild of
America. “Be educated — don’t
just get caught up in a fad diet.”

Piccolino backed up her claim
with a recent survey of the guild,
which boasts 1,300 members
from home bakers to suppliers.

The guild surveyed its 260 arti-
san bakeries last year, and 78
percent of the 202 who respond-
ed said sales remained level or

same poll, 92 percent said sales
of partial or fully whole-grain
breads and pastries stayed the
same or grew during the same
period.

The numbers reveal buyers’
preference  for  wholesome
breads crafted by the hand of
the baker, not the machine, Pic-
colino said.

“Multigrain, whole-grain,
‘whole-wheat kinds of products
are good for you,” she said.

“The product is so different
than what used to be available,”
said Chuck Conway, 54, owner
of bakery O’Bread, referring to
the refined breads that once
dominated the supermarket
aisle. “People try it and like it.”

Enjoy Picture Messaging
with Prepaid Convenience

O vodafone”

AAFES: Yokota Misawa Zama

NEX: Yokosuka Atsugi Sasebo New Sanno

BY JILL BARTON
The Associated Press

LOXAHATCHEE, Fla. — The
owner of an escaped tiger fatally
shot by wildlife officers said
Wednesday that he believes some-
one opened several gates, en-
abling the big cat to get out.

Steve Sipek, an actor who once
played Tarzan, said the gates
‘would have had to be opened be-
fore the 6-year-old tiger, named
Bobo, could have reached the
12-foot wall around his property.

“He was let out by somebody
who is interested in causing prob-
lems,” Sipek told CBS’ “The
Early Show.” Sipek has another
tiger, a panther, a cougar and
lions on his five-acre compound,
which is marked by a sign that

ads, “Trespassers will be
eaten.” They did not escape.

Willie Puz, a spokesman for the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission, said Wednes-
day that Sipek’s claim was being
investigated. He said Sipek has li-
censes for the big cats, but he said
he could not comment on whether

ey could now be revoked be-
cause that is part of the investiga-

on.

Bobo was shot and killed Tues-
day when officials say it lunged at
a wildlife officer who was trying
to capture it.

But Sipek, who developed a soft
spot for jungle beasts after play-
ing Tarzan in B-movies decades
ago, said he doubted the tiger had
to be killed. He said he would
have been able to coax the tiger to
safety if officers had called him to
the scene before shooting it.

“Murder is the word,” Sipek
said. “They murdered a poor help-
less animal that only looked fero-
cious, as any tiger would, but
Bobo had a heart of gold.”

A dozen wildlife trackers and
sheriff’s deputies had searched
more than 24 hours for the ani-
mal, which escaped Monday.
They had kept watch Tuesday in
a five-acre area of dense slash
pines and palm trees.

Officers approached the tiger
intending to shoot it with tranquil-
izers. But the tiger jumped at one
officer, who fired a shotgun in
self-defense, said Jorge Pino, a
wildlife commission spokesman.

“Needless to say, the owner is
very distraught. We're dis-
traught,” Pino said. “Our concern
was to recover this tiger alive and
well.”

LEE ANN LEWIS VIA
THE PALM BEACH POST/AP

Bobo the tiger in an undated
photo. The 6-year-old tiger,
owned by Steve Sipek, escaped
from Sipek’s compound Monday
in Loxahatchee, Fla. Wildlife
officers caught up with Bobo on
Tuesday, killing the tiger when it
reportedly lunged at an officer.

He told ABC’s “Good Morning
America” on Wednesday that
wildlife officials had told him
they wouldn’t try to capture Bobo
until later Tuesday evening, so he
went to take a shower. He said he
was coming back to rejoin the
search when he heard five shots
and “my heart sank.”

Some nearby residents, who
moved to the rural area so they
could have room for their own
pets, had little sympathy for
Sipek, saying his big cats are dan-
gerous.

“What I want to know is when
he was in captivity, how long did
he go without a feeding?” said
Kim Smith, who has horses and
dogs that she normally keeps out-
side.

“Tigers are predatorial. All of
us moved out here because we're
city people wanting a taste of the
country. But this is a little funky.”

Wildlife officials had said they
did not believe the declawed pet
would attack. He was never
taught to hunt, and had never
killed anything or lived in the
wild. However, he did bite a
woman working inside his cage
two years ago, severely injuring
her.
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IN THE WORLD

U.S.: Extra AIDS
funding is ‘not

going to happen’

BY VIJAY JOSHI
The Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand — The
United States on Wednesday re-
jected a call at the International
AIDS Conference for a $1 billion

tribution next year to the glo-
bal fund that has become the cen-
terpiece of efforts against
the disease.

“It’s not going to happen,” U.S.
AIDS coordinator Randall Tobias
said in an interview, noting that

Washington already is by far the
world’s largest donor to the cause.

Tobias’ comments were in re-
sponse to a request Tuesday by

. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, who said he hoped the
United States would give $1 bil-
lion for 2005 alone to the Global
Fund, which is far short of its $3.6
billion budget.

The United States is carrying
out a $15 billion, five-year Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief, main-
ly directed toward 14 countries in

rica and the Caribbean, plus
Vietnam. Critics say the United
States should instead give much
of that money to the Global Fund,
which reaches 128 countries.

They also say the U.S. money
comes with strings attached thal
can set back efforts to curb the
spread of HIV — which infected 5
million people last year alone —
and that the U.N.-sponsored fund
best suits the needs of sufferers.

. money goes to coun-
mes that suppon Bush’s absti-
nence-first policy, and it currently
can buy only brand-name drugs,
usually American, shutting out
cheaper generic versions made
by developing countries.

Tobias urged detractors to stop
arguing with Washington over
condoms and drug patents and
join its war on the pandemic,

which has claimed 20 million
lives and left another 38 million in-
fected worldwide since 1986,
most of them in

There has been furious criti-
cism at the S conference of
U.S. policies such as its insistence
on abstinence — rather than con-
doms — as a primary way of bat-
tling HIV; its trade policies; and
its funding methods. The confer-
ence is the biggest gathering ever
of AIDS scientists, activists, poli-
cy-makers and HIV-infected peo-

ple.

Critics say a vow of abstinence
is difficult to maintain and, when
broken, can lead to unprotected
sex, raising the risk of HIV infec-
tion that could effectively be
blocked by a condom.

Tobias was jeered by protesters
chanting, “He’s lying! People
dying!” when he was about to de-
fend U.S. policies in a speech
‘Wednesday.

Stephen Lewis, the United Na-
tions’ special envoy on HIV/AIDS
to Africa, said he disagreed “pro-
foundly” and that the Tobias
stance showed “an inability to rec-

ognize the way the world most ef-
fectively works.”

Protection
for women
one key to
halting HIV

BANGKOK, Thailand —
‘The global fight against HIV
will fail without serious
progress in addressing the
plight of women in the devel-
oping world, including ways
they can protect themselves
from infection without their
partners knowing, advo-
cates say.

Nearly half of all people
living with HIV now are
women, and their infection
rates in many regions are
climbing much faster than
men’s, experts say.

Health specialists, scien-
tists and community activ-
ists at the international
AIDS conference focused
their attention Wednesday
on the impact that human-
kind’s worst scourge is hav-
ing on women. Across the
world, 17 million women are
infected.

With vaccines considered
a long way off and with
many cultures denying
women the power and confi-
dence to demand that part-
ners wear condoms — re-
garded as the key preven-
tion tool — scientists are ad-
dressing ways women can
protect themselves.

The biggest buzz among
researchers at the confer-

ence is  surrounding
anti-AIDS vaginal products,
known as microbicides.

The concept dates from
the late 1980s, but is being
pushed seriously only now,
with the official AIDS con-
ference agenda featuring a
session on microbicides for
the first time.

Scientists hope that with-
in five years, the first batch
of broad-spectrum, HIV-kill-
ing vaginal products could
be available.

While they are no substi-
tute for condoms, they could
profoundly affect how well
the world’s most vulnerable
women can fight HIV even
if the products turn out to be
no more than 30 percent ef-
fective, said Dr. Zeda Rosen-
berg, chief executive of In-
ternational Partnership for
Microbicides.

— The Associated Press

KY0DO NEWS/AP

Rescuers continue operations through a flooded street in Sanjo, north-
‘western Japan, on Wednesday. Heavy rains and flooding in northwest-
ern Japan killed at least six people and prompted evacuations.

At least

6 dead

in Japan floods

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Torrential rains and
flooding in northern Japan killed
atleast six people, injured several
more and forced nearly 20,000
others to evacuate to higher
ground, officials said Wednesday.
Four people were missi

At the epicenter of the ﬂooding,
in Tochio, 135 miles northwest of
Tokyo, 17 inches of rain had fall-
en in two days.

Authorities broadened an evac-
uation order to 19,788 households
late Wednesday, mostly in the
city of Sanjo, north of Tochio.

Some 22,300 homes had been
flooded, including 14,760 in
Sanjo, where the fast-flowing wa-
ters of the Ikarashi River broke
through a stone-and-dirt embank-
ment in several areas. Dozens of
schools were closed.

The Self-Defense Forces dis-

patched 300 troops to help with
rescue and cleanup, while mili-
tary helicopters airlifted about
451 people from the rooftops of
homes and schools, public broad-
caster NHK reported.

More than 4,000 homes were
still without power as of late
Wednesday, and many were with-
out telephone service after under-
ground connections were sev-
ered, said Tohoku Electric Power
Co. spokesman Junji Ishiguro.

Officials said an estimate of the
flooding damage hadn’t been tal-
lied yet.

While rain had let up in some
places, more was forecast for
Thursday.

The dead included four women
in their 70s, a man in his 70s and
one in his 80s, Fire and Disaster
Management Agency spokesman
Koki Sasaki said.

Sasaki said four others were
missing.

Iraq probe
finds Blair
did not lie

BY JILL LAWLESS
The Associated Press

LONDON — British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair on Wednesday es-
caped the worst from an official in-
quiry into prewar intelligence on
Traq, which criticized his govern-
ment for informal decision-mak-
ing and pushing available intelli-
gence to the limit — but found no
deliberate distortions by intelli-
gence agencies or officials eager
to Jusnfv war plans.

commission headed by
Lord Butler found prewar Iraq
had no usable stockpiles of chemi-
cal and biological weapons and
that British intelligence was
flawed, unreliable and incom-
plete But while criticizing Blair’s
“informal” governing style, it ab-
solved him of misleading the pub-
lic over Iraq, a charge that has
dogged him since he took Britain
into the divisive U.S.-led war.

Blair said it proved that “no one
lied, no one made up the intelli-
gence.”

The verdict takes some pres-
sure off Blair, whose popularity
and Credlhl].\ty have been bat-
tered by the war and continuing vi
olence in Iraq, and by the failure
to find any weapons of mass de-
struction. His Labor Party fared
poorly in recent local and Europe-
an parliamentary elections, and
there have been rumblings within
the party calling for his ouster.

Blair’s fate has wider symbolic
and  political  ramifications
months after a pro-war govern-
ment was voted out in Spain, and
with President Bush — Blair’s
chief ally — facing a difficult
re-election campaign.

“We have no reason, found no
evidence, to quesuon lhe prime
minister’s good faith,” said Butler,
aretired senior civil servant. But-
ler concluded “no single individu-
al” was responsible for intelli-
gence failures that led Blair’s gov-
ernment to overstate the threat
posed by Saddam.

The report concluded that Sadd-
am “did not have significant — if
any — stocks of chemical or bio-
logical weapons in a state fit for
deployment, or developed plans
for using them.”

The five-member committee,
which interviewed Blair, senior
Cabinet figures and key intelli-
gence officials, said no individual
was to blame for the chasm be-
tween that conclusion and claims
made before the war — including
one that Iraq could deploy some
chemical and biological weapons
on 45 minutes’ notice.

Israeli plan rejects Arafat burial in Jerusalem

The Associated Press

'USALEM — After Yasser
Arafat’s death, Israel must en-
sure he is not buried in Jerusalem
and take harsh measures to pre-
vent militants from seizing con-
trol in the Palestinian territories,
according to a new contingency
plan obtained Wednesday by The
Associated Press.

The document lays out Israel’s
best about the conse-

quences that may follow the
death of the 75-year-old Palestin-
ian leader.

Arafat, who has suffered from
health problems in recent years,
wields enormous power and has
said little about who might suc-
ceed him — or where he should
be buried.

The contingency plan forecasts
chaos in the Palestinian territo-
ries. It says Arafat’s Palestinian
Authority will collapse and Islam-

ic groups, led by Hamas, could
rise up out of the refugee camps
where they have strong support
and try to take control of the Pal-
estinian government.

Israel must take extreme mea-
sures to prevent this scenario, in-
cluding a broad military opera-
tion in the Gaza Strip, according
to the document.

The document, prepared by the
Foreign Ministry, is part of regu-
lar planning for Arafat’s death.
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as soon as possihle’

By K0z0 MIZOGUCHI
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Prime Minister Ju-
nichiro Koizumi said Wednesday
that he wants to bring an accused
U.S. Army deserter to Japan for
medical treatment “as soon as pos-
sible” and will continue to press
the United States not to prosecute
the former American soldier.

The Japanese government has
been waiting for the results of
medical tests on Charles Jenkins
conducted
Tuesday in
Jakarta, In-
donesia, be-
fore decid-
ing whether
to bring him
to Japan for
treatment of
an unspeci-
fied ailment.

Jenkins —
who has
lived in
North Korea
since allegedly abandoning his
Army unit in 1965 — is in Jakarta

Jenkins

for a reunion with his Japanese
wife, Hitomi Soga.

Koizumi said doctors who ex-
amined Jenkins had recommend-
ed that the 64-year-old American
receive treatment in Japan soon.

“It would be best for him to
come to Japan as soon as possi-
ble,” Koizumi told reporters
Wednesday.

knowledged
the difficul-
ties of per-
suading
Washington,
Tokyo’s clos-
est ally, not
to charge
Jenkins with
desertion.
cause of a bi-
lateral pact,
Tokyo would
be hard pressed to resist a U.S. re-
quest for custody of Jenkins once
he is in Japan.

“We have to find a solution that

Koizumi

Japanese journalists wait in the
hotel lobby Tuesday where al-
leged U.S. Army deserter Charles
Robert Jenkins and his family are
staying in Jakarta, Indonesia.
will sausfy both countries,” Koi-
Zumi said.

The Japanese media have spec-
ulated that Jenkins could come to
Japan as soon as next week.
Kyodo News service, citing uni-
dentified Japanese ofﬁclals re-
ported Wednesday that Jenkins is
now willing to travel to Japan, de-
spite fears that the United States
will seek his extradition.

hief Cabinet Secretary Hi-
royuki Hosoda said earlier
Wednesday that Tokyo hadn’t yet
made any formal requests to
Washington.
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BY BRUCE WALLACE
Los Angeles Times

TOKYO — Soft-spoken high
school teacher Hiroshi Saito says
his refusal to stand and sing Ja-
pan’s national anthem at this

spring’s graduatlon ceremonies
was intended as “a final lesson”
to his departing students, “an un-
spoken message that the freedom
of speech is constitutionally guar-
anteed.” But other eyes were on
him while he sat out the song.

Saito’s convictions collided with
a new Tokyo school board direc-
tive requiring teachers to set an ex-
ample to students by leading the
singing of Kimigayo, the anthem
— or face punishment. And the
board sent officials into schools to
monitor who among the teachers
was singing and who was not.

By the end of June, more than
200 teachers — 35-year-old Saito
among them — had been repri-
manded for failing to join in the
five-line, two-verse anthem.
Many saw scheduled pay raises
postponed for three months.

Last week, the teachers were
dealt another blow when a Tukyu
High Court ruled that the city’s
school board had the right to disci-
pline teachers who refused to
comply with the directive.

To many Japanese, this is the
same sort of coerced patriotism
that herded a previous generation
into war and disaster.

There is some indication the
public sides with the teachers on
at least their right to choose
whether to join in singing or stay
seated.

A poll done for a Tokyo newspa-
per and released Thursday found
more than 70 percent of respon-
dents were opposed to the school
board’s directive. Among people
under 30, barely 10 percent
agreed with the board’s policy.

But lawyers for the teachers ac-
knowledge the High Court ruling
might throw a legal damper on
their best chance to overturn the
directive. Two other lawsuits are

before the courts, including a
class-action suit filed last month
by 350 Tokyo teachers, which ac-

y
cuses the board of denying consti-
tutionally guaranteed rights to
freedom of speech, conscience
and religion.

The confrontation between
teachers and administrators is in
part a front in the perennial strug-
gle over who runs the schools.
“Teachers don’t like to be or-
dered by the authorities,” said Hi-
roshi Oyama, lead lawyer in the
class action suit.

Arab news station
issues code of ethics

The Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — The popular
Arab news channel Al-Jazeera,
which the United States has ac-
cused of bias, has issued a code of
vowing to “uphold journal-
istic values” and to be sensitive to
the victims of the wars and disas-
ters it covers.

The code, issued in a statement
at the end of a two-day interna-
tional media forum that conclud-
ed Tuesday, said the station will
“strive to reach and deliver the
truth, respect our audience.”

Al-Jazeera often has been criti-
cized for its coverage of the war
on Iraq, especially by the United
States.

The statement pledged to “take
into account the feelings of the
victims of crime, wars, oppres-
sion and disasters, and the feel-

mgb of their families and the view-

Alezesrd also has been ac-
cused of being an outlet for
al-Qaida terror network, broad-
casting videotapes and audio-
tapes purportedly from Osama
bin Laden or his aides.

The station said it will distin-
guish between news, analysns and
commentary to avoid “falling in
the trap of propaganda and specu-
lation.”

It also promised to “acknowl-
edge any mistake as soon as it is
made and take the initiative to cor-
rect it and avoid repeating it.”

Recently, Al-Jazeera has begun
reading statements from militant
groups instead of broadcasting
their tapes, an attempt to limit
rhetoric. It also has been editing
out particularly graphic seg-
ments of militant videotapes.

‘Merli

alarm in a local shop.

a green robe and blue cloak.

in court for shopping with sword

PORTSMOUTH, England — Merlin appeared in court Tuesday,
resplendent in his druid robes and defended by King Arthur Pen-
dragon, but without the meter-long (3-foot) sword that caused

Merlin Michael Williams, 26, of Westbourne, England, was arrest-
ed last week after carrying his spell casting weapon while shopping
at a store in Portsmouth. The sword was confiscated as evidence.

Williams presented himself at Portsmouth Magistrates draped in

The case was adjourned for a month to give prosecutor Colin
Shackel time to examine precedents.

“Itis accepted by the crown this was sheathed and there was no
offensive action by the defendant,” Shackel said.
whether this is an offensive weapon per se.”

Williams remained free on bail.

“The issue is

From wire reports
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Honesty is the true test
of a reliable mechanic

Dear Tom and Ray:

About two months ago, the Toyota dealer left a
clamp off my radiator hose after servicing my car.
After almost making it home (about 22 miles), the
car began to steam. This was my first hint that the
car was overheating. I pulled off the road and
called for a tow truck. After examining the car, the
dealer assured me that there was no damage, and
provided a letter admitting responsibility. The en-
gine seems to run louder than before; otherwise, I
have not noticed a difference.
How do I know if any damage
was really done? — Jennifer

TOM: It's sad, isn't it, that no-
body believes car dealers? The
dealer says it’s fine, and her first question is, “How
do T know if he’s lying?”

RAY: Well, it’s hard to know who to believe in this
case, since the dealer has a vested interest in the out-
come.

TOM: Oh, 'm not saying it’s an inappropriate re-
action. I'd do the same thing! I'm just saying it’s sad.
It’s sad, that’s all.

RAY: Well, sad as it might be, Jennifer, we have
to give your dealer credit for admitting the mistake
— and even putting that in writing. That's a
“stand-up” thing to do, and it gives him credibility,
in my mind. It suggests to me that he’s not trying to
hide anything.

TOM: So, let’s look at what might have happened,
Jennifer. If the clamp was for one of the top radiator
hoses, a small leak there could produce a lot of
steam. Since the “hot engine” light on your dash-
board didn’t come on, it’s entirely possible that all
you lost was a small amount of coolant (as steam)
and that the engine never even overheated. That
would be the best-case scenario, and it's the one
your dealer is describing.

RAY: On the other hand, if you just didn’t notice
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that the overheating light was on, and you truly did
lose much or all of your coolant through a lower
hose, then you could have done some real damage.

TOM: How do you know? Well, the best way to
ease your mind is to take it to another shop you
trust, and ask the mechanics there to do two tests for
you. One is a cylinder-head test, where they’ll check
to see if the head or head gasket has cracks in it. If
an engine gets too hot — especially if it repeatedly
overheats and then cools down — it can blow a head
gasket, or even crack a head.
Those are both expensive re-
pairs.

RAY: The other test is an
oil+ presaure test. If an engine
overheats badly enough, the main bearings and con-
necting-rod bearings can begin to melt and deform,
and that would make it impossible to maintain prop-
er oil pressure. That’s a very serious problem, and it
requires a new or rebuilt engine.

TOM: Incidentally, bad bearings could explain a
loud engine, Jennifer. But don’t be alarmed. It also
could be your imagination. For instance, after I
dropped my infant son on his head by accident
years ago, my wife kept imagining that he wasn't the
same. But he turned out fine. In fact, he’s just like
me.

RAY: Not very reassuring. Anyway, Jennifer,
these two tests will tell all. If your engine is dam-
aged (and I'm betting it’s not), your dealer has taken
responsibility and presumably will fix what needs to
be fixed, at his expense.

TOM: And if your car checks out, I wouldn’t hesi-
tate to go back to this dealer. Every mechanic
makes mistakes. It's whether you own up to them
and take responsibility for them that makes you
trustworthy or not. And this guy passed the test.

Got a question about cars? Write to Click and Clack in care of
this newspaper, or e-mail them by visiting the Car Talk sec-
tion of cars.com on the World Wide Web. Distributed by King
Features Syndicate Inc.

BY STEVE ALEXANDER

Minneapolis-St. Paul
Star Tribune

‘While shopping for a new per-
sonal computer recently, Paul
Wegerson, 22, was certain of
only one thing’ He didn’t want a
desktop.

“1 have a desktop now. But
more and more, notebook com-
puters are becoming as power-
ful as desktops — and they’re

rlable," said Wegerson.

canning the laptop comput-
ers 3t a Bost Buy store, he
added, “I want to be able to use
my PC when I'm in a coffee
shop, on a plane or outside.”

Wegerson isn’t the only one
who wants portability. Laptops
don't yet rule consumer comput-
ing, but in the United States
they’re gaining on the venerable
desktop. Despite costing more
than desktops, laptops are selling
based on the dual conveniences
of portability and built-in Wi-Fi
(a wireless networking standard)
for Internet access, plus the lap-
top performance gains that have
made them nearly the computing
equals of desktops.

ptops are changing the way
people work and spend their lei-
sure time.

Demand for more powerful
laptops could force manufactur-
ers to change how the machines
are designed.

“Four or five years ago, lap-
tops were not powerful enough
to do most of what you did on
desktops, but today they are,”
said Howard Locker, chief ar-
chitect for IBM’s persunal com-
puting division in Raleigh, N.C.
“Desktops are still more power-
ful overall, but most people
don’t need that much power un-
less they're playing 3-D games
or creating animations.”

Most laptop buyers are “pur-
chasing their second or third
computers. They've had a desk-
top PC, and they want to take
computing to the next level,”
said Matt Sargent, director of re-
search at the Current Analysis
consulting firm in Sterling, Va.

Portable PCs
gaining ground

That next level is lifestyle flex-
ibility, Locker said. “You can
work on your laptop and still
spend time with the family in-
stead of being restricted to the
computer room of the house. Or
you can go to Starbucks or Bar-
nes & Noble and work and have
wireless Internet access.”

‘While laptops still cost signifi-
cantly more than desktops,
their average retail purchase
price has dropped 9 percent
over the past three years. Lap-
tops cost an average of $1,352 in
the period from June 2003 to
May 2004, said the NPD Group
of Port Washington, N.Y.

What's more, retailers periodi-
cally offer promotions in which
low-end laptops cost $850 or less
after rebates. By comparison, the
average selling price of a desktop
was $735 in the 12-month period
endmg in May, NPD said.

price of a laptop is
wonh u,” said Matthew Ken-
drick, a 24-year-old home sid-
ing installer who was recently
gazing at a $1,000 Compag lap-
top in a CompUSA store.

Reminded that he could buy
some desktop PC models for
under $400 after rebates, Ken-
drick was unmoved.

“I travel often, and I want to
be able to take my computer to
alibrary or a coffee shop.”

In the business world, it's
much the same story. An in-
creasing number of workers are
being given laptops that can
function as either a desktop or a
portable PC. In the office, the
laptops plug into “docking sta-
tions” that connect them to stan-
dard-sized monitors and key-
bnards When unplugged from

s, the laptops
can be used for husmess travel.

“The reason why a lot of cor-
porations have switched from
desktop PCs to laptops is that
they like being able to turn their
people into 24-hour workers,”
Locker said. “With laptops, em-
ployees can work at home at
night and on weekends, which
creates big productivity gains
for businesses.”
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Cents and Sensibility

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — When you no-
tice on your financial statements
that your bank has charged you a
substantial overdraft charge or
that your credit-card company
hasn't held up on its offer of a
low interest rate on balance
transfers, it's easy to impulsively
call up the company to complain.

But one of the keys to getting
what you want is being prepared
before you pick up the phone,
says Scott Bilker, author of “Talk

Money tip of the day
Disputing credit-card fees

Your Way Out of Credit Card
Debt.” Bilker recommends: Get
a notepad and a pen or pencil.
Taking notes helps you make a
record of who you talked to,
when you called and what repre-
sentatives offered. Keep the
record in case the company
doesn’t do what it promised. Bilk-
er says if you have the phone ca-
pabilities to do so, you should
also tape-record your call.

To prepare yourself mentally,
remember that the bank or cred-
it-card company needs your
business to stay in business.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Don’t attack the system

In his July 12 letter “Bush’s acts can't be
forgiven,” the writer argues semantics with
a 12-year-old. As maniacal as it is for an
adult to undermine the opinions and ques-
tions posed by a child, it is best to check
your own wording to save embarrassment.

In describing our president, the writer
says that he was “unchosen for the job to
begin with.” Unchosen is not a word in the
English language. If it were, T would sup-
pose it to mean, “of or relating to something
that is at first chosen, then seized from those
who chose it.”

Semantics aside, the writer’s reasoning is
replete with misinformation. “We” did elect
President Bush, if you consider “we” to in-
clude the country’s Founding Fathers and
past generations, who put the idea of an
Electoral College into action. Popular vote
did not elect Bush, granted; but under the
Electoral College system, we do not elect
the presldenl and vlce presldenl through a

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
right to edit letters for length, taste and clarity.
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U.S. M:
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Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from Japan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
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DSN 229-3271
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osd.mil

direct, . The
elecnon is decided by the combined results
of 51 state elections (in this context, the
term “state” includes the District of Colum-
bia). Your vote helps decide which candi-
date receives your state’s electoral votes.
The founders of the nation devised the Elec-
toral College system as part of a plan to
share power between the states and the na-
tional government.

Bush’s win was not without precedent.
The same occurred in the Hayes/Tilden
election of 1876, and the Harrison/Cleve-

land election of 1888 due to the statistical
disparity between vote totals in individual
state elections and the national vote totals.
The “calamity” that the writer says was
“thrust upon” President Bush, I am sure,
was in reference to the destruction and dev-
astation that was caused by the attacks on
Sept. 11, 2001. It also could be argued that
the country was on the brink of “calamity”
when the adulterous, disbarred and im-

peached man left office. Due to the inepti-
tude of President Clinton’s foreign intelli-
gence, Osama den was never dealt
with, or even pursued, until President Bush
was put into office.

1 assume that [when the writer made] the
allusion to the war in Iraq as “specious,”
“driven by personal vanity,” “ham-fisted di-

plomacy,” “marred,” and “border[ing] on
funy," the report from the Senate committee
concluding that the CIA had mistakenly ad-
vised President Bush of Iraq’s possession of
weapons of mass destruction had not been
released. It must also be stated that George
Tenet, the former director of the CIA that
supplied this erroneous information, was ap-
pointed to that post by Clinton.

T will not reflect on the exaggerations that
the United States is “being turned into a po-
lice state” and that “99 percent of us” did
not benefit from Bush’s tax relief “for bil-
lionaires” (which, if repealed, would cause
great strains on small businesses).

As all presidents who are re-elected have
proved, legacies are made during the sec-
ond term. Nixon had Watergate, Reagan
had winning the Cold War and_defeating
communism, and Clinton had Monica
Lewinsky’s blouse and his cigar.

President Bush’s second term will also
provide his legacy. When Bush leaves of-
fice, in 2009, he will leave behind a newly
structured tax system (most likely a Europe-
an-styled value-added system or a flat tax),
a more peaceful Middle East and a strong
ally in Iraq.

Sgt. Daniel M. Golden
Kuwait

Cosby does harm by blaming victims

BY EARL OFARI HUTCHINSON

omedian Bill Cosby can’t seem to

help himself. In his latest

shoot-from-the-lip outburst

against blacks, he claims they
can't read, write or speak coherent En-
glish. Black children, he said, are “going
nowhere.” But he is as wrongheaded this
time as he was when he made similar re-
‘marks in May.

Look, we can all agree that the gap be-
tween black and white students is too wide
and that black-on-black crime is unaccept-
able. But Cosby — a multimillionaire — is
way out of line in trying to pin these tired
stereotypes on all poor black youth, with-
out any acknowledgment that many young
blacks and their parents are striving to
achieve, and indeed are achieving, often
against terrible odds.

Recent surveys by the U.S. Department
of Education found that since 1975 black
enrollment and scores had increased
in many school districts while the dropout
rate had decreased. The number of blacks
receiving bachelor’s and master’s degrees
also has markedly increased.

's more, despite Cosby’s snide com-
ments, a 2002 survey of student attitudes
by the Minority Student Achievement Net-
work, an Illinois-based educational advoca-
cy group, found that black students were
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as motivated, studied as hard and were as
serious about graduating as whites.

And despite Cosby’s charge that “the
lower-economic people are not holding up
their end,” even in the poorest of poor
black neighborhoods countless numbers
of children live in nonwelfare-dependent,
two-parent households in which the chil-
dren do not sell drugs, join gangs, get preg-
nant in their teens or mumble in unintelli-
gible babble.

Cosby should know these things. He has
spent much of his career battling the
clown, coon and mammy images of blacks
in Hnllywood He has written books tout-
ing the achievements of young blacks. He
has given tons of money to charitable and
educational causes whose goal is to pro-
vide resources and create opportunities
for the legions of young blacks who want
to improve their lives.

Though Cosby is one of the best-known
blacks to fan negative racial stereotypes,
he’s hardly the only one. Despite much evi-
dence to the contrary, many blacks — and
that apparently includes Jesse Jackson
Sr., who nodded approvingly during Cos-
by‘s latest tirade — routinely trash, de-
mean and ridicule themselves. They un-
thinkingly spin sordid tales of ghetto car-
jackers, gangbangers, drive-by shooters
and dope dealers that supposedly turn
every black community into a war zone.

Some blacks in the rap and hip-hop
world are deeply complicit in fanning
these stereotypes. The rap moguls have
reaped kings' ransoms peddling their
music-video-cartoon version of the thug
life; some, like Tupac Shakur, tragically
fell victim to it when the violence turned
real. The rebellious young of all colors
‘who shell out billions and buy into this life-
style are almost totally mindless of the so-
cial complexities and artistic and intellec-
tual richness of the black experience.

Cosby’s remarks are not just offering
grist for conservative talking heads; they
blame the victim, giving credence to the
idea that all the problem< of poor blacks
are self-inflicted. ...

Instead of blaming the victim and en-
couraging old stereotypes, Cosby should
be directing his ire at the root causes and
demanding action. .

Cosby didn’t mvem the shopworn stereo-
type that poor blacks, and indeed the poor
in general, are their own worst enemy.
And few would deny that there are steps
that black Americans should be taking.
But when he speaks, people listen. In this
case, what they heard only reinforces nega-
tive beliefs about the black poor.

Earl Ofari Hutchinson is a political analyst and
author of *The Crisis in Black and Black.” This
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Kerry should renounce extremist support

t won’t be long now until
John Kerry will be accepting
the Democratic nomination
for president of the United
States, and I can almost hear him
speaking as
he looks out
at the expect-
ant delegates
and tells
them where
he stands.
“I'would re-
mind  you,”
he may well
say, “that ex-
tremism  in
the defense
of my elec-
tion is no
vice. And let me remind you also
that moderation in the pursuit of
defealmg George W. Bush is no vir-

Jay Ambrose

! hose words — with a few chang-
es — were actually spoken by
Barry Goldwater when he accept-
ed the Republican nomination in
1964. Some of his most vociferous
supporters were wacky to the
point of being scary, including
some members of the John Birch
Society. Its founder, Robert Welch,
had gone so far as to say President
Dwight Eisenhower was a “dedicat-
ed, conscious agent of the Commu-
nist conspiracy.”

Reject these extremists, Goldwa-
ter was urged. But while his own
conservatism consisted essentially

of the common sense, real-world
understanding of the threats to the
individual posed by an ever-grow-
ing federal government, he tread-
ed softly in talking about even his
looniest backers, telling the GOP
convention that extremism in de-
fense of liberty was a good thing
and that moderation in pursuit of
justice was bad.

A few commentators have urged
Kerry to reject the extremists now
shrieking their absurdities. More
should demand it, and Kerry
should do what Goldwater failed to
do: make clear that he wants no
part of the sort of politics that
feeds off paranoia and hatred
while poisoning political discourse
in America.

The candidate might start with
Julian Bond, president of the

Put Bond’s rhetoric in an extrem-
ism race with Welch’s, and it just
might take victory laps. According
to Bond, Bush wants to get rid of
the 14th Amendment assuring
equality under law. The White
House, he has said, is in the grip of
a “right-wing conspiracy.” Bush
and other Republicans appeal to
“the dark underside of American
culture” and seek electoral suc-
cess through policies of racial divi-
sion, he keeps repeating.

Cunsndenng such talk — and, be-
lieve me, there is more and some
of it nastier — it's no wonder Bush
decided to avoid speaking at this

month’s  NAACP  convention
(““Will you walk into my parlor?’
said the spider to the fly. / ‘It’s the
prettiest little parlor that ever you
did spy.” ") Members of the group,
who reportedly were outraged at
Bush’s trepidation about being
eaten alive, might ask themselves
whether Bond and some others are
not demeaning an_organization
whose past accomplishments are
of historic consequence.

Kerry, who did address the
NAACP convention, is not going to
risk alienating minority voters by
taking on Bond, of course, but what
about Michael Moore, another out-
landish imaginer of conspiracies?
The director of “Fahrenheit 9/11"
as much as says in the movie that
Bush started the war in Iraq be-
cause of his family’s financial inter-
ests in Saudi Arabia. The thesis
that the war was meant to repay
the Saudis has a flaw, as others
have pointed out: The Saudis were
opposed to the war.

The movie has other flaws, such
as grotesque intellectual dishones-
ty in its failure to discuss Saddam
Hussein’s genocidal past.

Some of the film editing — giv-
ing one sentence of a Condoleezza
Rice quote entirely out of context
— is equivalent to lying. No, let's
state it more bluntly: It is a lie. The
movie represents a low in recent
American politics, and Kerry —
who says he has not seen it and
doesn’t plan to — ought to join

those flocking to theaters, and then
comment.

Oh, but let’s be real. I don’t kid
myself that Kerry will attack
Moore, either, or that he will casti-
gate the extreme bad taste of that
great intellect of our times, Whoo-
pi Goldberg, whose performance
at a recent Democratic fund-raiser
apparently established a new low.
He sure as heck won’t criticize Al
Gore, who went off the deep end in
a speech comparing Bush not just
to Hitler (common these days) but
also to Stalin. Wow.

But liberals might note that con-
servatives — William F. Buckley
led the way — did dissociate them-
selves from the John Birch Society
and other conspiracy-mongers,
making clear that their inanities
did not represent their philosophy.
The way thus was further paved
for a conservative ascendancy
marked by the election of Ronald
Reagan as president. Political cour-
age can have its rewards.

Jay Ambrose is director of editorial
policy for Scripps Howard Newspapers.

and Bush should be realistic, not just optimistic

BOSTON
never dreamed that I would be feeling
quite so cranky this early in the cam-
paign season. Or that I would be driv-
en from my usual sunny disposition to

grumpiness by the Optimism Imperative.

Have you noticed
that the second most
overused word in presi-
dential politics — right
after “values” —is opti-
mism? Optimism is not
just an attitude any-
more, it’s an entire po-
litical platform. It’s as
if both candidates
were competing for Op-
timist in Chief.

The whole thing
began, as far as I can
tell, in February, that
dourest of months, when Bus mpaign
manager said: “We’re moving into a phase
where we will begin contrasting the presi-
dent’s positive, optimistic vision with the al-
ternative.”

Since then, Republicans have issued more
‘warnings about pessimism than about terror-
ism. Bush has ritually described himself as
“optimistic about America because I believe
in the people of America.” The Republicans
have run ads — going negative on negativ-
ism? — attacking Kerry as “still pessimistic,
on a misery tour.” Dick Cheney, a walking,
talking scowl of a man, has said “it’s a choice
between President Bush's hope and opti-
mism and Sen. Kerry’s pessimism.”

And even after Kerry walked to the sunny
side of the street for his running mate, the
Bush/Cheney Web site warned: “Sen. Ed-
wards delivers his pessimism with a South-
ern drawl and a smile.” He isn’t an optimist,
he just plays one on TV.

Edwards himself once delivered a speech
called “In Defense of Optimism.” And Kerry
put out an ad, full of beaming children, say-

Ellen Goodman

ing: “We're a country of the future. We're a
country of optimists. We're the can-do peo-
ple.”

The need to be seen as the Upbeat Candi-
date became institutionalized after 1987,
when psychologist Martin Seligman’s re-
search on campaign speeches concluded
that the more optimistic candidate nearly al-
ways wins.

The Optimism Imperative usually cites a
list of White House winners. Franklin Del-
ano Roosevelt’s theme song in the midst of
the Depression was “Happy Days Are Here
Again.” Ronald Reagan made his
sunny-ness into a slogan: “Morning Again in
America.” And Bill Clinton was the ever-re-
silient Man from Hope. On the other hand,
there was Jimmy Carter “malaise.”

As for Bush, who continually boosts his
own optimism? One ad even says that “pessi-
mism never created a job.” (Tell that to the
defense industry.) Was it the pessimist Bush
who accepted the bleakest flotsam and jet-

sam of intelligence to bolster war against
Saddam? Or was it the eternal optimist Bush
who believed that we'd be greeted with flow-
ers?

For that matter, does the Bush view of a
world divided into good and evildoers cheer
you up? Or make you gloomy? Is the view
that we should bring democracy to the world
optimistic? Or foolhardy? By the way, the
Bush team still can’t decide whether it wins
more points when voters are scared or hope-
ful. So we get alternating terrorism alerts
and happy talk. Maybe this is what Oscar
Wilde meant when he said, “The basis of op-
timism is sheer terror.”

The Optimism Imperative has infected
both parties, but it actually comes in two
strains: the ins and the outs. The “ins” attach
optimism to the status quo and equate criti-
cism with pessimism. The “outs” attach opti-
mism to change.

John Kerry, who does not come across as
ahappy warrior, has chosen as his campaign

mantra a poem written by Langston Hughes
during the Depression: “Let America be
America agan/Let it bethe dream it used to

In my book, any politician who thinks he
can beat the odds and become president of
the United States qualifies automatically as
an optimist. With the possible exception of
Ralph Nader. But I am not willing to con-
cede that a candidate’s optimism is the politi-
cal trump card. Attitude is no substitute for
sober judgment. A cheerleader is not always
aleader.

Some of our greatest accomplishments
and some of our greatest disasters were all
begun with optimism. The “can-do spirit” is
fine and Yankee Doodle Dandy. But a leader
needs to know the difference between what
we can do and what we should do, and what
we’d better not do.

That would give me reason for optimism.
Ellen Goodman is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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Family shooting

KENNEWICK

Four children who
were reported missing after
their grandparents were
shot to death were found
safe last week, but their fa-
ther remained at large, au-
thorities said.

Neighbors ~ reported
seeing James T. Moran
leave the mobile home
where the shootings
took place, police
Sgt. Randy Maynard said. Cpl. T1m
Scott said the victims were the cl
dren’s maternal grandparents.

They were identified as Glenn
Dale Carr, 57, and his wife, Debra
Jolene Carr, 50.

An Amber Alert had gone out for
the four children, ages 5 to 10.

Very old pottery find
ROANOKE — Archaeolo-
gists have uncovered pot-

tery pieces, spear tips made of

quartz and a large cooking area in
an American Indian settlement dat-
ing back to the 13th century.

The dig is the latest of several
that have taken place over the last
few decades along the Roanoke
River. A series of floods, which
may have forced the group to
leave, protected the artifacts and
kept them from becoming mixed
with the remnants of later civil
tions, said Bill Stanyard, a senior
archaeologist at the site.

“It’s unusual for it to be so well
preserved,” Stanyard said of the
site.

Stanyard’s team of a dozen ar-
chaeologists plan to continue exca-
vating the 8,000-square-foot site
for the next several weeks.

DUI cutoff lowered

DOVER — Gov. Ruth Ann

Minner signed the state’s
lower blood alcohol limit into law
during a ceremony at Delaware
State Police Headquarters. The
law took effect immediately, mak-
ing it illegal for anyone to drive
with a blood alcohol concentration
of .08 percent or more. The previ-
ous limit was .10.

Fish got the ring
ST. PAUL — Erik Hobbie
was amazed at his own stu-
pidity.

The St. Paul native and ice fisher-
man had known for months how he
would propose to his girlfriend.
Over Thanksgiving weekend last
year at his family’s cabin near Ely
in far northern Minnesota, he had
his chance.

Hobbie woke up early that morn-
ing to drill holes in the ice on Burn-
tside Lake and erect a tip-up — a
spring-loaded device that indicates
a fish has taken the bait.

On the end of the line he tied his
grandmother’s heirloom diamond

ring.
Poorly, as it turned out.
en he went to the hole with
his girlfriend, Pamala Gahr, and
they pulled up the line, the ring
was gone.

“When he got to the end, he just
looked at it in kind of horror,” said
Gahr. She didn’t believe him until
he produced the empty jewelry

“There was nothing we could do
but laugh,” Gahr said. “Then we
just stood there staring at the hole
for quite some time trying to figure
out what to do.”

Hobbie, 44, who works as a
chemical engineer in Washington,

ROUNDUP

D.C., popped the question on the
spot anyway. Gahr, 37, a native of
Champlin, said, “Yes.”

Kid gets gramps medals

FORT COLLINS — A

ninth-grader’s history
project helped her grandfather get
two Silver Stars and four other
World War II medals nearly 60
years after he left the Navy.

Donald Galbraith, 78, received
the medals in a surprise ceremony
at his daughter’s Fort Collins home
on July 4.

Galbraith served on the USS In-
diana in the South Pacific but left
the service in 1946 without apply-
ing for the medals. His grand-
daughter, Mariah Foster, 16,
learned of the omission while docu-
menting his life for a school

project.

Galbraith’s  daughter, ~Carrie
Mass, decided to track the medals
down. It took 18 months, but she re-
ceived them three weeks before In-
dependence Day. Mass invited her
father to her house for the holiday,
telling him it was for a family por-
trait. Instead, he was greeted by
friends, family members and Navy
officials for the presentation.

Developer hailed

DETROIT — Officials hope
that Wayne County’s new
redevelopment chief can work the
same magic in Detroit that he has
elsewhere. Mulugetta Birru turned
Pittsburgh’s slag heaps into clus-

Pow wow

Travis Lovett, of Douglasville, Ga.,
dances during the Great Mohican
Indian Pow-Wow at the Mohican
Reservation Campgrounds in Loud-
onville, Ohio.

ters of upscale hous-

ing and converted an
abandoned steel mill
into 123 acres of lofts,
stores and  offices.
Birry, 57, will head the
newly formed nonprofit
‘Wayne County Economic
Development Corp., begin-
ning Aug. 1.

Teen sentenced

ICLEARWATER — Kyle

Maskell, 18, was sen-
tenced to 10 days in jail and two
years probation for using a sling-
shot to shatter office building win-
dows some believed bore the
image of the Virgin Mary. Maskell
began serving his sentence imme-
diately. He also was ordered to un-
dergo psychological evaluation
and complete any recommended
treatment.

Flag project under way

ORD — Several residents

are in the initial stages of
raising $32,000 to fly a really big
flag. Jerry Neeman, president of
the Ord Flagpole Project Commit-
tee, was born on Flag Day. He
hopes his committee can erect a
150-foot flag pole to be topped by a
30-by-60-foot flag by July 4, 2005.

Wolf killed

ALBUQUERQUE — The

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice says a federal sharpshooter
has killed an endangered Mexican
gray wolf that was preying on cat-
tle on an Indian reservation in Ari-
zona.

‘Trappers had been trying to cap-
ture the wolf, amember of the Sad-
dle Pack, since March but the
rough terrain and the wolf’s errat-
ic movements made it too difficult.

The wolf was tracked to the San
Carlos Apache reservation on Sun-
day and killed with a single gun-
shot, said U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service spokeswoman Elizabeth

lown.

The agency decided in June to
authorized the lethal action, mark-
ing the second time federal agents
have killed a wolf in the New Mexi-
co-Arizona region since the Mexi-
can wolf reintroduction program
began in 1998.

“Lethal take is our last choice
for removing wolves,” said Dale
Hall, director of the agency’s south-
west region.

Before the reintroduction pro-
gram began, Hall said the Fish and
Wildlife Service made a promise
that it would remove depredating
wolves.

Windmill project snag
™ OLIVER SPRINGS — The
expansion of the Tennessee
Valley  Authority’s  windmill
project on Buffalo Mountain has
hit a last-minute snag.

Oliver Springs Mayor Ed Kelley
worries that hauling the seven-ton,
135-foot-long windmill blades and
95,000-pound bases for each of the
15 windmills through his town will
damage the roads.

“You’re not going to pull that
crap down my streets unless some
judge tells me,” Kelley told repre-
sentatives of the three companies
involved in the $30 million Invener-
gy LLC project Tuesday.

“It is not our intention to come

tlegging through here and
leave a path of destruction in our
wake,” Alan Barnhart, president of
the company overseeing the
project, assured the mayor.

1 . R;:n Nall, left, pours his mother, La;lrie, a
Busnless 18 SIOW cool drink as they wait for customers at

Ryan’s lemonade stand in front of their home in Anderson, S.C.

3 3 Two baby rnby throated hummingbirds wait to be
Dinner time fed in their nest at the home of Mildred and
Cecil Ellis in Danville, Ky.

3 3 Workers put finishing touches on the
Wra’pplng lt up sculpture christened “Cloud Gate” at
Chicago’s Millennium Park. The sculpture of polished steel plates is part
of the $475 million project between Lake Michigan and bustling Michigan
Avenue to be opened to the public July 16.
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ipants cross the Sundial Bridge during an unveiling ceremony in
Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava crafted the $23.5

Inaugural crossing
bridge.

A cut above

Chainsaw sculptor Keiji Kidokoro,
of Aichi, Japan, makes the initial
cuts on the log he is transforming
into a mountain house during Olde
Sanborn Days at the Sanborn Fire
Hall in Sanborn, N.Y.

3 Construction continues on the inte
Work mn progl'eSS or of the FleetCenter in Boston in
preparation for the July 26-29 Democratic National Convention.

Teek Eaton-Koch, 17, constructs an Aztec temple during the annual sand
sculpture contest in Greenwich Point, Conn.

His masterpiece

Teen nabbed by police

GREEN BAY — Three

times was the charm for po-
lice who apprehended a teen bicy-
clist after the third robbery in a
week of the same gas station.

Police said Monday that the
18-year-old man was arrested in
connection with the robberies at
East Mason Shell. The final heist
was Sunday night, and it followed
robberies the previous Tuesday
and again on Friday. The descrip-
tion of the robber in all three cases
was similar.

After the first two robberies, Of-
ficer Dave Steffens staked out the
station area.

Once the call about the robbery
came in, Steffens spotted a suspect
pedaling a bicycle and took him
into custody without incident.

Christopher R. Harris was
charged with three counts of armed

. carrying a possible sen-
tence of up to 40 years in prison.

Airline service ends

LATROBE — Arnold Palm-

er Regional Airport near La-
trobe saw the departure of the last
US Airways Express. The flight
ended 19 consecutive years of com-
muter service linking the airport
with Pittsburgh International Air-
port, about 45 miles away. Airport
officials haven’t been able to line
up another commuter service.

Woman was not dead

SAN FRANCISCO — The

San Francisco Fire Depart-
ment is investigating why a para-
medic crew pronounced a
90-year-old woman dead and left
her for the medical examiner, only
to rush back to her home an hour
later when investigators discov-
ered she was alive.

The woman, Divia Masetti, died
the next day after being taken to a
hospital, authorities said.

Masetti was discovered last
week in her house, caked in dried
blood and urine and covered with
flies and ants. The neighbor who
found her, Anna Iriartborde, said
she promptly called 911. “I really
thought she was dead,” she said.

A paramedic pronounced Maset-
ti dead at the scene. Paramedics
were summoned back after Maset-
ti moaned when the coroner’s in-
vestigators moved her, authorities
said. She died the next morning;
the cause of death has not been de-
termined.

Tax-free weekend late

ANDERSON — Some par-

ents must wait until school
starts to get a chance to buy
tax-free school supplies during the
state’s annual sales tax holiday
weekend. The holiday falls this
year Aug. 6-8. About 300 of the
state’s 1,100 schools will start be-
fore Aug. 6. Items such as clothes
and computers are exempt from
the state’s S percent sales tax and
any additional local sales tax.

No more party school

BOULDER — University
of Colorado freshmen are
getting a strong anti-alcohol mes-
sage as the school tries to crack
down on binge drinking and shed
its image as a party school. This
year’s freshmen will take a manda-
tory Web-based alcohol course.
Presentations for students and
parents about alcohol, date rape,

drugs and safety are getting higher
billing in the orientation schedule.

Wal-Mart plans blocked

HILLSBORO — The Ore-

gon Court of Appeals de-
nied Wal-Mart’s plans to build a
store in Hillsboro after the world’s
largest retail chain argued the city
changed its rules in order to block
the store. Wal-Mart spokesman
Eric Berger said Wal-Mart has not
decided whether it will appeal to
the Oregon Supreme Court. The
city’s objections centered on traf-
fic and whether the store would
blend in a residential area.

Girl

en hy ferrets

CARY — A 6-month-old

girl wound up in the hospi-
tal after three ferrets bit her multi-
ple times at her home. Her parents
have been charged with misde-
meanor child abuse.

John William Taylor, 33, and
Donna_Carroll Taylor-Colville, 38,
were charged after a social worker
notified police of the baby’s injuries.

Police say they are investigating
the case; more charges could be
filed.

Police said Taylor and Tay-
lor-Colville had allowed the ferrets
access to the baby in their apart-
ment.

Halibut found ruined

ANCHORAGE — Airline of-

ficials believe they have
found the halibut that vanished
from Ray Bolanos' checked bags
two weeks ago on an Anchor-
age-to-Seattle flight — an incident
that galled the Bolanos family, mys-
tified the airline for a time, and
stirred media interest across the
country.

Brenee Davis, a general manag-
er for Continental Airlines in An-
chorage, said the oompanys bag-
gage handlers discovered “a ton of
rotting fish” under a luggage con-
veyor belt recently at Ted Stevens
Anchorage International Airport
that was stinking up the room.

Bolanos was flying Continental
‘when about 40 pounds of his hali-
but vanished. Davis said there’s no
way to be certain the fish was his,
but “we’re taking a lucky guess.”

The fish smelled incredibly bad
and was pitched immediately,
Davis said.

Town renamed

NY ALBANY — The Franklin
County town of Altamont is
no more.

‘The town has been renamed Tup-
per Lake to eliminate confusion
with an Albany County village by
the same name.

Town officials hope the name
change will bode well for tourism
while strengthening ties with the
Adirondack village of Tupper Lake.

“Tam excited that the town of Al-
tamont is being changed to the
town of Tupper Lake,” said town
supervisor Gregory LaFrance. “It
will save a lot of confusion with the
village of Altamont and it enhanc-
es the cooperation between the vil-
lage and town governments.”

Earlier this year, town officials
lobbied the Legislature and Gov.
George Pataki to change the
town’s name after it was deter-
mined that it carried no historical
significance. On Sunday, Pataki
signed legislation into law authoriz-
ing change.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Horoscope

Mars and Neptune exchange
strong vibes, inviting one another to
show off their talents. Mars wants us
to take strong, decisive
action, whereas Neptune
begs us to latch onto more
ethereal concepts and
dream bigger, even if our
plans aren't actually feasi-
ble. Wait until tomorrow's
new moon to choose be-
tween practical and possibili-
ty thinking,

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(July 16). Your confidence
and self-esteem are off the
charts this year, helping you
build friendships that will
carry you toward your life purpose.

Positive influences go far to bring-
ing you toward your goals — you'll
find many of those in an educational
setting.

Change patterns that no longer
suit you in November, and you'll
increase your eaming in the pro-
cess.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Though it would be so easy to get
caught up in how and why you
landed in this place, stay attentive to
what is happening now. If you can
stay present, new clarity helps you
develop a workable action plan.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).

You're a big respecter of privacy, but

you may not be able to contain your
curiosity about a situation any long-
er. Remember what happened to
the cat! Before you ask a lot of
questions, consider what you might
be getting into.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You've got the energy to move
forward, but there will still be delays.
No worries — these only help you
make more thorough plans and also
give you the chance to review and
be sure before you finalize deci-
sions.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The day starts not with a bang but
with a burst of diligence and elbow
grease. Even if all you do is prep
work today, it's the most productive
day you've had in a long time. De-
tails fall right into place.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Many
people will be competing for the
same result, and only a small num-

Joyce lillson

ber will be able to attain it. Such
odds don't scare you, though. Mahat-
ma Gandhi said, “There would be
nothing to frighten you if you refused
to be afraid.”

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Your emotions are volatile. Take
time to cool off whenever
you need it. Puttering
around the house is just
the remedy to take your
mind off worries and ease
you into a productive
mood. Tonight, you're
magnetic.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Re-define
your aims, goals and
objectives. Even if you
spend the whole day
thinking, drawing, plan-
ning, making charts and researching
— and do nothing that makes you
any money — you'll be far ahead for
the effort.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You've got much to do and won't be
able to handle it all alone. Begin the
day by delegating to whoever
seems willing. A flirtation with an
Aries or Leo featured. Even you are
surprised by your own nerve.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Get domestic annoyances out
of your life once and for all. Cleaning
out your house helps you move
forward. Also, forgive loved ones of
whatever it was they did to get you
mad. Resentments only restrain
you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You'll build on your former
expectation and create a new one
that overshadows anything you've
dared to dream in the past. Just
because you envision something
doesn’t mean you'll get it, but it
certainly increases your chances!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Develop your powers of empathy!
Whether applied to your love life or
your professional life, your increased
compassion will make you rich.
Practice visualizing life from another
person’s point of view. You'll find
solutions.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're focused on the practicalities
of life. After all, they must be han-
dled in order for you to relax and
dream. Lists, visualization, organiz-
ing and just doing will make a huge
difference in your world.

Creators Syndicate

Peanuts

ot

THAT LAST LETTER 40U SENT TO

| SHE'S NOT THERE ANY MORE

SHE'S
BEEN 0!

16/04.

““
A \§

S

1M NOT GOING. WEL W TOW | FIRST LEYS.
] TRUCK PULLED | HEAR YOu SAY
2 YT OV, AND | YOU LOVE ME.
2 THERES 1O
© MAGE, SO
=
=
£
<
£
=
]
o
OF GOING BpCK
© PRiSoN AND
£ | YBALING Wil
H AlL
Pl
n
E
S
=2
123
=
N
oS PEOPLE AT [“ASK THE SAME. tove 77 FAerer AL THio
G NSTANTLY THGHS, || PeopLe WHAT Jnar” | o
THINK OF FIVE THEY LOJE 0 o
REAR, | AGOUT THEIR. mean, | [ mich oRe 0
ﬂ.AﬁSV | i BODIES, AND SOME- TOUCH WITH
.| most witL M\)E WHAT'S WRONG
Wi us?
>
£
=
]
o

ILL GET
You oNe./

DO we HavE ’
ANY
BAND- AIPS 7
A%

GPON GEBO

2 Q
A SHAVING CL\Q
N

CHANCE BROWNE

Hi and Lois

Beetle Bailey

Red and Rover

Better or Worse

m
TP {Gave AWAY
e =

WOULD Y20 LikcE

Now GLOBE?Z,

You SEE7 PeoRe DT (. TuaTE Wiy THE:
SRRy TeErsIReD) Y
- MEMORABILIAT 4}“5”"5" e

T THOMGHT YOU ONCY LOST YOR

YO Mo PLaving PrIviEGE S

FOR TODAY Wi W B

V(\uk rMomS mezne VASE P
o




Friday, July 16, 2004 - STARS AND STRIPES -

] PAGE 19

THE ONE THAT WOULD

REMEMBER THE IASON, T SAD
TURN THAT
THING OFF
AND PLAY A THEORY
OUTSIDE!
—

LAUNCHING
STARCRAFT... {

&

.

[ poYou Have OPEN YOUR EYES, LADY,
. EesT | WE HAVE PORT-A-JOHKS
ol THE.

EOOME |
COURSE? ULL OVER THE COURSE

LETE

T rreaAw

B.C.

3
@
=2 Across Down 26 Mag. staffers
@ 1 Anecdotal 1 Improvise 28 EWR info
2 collection 2 Pleasant Island, 30 Commotion
] 4 Spreadsheet, e.g. today 31 Nightwear
7 Trattoria entree 3 Roma Downey 32 Back talk
o EgugggRgAﬁ NOW IT 16 700 LATE., 12 Judo degree portrayal 32 ;wel\ed‘ hleaffd7
SPOKE | HOMBRE GntinA, 13 Bill's partner 4 Liniment target usical staff?
——1 4 14 Siip 5 Decanted 37 Industrial
.ﬁ 15 Schiep 6 On top of the © g’i‘ﬁl
] ( 16 Grassy garment world? 22 B9
= LA 18 Anger 7 Mexican money 43 Mata Hari
5 = 19 Poet's Muse 8 Torah
_— repository portrayer
= = 20 Idea symbol 44 Pueb)
= 22 Tide rival 9 Lanka lead-in ueblo
n ’ 10 Craggy peak material
23 Icicle's place 11 ey 45 “Smooth
WHAT'S THAT, J [ NOTHING, T'O LIKE TO SEND | et & I i ustrations N
T s A £ oAs S (O] | [T 27 Bazeg the il SO Operator” singer
ANy ok, SLOWEST )N T \ 29 — out (broke) 21 Explosion 46 Catch sight of
A 15 FIREDHTY A 31 Accordion feature 50 (BT 48 sch. org.
- 34 Loves not wisely o S PO 49 Barn dweller
but too well 50 Author Buscaglia
25 Churchill
35 Picture in pieces 51 Barbie's ex
2 ) " gesture
B N 37 “Friends” cast
5 B 2 member Answer to Previous Puzzle
& 1 38 Lady Macbeth’s
dog? P[s]I P[R[E[P
¢ o "
NEGOTIATIONS § ¢ | BUT WHERE 1T sAvs TLL 39 "Eureka! EJOIN O[0|Z|F
H ¥2§J§§L0LM§€\#:ELAILL 2| o6 You A swrmming 41 Guru's discipline AlulT S|O|R|E
SO FAR WE'VE AGREED 3 RESENUE Sarens 2| POOL CIITH MY BARE 45 Sleep soundly?
THAT MY COMPANY WILL [£ g &| HANDS, T WILL NOT DO I S|T|A[R
TAKE ALL THE Expenses |B] AND P“BL\IC CREDIT. 3| THAT. - 47 Craze -% =
AND LEGAL LIABILITIES ] 48 Bikini pattern
£ YOU WINI YOU
J § H \ RN GaE'A 52 Back A s|u[R[Y
K I 97 T s[L[o[E
H Hp! 53 Tammany Hall
E 3| H boss E T|A[G
=2 H T HI § 54 Energy 1IN[G
a ° 55 Undergo v
ANOTHER 6007 THING |5 YoU CAN Toaeeeeed recession A[T[E
B85 THE FIRST IN YOUR NEjGHBORHOOP 56 Isolated =Toly
TO B THE FiRST IN Yol 57 Cunning
- / 58 Canape topper E|W|E
7-16 CRYPTOQUIP
8
b“g BRnE DGSO B DR FSPQ SKBPBS
= s e e
N - PISOBK I'FSSB SPTG
1 BELIEVE THAT TELEVISION WHY 1S YOU CAN'T CHANGE A
VIEWERS ARE SMARTER THAN THAT? WITH A REMOTE.
PEOPLE WHO READ BOOKS NOW CAN OD RBGSEF. BGS Z TRCQM
KPZ “GRCKS XB IRXOI!”
- Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: 1 ASSUME A
E MARRIAGE THAT HAS BEEN OUTLAWED
b= COULD BE CALLED A WEDDING BANNED.
g Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals G




PAGE 20 )

L]

* STARS AND STRIPES

. Friday, July 16, 2004

Let the man do some pursuing JUMIELE

Dear Abby: 1 met a manona
business trip recently.

T'll call him Ray. We spent a
little over a week together and
had a wonderful time. After I
returned home, we decided we’d
try a long-distance “whatever.”
(It was never defined.) The fol-
lowing weekend I paid to
fly Ray here, and it was
great. It seemed like
things were heating up.

Two weeks later I
arranged a weekend
getaway for Ray, mybelf

s son and the son’s
friend. Again, I paid for
everything. Another
co-worker had relocated
there and joined us. We
‘went to a sporting event,
and when we reached the
ticket window, Ray said
he had only enough money to
pay for himself and the kids.
Naturally, I paid for my own
admission. My co-worker said, “T
can’t believe you put up with
him!” I ignored the comment.

The next day, he said he just
wanted to be friends. (No prob-
lem.) Last night, while we were

Dear Abby

online he switched screen
names. I made a comment, kid-
dingly, “Trying to hide from me?
(lol)” He went nuts! He sent an
instant message that this is why
he doesn’t date. When I tried to
respond, I found he had blocked
my messages.

Don't you agree that
1 deserve some explana-
tion?

— Stupid When it
Comes to Men

Dear “Stupid”: For
openers, I'd erase his
e-mail address from my
computer. Then I'd
take a long, hard look
at what had happened
since I met the man.
Once you decided you
liked him, you went
overboard. You made
all the arrangements.
You paid for everything. When he
backed off, you didn’t.

I don’t know whether or not he
was trying to avoid you when he
switched his screen name, but
you may have hit the nail on the
head. Next time, be less aggres-
sive. Let the man do some of the

pursuing. When something comes
too easily, it often isn't valued.

Dear Abby: we are invited to
a renewing of the wedding vows
of a couple who have been mar-
ried for 10 years.

We are trying to figure out if
we have to give them another
gift, since we gave them one
‘when they were first married.
Please help us out.

— Baffled in Brooklyn

Dear Baffled: Call the couple
and ask if (and where) they are
registered. This will give them
the chance to tell you whether or
not gifts are expecte:

A “renewal of vows” could be

CALVO

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
700 o e s ISCONTILED
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
1o form four ordinary words.

ARVEG

52 Youre
ruring

_\\\

008 Trure Vodia
Al Right

crvices, I,

fancy
party, and if you attend, you
should mark the occasion with
some sort of gift. It doesn’t have
to be expensive — it could be a
photograph of you and the cou-
Pple with a short shar-

e LTS, GO

ASHRIP
J
TIFLLE

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

@
ONENO®

ing a happy memory.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be

addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
o5 Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write

fo Abby on the nternet at

by the above cartoon.

Universal Press Syndicate

Daughter has an eye for bad boys

Dear Annie: vy
21 -year-old daughter,
sty,” is socially imma-
ture. She always has
been attracted to the
“bad” boys who lack
ambition, motivation,
jobs, cars and families.
‘We wonder why she is
drawn to this type, since
Misty was brought up
with scads of love and
attention. She has no
reason to feel that she
doesn't deserve a boy
with a positive future.
Misty’s latest romance is with
a young man of 25 who has no
family in the area and works as a
waiter at a coffee shop. He has
no car and seems to be staying
with a friend. In other words, he
is one couch short of homeless.
Misty has begun describing
this fellow as her fiance, al-
though we’ve heard nothing
about an engagement. The worst
part is that her sister and I have
a gut feeling about the guy that
scares us. We’ve never felt this
way about any of Misty’s other
boyfriends, but this one seems
dishonest, although we have no

Annie’s Mailbox

evidence to back up
our fears. We

talked about our feel-
ings with Misty, but

she insists the creep
treats her like a queen.
He now is pushing for
her to let him move
into her place.

T have asked Misty to
think carefully before
she gets engaged or
married, and to give
this relationship a little
more time before she
lets him move in.

— Misty-Eyed Mom

Dear Mom: We trust your gut
instincts that the current beau is
a creep, but that isn’t going to be
enough for Misty to drop him.

Perhaps she was raised to be a
confident young woman, but she
nonetheless lacks a healthy
sense of self-worth.

Misty needs to know her moth-
er not only loves her, but has
faith in her. Your worries may be
‘justified, but your criticism of
Misty’s romantic choices is un-
dermining her decisions, and she
is tuning you out. Is there some-
one Misty respects enough to

listen to about this? Her father
perhaps? A girlfriend, employer
or the family clergyperson? In
the meantime, get to know the
creep. It might help.

Dear Annie: You recently
printed a letter from a
13-year-old girl whose teeth
were discolored. You suggested
she talk to her parents and her
dentist about whitening them.

T have been told by more than
one dentist that a child should
not attempt to bleach his or her
teeth until age 18. Is it true? My
10-year-old wants to bleach his
teeth.

— Tooth Fairy in the Dark

Dear Tooth Fairy: Teeth whit-
ening is not recommended for
children under the age of 12.
Teenagers under 18 should be
evaluated individually by their
dentist to see if they are eligible
for whitening procedures.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and M igar, longtime
editors of the A Landers column.
uestions to annies-

abor.c/o Croators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los.
Angeles, CA 90045.
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Selling your couch, your
car or your Stephen

King collection?

Sell it FREE in Stripes
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Camp Kinser - 1991 Nissan
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iereo, g wheels,of canged

§ im, JG1 unil"Seo-

o2 (pic-

Tree evallie upers requsst
Call Steve at 637-375.
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1995 _Honda Yokota - 1992 Toyota Promi

i Maroon, 4-doer. auomat-

Kiur Shsat €0 Bt 4
o s secglen oo
I8 i Juns 5008, $2.000.00
050! Ca 227 5038

o507 Tovota Lteace V.

i Caoe 2008 s rost
1000 0BO. Call Marcia at
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funlo dive, Asking $330000 o
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87 7-653.0810 of 564-8805.

Yokota - 84 Skylne GT, project

s car runs, and drves
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Quarter panel and hood. Asking
$600. 0BO. 227:2703
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AUTO/AC/CD/SUNROOF/ PWR
EP 05. Ask: §
S1006 030-Gal 246 7085 Gl
080-5455-0452

Yooa atbse - 1991 Toyola
Tovenc lck 2.door

5 ale. 16 lier er\gw\s ch
until Janiary 2006, S1
Call 227 4485,

Yokota - 1988 Toyola Lite Ace
Van - Jcl August 2005, Auto-
matc Awhes\ Do, 0
Km, Seals 7.

Silocke HeallAC. AWM €D
payer,siyil e, Only asking
£780 0r BestOfer. Callanyime

Autos for Sale
Korea

‘Yongsan - 1992 Hyundal Excol,
Automatic, New stem,
Po

Windows,

Rocont tune
n M

Yokota, Domani,

u
Honda 04 take possession on/around
$600: JCI expwes Sopt, 20 ly 04 or carlier. $450.00

S
G011 47207314,

Yongsan Audi A4
o Bise with ey ook
jeather, . mint  condition.
28kilometer ali
01167417818,

(042)
mail tgeraid @asia.umuc.odu
1993 Toyola Carina -
groal, 4 door sedan,
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27-6848 o |aCs52000@yahoo.
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%00 00080 Call s hoe.
Buter- 96 Siva 814 Q's 90

ed with new OS.

2437007, anyoniaysa atmi.
lp.

Yokota - 1988 Toyota Lite Ace
Van Excelent condiion, JCI
unil - August ' 2005, $900.00
880, Ca3r seas

Yokota - 1989 Suzuki: Every
micro van, A-plale, gey. man-
ual, A/C, JCI bt March 2005,
$850/06 680, Qal 2577368

50 Honda e

swlpups&sa@yahoo com
Gamp Fostor - 1990 Lito Aco:
Brown, JC1 unil 2005, cold ALC,
lots of room, Just tuned Up, Low
lometers. Seling for $1.600.00
80, I e esied please call
6-418_or omail matow.

0 8son

Fostor - 1989 Toyota Hiace 8
Seanger van 30 il June
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Foster - 92 Toyola Cresta: JCI
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Asking '$2500.00 OBO.  Call
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goid
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s el Gott get o hnce,
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e
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ED: 4-door, sun

Trossag

900,00 OBO. Check it out

Ww o xang
comwatashinokuruma.

nolice’ humanitarian PCS, price

S
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cold dual AC, JCI
05. Must Saill

want pitures you can emal o | 125% 1EK for Brad at €3

%

Emina

fena - 1993 Honda Asco: inser -

5.0

Kinser - 1989

Kadena Suzuki_Escudo
November
unrool,

bk

1989 Honda: JCI unti
2004,CO player,

1955 eubeni ' 5ol

Call o
la at 6332391 it at 6374403
ena - 1085 Nesan prale

005, cold AIC,
M e iam\\y
00O

B0, Call
23100t G358

Nissan Prairie
at AIC, CD

Katofstone @yahoo com

Kadena - 1989 Mitsubishi Dol | Kads
ca: Brown runs good, diesel,
haeds' Some work, couid
ransport
eic. © Aski

for

s
diving/suring,

a1 9587000 or email Rebecca.

Kadena - 1992 Nissan laurel
4door, pearl wih ray nferior
excellont - condition ' (non-
emoker: Pover sunrof (never
feat ower windows, and

unil WMay 2005
§20008 7 paymonis at $169 al
5Cotors” Call 6350954

ena - 1994 Toun e x4

noonsio3 @yahos.com for pic:
wre.

vmyiidz2004 @Yahoo.com

$50000. " Call 6338061, or

rosier
doo

1994 Toyota Marino:
v, ol unl dune 2005,
aosi"es, ‘reat gas hlades
and great Car. $2,000.00 O
Must Sale soon. Call 646-4448
0109082937318 ask for Leon.

Foster - 92 Nissan Primera 2.
JCI unil July 2006, excellent
m?aumn & v maiicned win
Windows & 0 player
e Sooskers. Great \Eokig
car runs perfectly. If you want a
sporty family car, this one’s il
$2.000.00 0BO. Call 646-4433.
utanma . 1604 HondaProucd
ondilon,runs great
SEng ot ony 5190000 050
fs & must see. Call Jr
or Stephame al 933.5873 o

il
3

for pictures, need to go soon

Dmy $50000 inlrested E]
or

amiihyGtistobngio

Kadena - 1890 Honda Integra

Greal condition, cold A/C, CD

Kaa

no-
change, JCI
$1,300.00 0BO. Call 632:9131. | O,

Kadena

ooy great Shape, cold AC,

1pe laybr wih Sostne ool
G, new tres and oatery.
1 until October

52 wuoo 080 Cal (i

Lester - 1988 Toyola Hi-Ace
Van: Road tax 2004 paid, JCI

Kadena - Nissan Terrano (Path
Findor)Good motar and rans
needs JOI or you take and part
Gut nieir excallen concihon
©xt,_good diesel molor very
strong. Cal Colin 633-6801 o
email Golomakid @ hotma.com.

1995 Nissan Pulsar

Kadena - 1995 Toyota Estima:
Dark groen, d rear AC
COMP3 player, ground_effect,
aitermarkel_exhaust, 17 inch
1ms VGl 000 unil Aor 2006
Asking ¢ 0BO. Contact
Pele S Mams 516953550

o1
oot

Catongaar 8 K10
1 hone (&

¢ o)
080-17145851

', Okinawa -

Schwab - 1960 Nissan Terano:

-door_automatic, gas _engine,

bl exterir,grey iteir nled
ynious. a) bown

P 10 e b

Ghangar, "JCI unil Apt 3006

Asking ’$3,000.00.  Call Wil
782-5156.

fona - 1995 Nissan Skyling:

front suspension, Kenwor
player & 10" subs,
Windows, power locks. culd "8

i

od untl Jun fondaVigor:
Co° stereo,
power_windows.
EBAC asking 353000, Call
323804

K:
door

120038 yahoo.com

Kadena - 1990 Nissan Skyline
GIST: & specd, road ax pad
JCI unti may 3005, windows,
finted,

Kadk

some | unii

Cal

aftormarkol ' parts. $3,00000
OBO. Wil consider trades. Call
633.6296,

Siiver, 17" rims, new fires. nw
reak: v

runs excellent. $3.500.00
633

Kadena - Toyota 1992 Windom:
Stper cad AG,ai pover loks
and windows, " leaiher
sunool nied wrdows, n:r\use
control, CDfapo deck, road tax
paid, JCI Nov. 2005, runs
excellent! Very dependable car
$2,500.00 OBO. Call 937-0662.

Schwab - 1983 Toyola Hilx
Surt: d-door automatic, V6.
engine blue exlror ey et
v allpower, great AC, radio
Gib slayer, Jol"Nay 2006
Asking $350000. Call Wendy
080-3790.5¢

fena - 1995 Toyota Curren: | Courlney - 1994 Nissan Leopard
52 Very clean, vor ol

verything power, AIC, at excel-
font ‘amuy Ear. JC1 il Janary
2006. Asking 52,200.00 or best
offer. cAu 5197
090.9787-86

very coid A
i June 2006, ooks great a
OB

o0d
nd

8

Chris
8272

or Heather ai or

John Panasiewicz
(Circulation Director

Lt Col cl:all Toddd, USAF Mike Dawson

ICIRCULATION OFFICES

. Bryant Pierpont

deeting Manager

David Comstock
Harager

L

:\m\amn@v\mmm
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DSK: 2293171 (NL[ﬂ.!] um 4905
JAPAN:

mmander

Harrison B. Howard
Producion Hasager

Darian L. Wilson
Hareting Crorinamar

5450587
leﬂhm{ﬁh!hﬂil 2341
Misawa DEN: 214-341

Saseba DSK- lii-il'!ll

Taluri SH: 253-4770
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Baby ltems 200 | Baby ltems 200 | Computers 360 _ | Furniture 510 | Home Electronics 570 _| PCS Sale 780 _| Jobs Offered 630
L

Foster, Okinava - Evento i | Kadens, Okiawa - Oie Dokl | Kadens, Okia - Epson Per | Kacera, Onaws - Kichen | Kadena, Oknawa - 12" Plnsor | Yok, Japan - PCS.Yard Sle TRUC
white plaid infanifoddlercar | Biuo & Wil stfped Stollor, | fection” 1240U color scanner | Isand:~ Gro: off Sub wooler S00wlts max. Has | 7.00 AN, 1 noon, Bldg 3203, )
Seal” Wi paddsd i great | Botor basker & pocket on back | Wi all manuals, sofware, and | Nousing Bnughl o foser oo [ 312 et FOats MeX tacs | Diece i "echoom st hlaffAccoun(ant
Conason Wsod an Toay o | of s Uit gt Ueycien | ol box. Pt Shpe, |t e 67520000 ) s | e oo ot rers i | nflre amps e, Gshes in Accounting o Finance required
monine, | 52000, Call" 6326928 laave | excollen scans. 56000, Call | for S30000, Call Loa o Fyen | Speaker poromance. ol ong yar tocs 1og wah angnas || [ JV[UJC 2 amim relevan exenence
2, Call Jorniter a1 646.3877 | mossage. 855 G80G086 " or' amai " Lsa. | nal packng for 31500, Cal U | B conatinert ,S.Smn pis ‘bl to read Japanese & pus
email ¢ i are53.0008 et Call 227 563 Professional certifcation a plus
ictures available upon request. | Kadena, Okinawa - Two Strol- | Kadena, C'Kmﬁwa Gateway bl
Pl lable uponrequest. | Kedera, Onaa - T St | Kagens, Qknaue, Saieuy, 13 Oinawa - K, O 20 s e | Pick up  conmpiete jo deseripion and appcaion form from
Foster, Okinawa, - Graco pack | s 15e 54 Tor s now o | condiion Wil sl for $100.0. | charaing abi: Wi win Foricly good i | pel | |2 "4 located on Yokou A
a7 Py WA et mms ey ave Nk aking Space. One | Call Borie a e ot ncludn he. 9p | o, o Sl logk ol Nong | Pets Please contact DSN: 225-2080 o
area. 2l can B Sac | cen, s am oty | A9 17, 528 % | wiong wih i, but fm mowng, 1 e-mai drogers@asia-umuc.edu fo frther assistance.

monins. Ao’ Qraco car  Sea, | 6o Wilihg 1 sl one o83 | Facers Qunana, L enng | s s Eucsion cona | pad $136 1) ol HorSiatho
S50, Ca 6264083, ana ne Gnerfor $5000 080, |12, "5 p.sass mpuer || fon. 545.00. Callede-5283 | OB

Okinawa - nfant baby [ SONSLENCE. m;(”g,, il pce i up. Call Mike'at | Kadena, Okinaws 2097899086 ________
Tam.:ns il in'box. 10, Cab | {10102 % 5 ahao com B;-me«s) so'alab\elar‘vaw e"e‘ deh 2, Okinave - Lo 10 Yoy o
Jonnifer at ‘or_omail They have metal legs with | purchase the Sys. | Yoko! Fras

Kadens, Oldnawa - legs wih | purchase the BOSE 321 sy5. ?emned £ i kmcdg— Kadena, Qinau _ 659 aquar | Kadena, Ofinae - dcmm:

available by request : ) ¥ 633:6113 and ot mé know what , netere iro- | um for sale: i, never | st of floral curtains and vail
ey O e o | SIS B o i 5, TS  CA | i o | e i e R | e e

e SR et sty adustabo uminanco con' | A9 $20060, THeY, 46| o, Oknawa - Panasoni | e ————— | §5.§ S WS T P
Gonaifon,  Oriy 5 | g, Qi - Diicle for | ol resh i moder i, | 521, O VD piyer ps-dxawhrm wm Yongsan, Korca - A famiy with plex. Good conaion. 12500,
area u-sa;ss blect No mat. & - 9% |l new”condion only a few sl i or 'S smal chicen in Yongean might | Kadena, Okinaw 1| Balreg 635 6242
90080 Call Jerner oo oheck out o mai an | et CONIUON ¢ 8539 in the | Kadena, Okinawa - White Resin | 33 BOARD, vour | SWEETEST | ouidoor plsic Faygroing: 1n
es. 7900 0800 Cal Jenfer | e Call arle al 33-1266. | B i 3o 9o for $425. Ca | easies oo over 1o s | S 8242 | ERRE e Xd o ot puppy or goad ihipe, A’ $145.00. | Kaena, Okiawa - Longaberger
Bouin Ghomectner. PIutes | Kadona, Oknawa - Specalized | BHO2E2 S ol how S scaed | Foster, Okinaa - 31 nch FOA | youinie you ao oone APICH | Gat im ot 633.6235, Wirought ron bowt stand. Brand
avallablo upon 9qUeSt.____| Al roag bike Asking S500.00. | Kadena, Okinava - Sony VA | il box. puchased for €70 | ieeion  Gaod,  condtion | Juust 1 Conect L BN |oona. Okinawe - Large rash | 254 309,200 OF dlay. Fard
s Oy sty somp- | CUL SIS | AL ILONE Do 0 | 57RGE e WP | 0 6 s | myorsanie o con ' |big i of iy S | ey i "%
er: Only used a couy P'e of ""‘e a, Okinawa - Road Bike: each or bom !or $110.00. Call | 645-6438. eat for flea mesket 633-7703
Excellent condition, ve o h A er Montar, purshased fom B 3 Seaats: for the bag. Call 632-4712. ow7is
Excellent eondton, ver, ean | Hon vevmmance 2UBUS | fow monthe ago for 51609, ke | S120 oser Oknawa Ay cordion | Acorage 10r Sale 862 | cosocs o ao b 7| KT - 1955 Toyta Corona
BT s G e H S LR | o oty o | WU ML | AcoragelorSale 660 | o | 2%
1o, e e, 5 o0 | S50 et somvre Sl | e o W € e | 13C02birE" Whmpno\ 240 toye. Inlids puzzle. dols, and | BaTk Sreen ood
bowini B kormectnet A e o % Wwool i/ sotaworkanop oo, Gook | Kagens, Ok - Lana fo | Sed aninle, drung oo | oo S m mxe pads, Ao

paongle post win pedals, TN | sena, Okinawa - Comput mm/ndcxnhp"u:mmm‘&:‘w Ganumitr and o i Wi | 490G, Ok Very close to | Unopened kids meal prizes an
Kaena, Okinawa - Double | par, Selle Fite sadle, mmecu | Kadena, Okinawa - Gomputer | B3 5080 CERG Sl | dow™ mouming it~ ncuded | S AFR! Moo Iovd roeg | more. Al in sxcalnt condiion | 20045, 500, 2/, 25,0, PRec
gggwAngmger Usedm T WOk | 00 00, ol jamee | Gataay EV10:  mmScase 00000 win payment or 83600, 071ea5¢ call Soolt at | 1o buid on! Asking $10,000 or | Méke an offr. Call633-2033_| o rust i problem, POS grders
SHEAT! Dermcior @ iadens at ol conditon. Excelent for playing | $1700.00, wihout. lease emal| 0464520 ___________ | bes offer. Hury ths won' Iast! | Kagena, Okinawa - Barbiel Two | I hand, - must _sell~ Asking
asainire P, o0 | aers Onrava v s | Sl Tome o Koo Ar s | SOSN8, 78000 odo. eal
78 | 355166 tbrous ingues onty | Kadona, 0Ky vwghﬁgsmggs ol ome sets Barbe piki prty col 0280,

Kadera, Ofinava. - Fie Truck | Greal condit, 'Asking 560 7‘,‘“0&“ ey S g, touse). com, | burbankid@rstbbnejp
oﬂu\ev bed. Great for ymncm\d obo. C;!E wcdsas 2261 or emsv‘\ oters. in Eagmo City, | Plete V“'"él“ée hEEIaS “lﬂ Sg! nﬂﬂ“ Yokota, Japan - Wanted: Terzo
oo Tndapun "1yt | lames oz adan i i Tooms, and Barbs dolls ota, Japan - Wanted: Terzo
Cafeag gond ™ ° % O e ion ™ i et | G sass osee Kadena, Okinawa - Cherry wood | at 080-5077-6863
chwab, Okinawa - Kethy Ire | Same feceiver s fonled 1 0366 | smmmmmmm——— | 20GITG (a0 1 Yo o0,
Jand' e 5 e, nudes | xchenge” Wy Tt wren Yo Srorting Goods 0|50 Bo‘zw‘"mg.she pos: ;:koa‘ Japg;ﬂoJaFwnes?v‘ﬁle—

sser, -:nn own. Works all over the 004 changing pad covers, §5 each; | PON® Ane. yssa (voko
tor | o Comicase. Losy ha o 308t Ty ooy 1550 | SPoring Goods %60 E {2} (042) ‘5534502 or omai

oo, usos vl outel bt | O *Reche S550'08" ‘050 | Can b 13rbeSt amer, $10: Boppy wih acivity | 91aI0@ asia.umuc.oc

g infant car seat base. Taking | s h oW e rs Fopane | only). Asking $200.00 0BO. Cal | Neads to. Sell betors July 15, Foster, Okinawa - arch, $50, Gall 6851308 Spider Electra_paintball gun,
up room in my van. $50.00. Call | fireplace/heater. Large ~ galley | 836-2261 of email james.bermu- | Call 090-3790-5867. Yokota, Jay - 2 kerosene | saki 900 STS Jet SK‘ ExosHenl 4 i 9
Julie at 633-6692. with three-bumer propane stove, | dezkadena.af.mil —————————————| heaters. lwsa\e one small unit | condition with cover, 3 'slippery” | Kadena, Okinawa - Little tykes | black. _includes  hopper and
S | owave. and rofigera. | smmmm—  Yokota, Japan - Fumiture: Must | $60; one large unit: S100.00. | vest, great traier, ‘and exiras. | fire ruck step 2: in good real | Mask: $200.00 OBO. Piasocal
Fostor, Okinawa - Pog Porogo | Pheghieia®; an¢ eigere; - sell two brown reciiners, 3 | Fussa (Yokota): (042) 553-4502 | $5,600.00 OBO. Call 646-6275 | good shape. 825,00, Call Kim at | 2274731
Travel| System: Bought in the | ¢ine: vetemaler, 'l clc- Furniture 510 | monin old 5200 each, white | or _e-mail Igerald@asia.umuc. | for more informaion. 8336230, ot
sa\es%\ixzo?zdmvz blue 000 | e ana mach, rhuch more, | ——————————— | Wash' wih honey acosnis 7. | edu
With 3 car Bages, averything in | Surrenty Tocued 0 “Sasebo. | pug, Jamen - gt weod | 35 X 200" 850000 Speakers: B&M | aibal Hoop:  Groat . shabe, | pool table. for sal: Excaliont | Maryland), Never used $40,
reat cnnemun 2500 Toral. Japan. $120,000 For more | badroom: Queen bed framk Malr 803 spealrs, ane pai | hercy uses ot pucisd ‘St | Svopel Asking, S ot e, Semm e,
gesl iiomaton il 020:3802 8516 | 200 L ioc o 5 and 3, conatie "t i | 50 550U o | AP S50, NS 000 | oo s S 57
i amoire. $200: or whole Set for i wain, raled Up 0 250 walts, 71 or il spwar@ida. | on
§ oo | Home Elecranics 510 | s utconechaten S | Sy ™ 20

Kadena - Free Kiiens 3 months
old, 1 male & 1 fomale. Cal
6323278

Miscellaneous 1040 | Miscellaneous 1040

o
3
g
5
%
s
H

ster, Oknawa - Having
baby and want a comforter set | Boats. 240 0,
oas & |9

e | Sasebo. Japan - FOR SAL
sheet, bumper, dust ruffle and | Vegabond 421 saiboal, ketch-
Balance paid S250  seling for | igged, center cocloit. Beauiiul
$65.00 excollent condliion: Gall | IVeaboard and world cruiser in
Nicole a 616:6102. oxcaont. conaon, Ready’ 1o
Meole BRI | i amywhere. Main cabin-wi
Okinawa - Graco dyo | king sized berts, twin bunks. in
glide double stroller with maich- | second cabin. Two.heads. with

Yokota, Japan - Psychology
Kadena, Oknawa - Mobile Bas- | Kadena, Okinawa - Must go | 1001ext, book (Univrsiy of

Kacena, Okinawa - Baby Trend {famo $300.00. ol 204-8664. Tl o S350 ool Kadena, Okinawa - Sony P

S g sant X pos Gasoy, Korea - Dongucton:| 8310335 050, i 720, | e | 655, W cumm\lsvs

Se somg, s L gl Gt B | ror oo -couna e - o w2 el

s el oyl Clothng 0| st o = e Mcolaneoss 100|375, o

i i caf soa akachmen } gripes. Had only 8 morihs. Wi jewel

i nfant car seat aUaShMET. | cadona, Okinawa - Mons biazor | vt i e ey Bowm. e Y Kadena, Oknawa - Xbox, 2

St et e B ono e T o' o Lo R oy Okt e 2| S O 0 2
e " 508 2| Eouied w0 el G Kadona, Okinaa -Weddong rng | 190" Boxes o micotancous | SLUCNER DUE, SOnes ! &

e e &y et | & ety (% al30r ) o b msele” e orshe 2| e o e o 19 et | Sl i **Sins
504208 016304548 | b Got) B or wear 10 s othor, oty nard 1'gef a he | W1 - | Warsreis, sage G_racing,
Kadena, Ofinawa - Bive_and | WOrk 0 Ghurch. i or i ot a | K@ adens il sl $30008 r ot ey | computr ames, hoee it | St o"famcs . '

in o and
White Evenflow siroler. Has rail | te, Size

e new haks and mach ‘more. " Call
across tho fron Basket undor: | OBO, sach. _Exmall _james | Fosler. Oknawa - Fish themed 8574

Jodi  Academy.  Call

Wi $60.
Houst ity Guse housing and | and woman's band. I nerescd 031 Asking 8400 fim,

e G hoders Eaay e | bermidez @kadena atmil s, s | S Mo O T 315 o
and very clean 0 Coll | — ﬁgg‘"";h"a Jf” ‘ecoration, lamp, g22-5108" or cell Braymolic2003 @hotmeilcom | | oster, Okinawa - e o Kadeos, Okioaus - Plata for
jave messages. " 3 . K Wih Oscar.’ plais, an g mus g
Collectibles 350 | el . Asking 55000 08O, i Evenyhng s nd st ging must sl
Kadena, Okinawa - Graco Ligh- | reclves 999 | Gl casarzs v, Oinawa - For e 1o | Johs Offered B30 | must ool Fish food. dacor | AT s
Weight Buo Gida doube siroler: o e | S Subwooler bocfor your | SOOS JEIEE___ DD | chomicle, lane you name .
BatB S e Bty | Gamp Zama sopan oot | Fosler, Ot £l See | G B s $900.00. G b46.408 Keadena, Okinave
on'Gach seal Ao & malchng | bes: Basabal, " footbal, Cich T Encd p 2t usg | dob Offred: Part time_ Nann Sy o S s 10, 35500,
it Secarr, 3 posion | basctbal card for sl Sas | i sl s i0ered | N o sl ot N | noadad o amiy of 4 it |Foner, oK B g, | Bl "and s oving
S B oy | el a2 o e oS o gk 18 T Bl fsh thams, fah wall décor, 8 | ifdchment. " Cal
24cce. chast clp. brand now, | photos,_cards, swatches' and | a1 carmiee | oot e me n ofe.Cal I s Say g | B i 19, . Sl | b1
e b e | R s e | 80 0 % | it ! 5T Soara. Alor $50.Call 6454723
5 oo o sl | S0 snon el on e Efcisa1aolcon eeng > Spamsh Sppater | askfor Mich. Kadena, Otirava
andcarr or 1 bought Sepa: | avest s i — g ey s matomiy Dlues. unifomsiza
ey 120 for avole and 860 Gmail 0445460801 @com nome. | Kadsna Arbase, Okinawa —Full Eoslr Onan - Fr Sl QC;V Samp_ Hump ot Ouave, G dudo @ | e si%ugeﬁ oo
forihe bty carer neip size-green paid coueh. sight e — al
Chmponent set ant M8 Can Gach Komwooa FS2001
Zeu ey i e el S0 | socksers it on 1 | Musical Instruments740 | 200w amp 3501 Kenwood HE16 | postr. Oxinawa - Minoa vects | [F142 houe whre oie FCSing
PRt ; e et e | Musial ntrumentsTAD | 158 01550 e | PR ISR | oy
dena,Oldnawa o | Computers 0| asere, w5 s PG, Giing & et venclo CBayor spectum anabzor | camera. ks roquar hrougn [ 10 ReocHon Gule
Vg ot it bassme! tacecar' bed. Good condilon. clnnger el Fyohwant | Fostr, ounava - Lug up. | V" clmoalle 50600 AT | panram s "ot o
{hat ibrtes the baby 10 siesp | Kadsna, Okinawa - 15° Comput: | $120.00 OBO. Emal srder@k: | noa an ofen Ca | right - plano B | prces negotaple cal 6262610 | Gepins o o meters. se000, || STARSSTRIPES
£ 5% 1 LI T | o Mo Wi sl oSSR, | Sa sl o Gl BSS 5166 |86 4721 ot *'omat1| bI0.0583 it leavs message or i E ot Sostor or | & e 518" o “oma
or mai Mikkor63 @komnect el

Sell it.......Free!

ool
Pio shargel S

.||1 o 7 ||r~.m af copy far 7m.m - froal
ssified today at 229.3274

o wmail us ot deassifedsépsiripasasdmil.
indiviciaals onéy - na dealers!

o oy G D
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FRIDAY EVENING / JULY 16, 2004

MOVIES

® SPORTS

eESPNews Pacific Report  [The Simpsons | Malcolm inthe The Apprentice (CC) |Alas ‘Blowback’ Assaiants ambush  |Pacific Report | The Tonight Show (CC) Late Show (CC)
6 |AFN-P art moons Middle Grandma Sydney and Vaughn; Scane diviges a
meican e, (CC)ris a e e dark secret to Dr. Bamet. (CC)
(CO)
7 | AFN-ATL|(:30) Guiding (General Hospital [Headiine News [Judge Judy (CC) [Today (CC) Fouse o ouse Rocko' Hoder [0zzy & D ey [ASTold by Ginger
FATL |Light (cc) cc) “Super Goo Lite (CC) oral campaign.
8 | NEWs |Primetime [The O'Reill Factor (CC) [Good Morning America (CC) Headline Newn [ABC World News_|[The Early Show (CC)
[This Morning (CC)
9 | SPORTS | *SPortsCenter [EsPNens [OMILB Baseball Balimore Orioles @ Tampa Bay Devil Rays. [eSportsCenter [#Sports Reporters|sPardon the Inter-|
ruption
The Deed Zone DefaToodoo™A TBoston Publc Chiptr TwenyFarp- he Clocod Rurer e and o [Toyta Word of [Animal AdveBufy he Vampire Slayr ol [ The -Fles Tevor et nd iy
10 | SPEC:cranincanger reminds oty ab s f beconescamlald by s gt i man-mace e thgh | Widife es ‘Bearly  [Again” Buffy comes to believe that her |track an escaped convict. (CC)
lconsequences. (CC) fiend' rebeious daughter. (CC) Jwestern Queensland. (CC) e Erice) [iee a slayer never existed
080 "l Dogs” (201, Comecy) StestUr, Nalasha Hensicge, Les 1% “How o Lose 8 Guy n 0 Days” (2005, Fomance Conedy) Kte udson, [+ “Harts War” 2002 Acta) ruce Wil Cof Farl et Fovard A
14 TMIC ielan.Anhlf st compel n 2 sl ec o g s tune. PG-13 (CC) ath McConatghy,Adam Golderg,Prmie. A wrar bt sh can sduce la student defnds & mirerssect i e POW camp. (CC)
‘man and then drive him away, PG-13"(CC)
[Clfford the Big _[Dragon Tales Max [The NewsHour With Jim Lehrer (CC) |Washington Week [Wall Street Week |Now With Bil Moyers Benefis on | Tucker Carlson: |Firewomen (CC) _|Charlie Rose (N) (CC)
24| PBS [Red Dog iac easscares O wiha (N) (CC) it Fortune (N) Captol il () CC) Unfiltered (N) (CC)
Jes T-B¢ spider. (EI) (CO)
[(15) %' “Dead Heat” (2002, Suspense) Kiefer Sutheriand, Anlhony LaPaglia, | % “GoldenEye" (1995, Adveniure) Pierce Brosnan, Sean Bean, Izabela |(:15) Dead Like Me "The Bicycle Thief |Free for All Johnny[Family Business
25 | SHOW [Radha Michell Mobsters make a play for a reired cop's new racehorse. R (CC |Scorupco. James Bond enters Russia o efreve stolen weapon codes. PG-13' | George leaves Happy Time. (CC)  [oecomes a Myma gefs im-
cc) cachers e, |pans (00)
[City Confidential The murder of a car- [ American Justice “Lipstick Kiler” |Biography “Sam Giancana: The Gang- |Biography “Sammy “Tne Bul" Gravano: Blography “Henry Hill Goodfell” Mob- |American Justice “Payback for a Bully”
(g n 190 shocked e conmr e e dlrclms el s Wi Deamed ol gt (ing Up e oLl of b el ey s esimon g dom |ience e sien o3 ence e
27| A&E
.(CC) imocent. am Giancana. (CC) ravano, (CC) criminals. (CC) nd kil him.(CC)
[To Be Announced [To Be Announced [Affica's Great Mncn s Great wne and Dangerous To Be Announced To Be Announced
28| DISC Rivers Rivers
29| TFC |/550) Bida Sl Mister, Bida S Misis _[Insider In Private Beauies enjoy passion. _[Balitang America |Worning Girls ] :40) Masayang Tanghali Bayan (10)TripKita | (:35) Sarah...Teen
in Tagalog) Princess
30 | GNIN-1 |er King Live (CC) [CNNI World News |-wmu Sport ‘Business International [Asia Tonight Biz Asia [CNNI World News ‘-wmu Sport Biz Asia ‘m Music Room
31| GOLF |¥Go Talk Biish Open [#British Open Highlights 2000 British Open Highlights 2001 [#Golt Channel | #Golf Central #EuropeanTour [#PGA Golf: Nationvide Tour - Pete
| Academy Weeki e West Virgina Ciassic
[Clean Sweep “Some Bunny Loves Ya© |In a Fix “Shellof a Ranci” Farmhouse | While You Were Out ‘Chicago: Holl- | While You Were Out Savannah: John |What Not to Wear (N) (CC) [While You Were Out “Chicago: Holly-
32| TLC  |Master bedroom; home ofice. (CC) [becomes a stysh ranch. (CC) Iwood Babylon” A iing room is made  [Bruce” Experimental theater i a iving [wood Babylon” A iing room is made
Jover i vinage Hollywood style. (CC) _|room. (N) over in vintage Hollywood styie. (CC)
[Samurai Jack  [Dexter's La g Titans Powerpuff Girls!_[Cartoon Cartoon Carloon shoris. 2 Stupid Dogs |1 AmWeasel | Sheep in the Big | Detective Squad
34| TOON ry jardly Dog Ci
The Crocodle Hunter Wldife escue | The Planets Fun- (The Planat’s Fun- [Big Cat lagic Magcian Dik Arur Sectets of Anima laglc Hislory: zoo- (M |—||m| nimal Polce Dog Da A |Big Gt agc Vagefan Dk ATt
35 | ANPL |mission svagen after the revolution in  [niest Animals  |niest Animals  |performs with nine figers and two leop- ogy meemng training; ethi " Officer ine tigers and two leop-
East Timor cc) co) ards at Bally', Las Vegas, (CC) s, (CC) i, e aabs. s Vogas
Late Nvgm Chris Rock; Shannon Elza- | The Daily Show [Mad TV (CC) | The Graham Norton Effect (CC) Oomedy Ceniral | Comedy Central _|Comedy Central |Comedy Central |Comedy Central ] Comedy Central
36| COM [oeth; Joe Buck. (CC) (cC) Present Dare | Presnis Comc resens o car Presnts k| Fresens CamicPrsents Vnessa
|Cook performs. | itch Hedberg. |1y pe jendo, (CC) | Maria Bamford. _|Holingshead. (CC)
Dream Jets ‘Fiying Palaces’ An nside |Toyota World of _|Planet Wild [Zambezi: Force of Life Sipadan, Secrets of the Turlle Tomb._ | Secret Llle of Cats A cal's piayul de-[Kanzi
40 | NGC-A [look at the worid's most luxurious large- |Wildiie [meanor ransiorms into that of 2 wily
lcabin airraft. unter once outdoors.
42| SPIKE |TorsepowerTV  [Horsepower TV StarTrel: The Next Generation High |Star Trek: The Next Generation ‘Deja_[Star Trek: Deep Space Nine “n Purga-[StarTrek: Deep Spac Nine By Infer[CSI: Crime Scene Investigation Over-
cc) cc) (Ground (CC) o' cc) tory's Shadow” (CC) s Light (CC) load" (CC)
Fame ‘Blzzard" A severe snowstomm |Blind Date A shy [Blind Date Free- | The Bernie Mac_ |Method & Red | The Jury ‘Bangers’ Two men stand tial | The Fox Report With Shepard Smith | Cagney & Lacey “DWI Though st on
43| FOX [iraps students and teachers in e {gal dates an inse- |spirted flower chid.|Show “Love Bug” ~[Dortheais anriver- or the shooting death of a neighioor- | (CC) matenity leave, Mary Beth pursues a
school wih a broken furnace. Joure quy. (N) (CC) |(CC) cC) (ovs) sy pary (60 |nood woman. ¢ drunken drver
44| BET |106& Parkc BETsTop 10 Live [BET.com Count- |Wovie [Club Comic View Presents BET Nightly News [Music Special
(CC)
Body of Evidence:[Body of Evi Jackers ficers ar-_|Forensic Files |1, Detective ForensicFles lfaterminds | Syslem Crngs ol Heart g Fake Out () [ Forensc Fles
46 | COURT |From the Case  [From the Case  [crash into a vesl an alleged wife | 'The Alibi" DNA |Scam suspem [school murder case. | Apartment fire kills
Files Files Jquardrai. (CC) _|beater. (CC) leads 1 a kil man's deat two women.
Baywatch (CC) [The Simpsons _[Cheers (CC) _|Star News Focus[Just Shoot Me _[eWrestiing [Dare You Nash Bridges (CC)
48 | STRAILD (cC) |Asia cc)
(5:00) * % “Too Rich: The Secret Life of Doris Duke" (1999, Drama) Lauren Bacal, Richard Chamberlin, Kalhleen | “Best Friends for Life” (1998, Drama) Gena Rowlands, Linda Lavi, Richard | Merge A couple ties (o merge as'es.
50 | LIFE  |Quinlan. Doris meets Poririo Rubitosa and Louis Bromfild. (CC) Famsworth Lifelong pals cope iffeently with their sudden widowhood. (CC)  |(CC]
Ful House (CC) [Ful House (CC) _[7th Heaven (CC) [+ “Getting Even With Dad” (1994, Comedy) Macaulay Culkin, Ted Danson, |Whose Line Is it |Whose Line Is It [The 700 Club (CC)
51| ABCFAN (Glenne Heady. A boy forces togethemness upon fis esiranged father. (Anyway? (CC) | Anyway? (CC)
merican Revolution ‘England's Lasl_|American Revolution ‘Birh of the Re- | The Alrcraft Carrer (CC) eT0Tankbuste Th A0 TerkGustr|FI17Nighthaue Stealh (CC) [Sexin the 20th Century ‘Passior's
53| HIST [Soncs pon 5618 100) lublic” (Part 6 of ) (CC) is designed fo close ai support, work (Coming of Age” Roaring 20s. (CC)
ing with ground troops. (CC)
g 4] % “Coran the Desitoyer (1464, Fetzs) Amod_[G25) €4 Long i, Happiness snd losparky (202, | 4441 Th Joy Luck Cu” (142 Drre) TalChin i Crin, s i Fou 1) ¥ "The ot et 2002 b
57 | STRAI |Schvarenegger Gizcs Joes Wi Chabern, Corana-(Comedy e Sandra On, Valerie Tian, Tsai Chin. A irl | Chinese women cope with their Americanized daughters. chneider, A cheerieader and a man
fempts o re sl a husoand for her mother. switch bocies via magic earings.
gan; Dealh Zone W TWinds Over Makalu High-alitude__[Game for It Sking [Desert Friction _[sAdventure Planet|Racing the Moon A man aflempis 1o _[#Surfer's Journal Game o 1 SKing[Deser Frction [ oAdventure Pl
58 | ADV 1 [Climbing imerssmar o  Himalyan aden xpedon Kkayak from Brisbane 1o Sydney before a pediton.
fll cyce of the moon.
Road Rules Ex- R ad Rules ‘Ex._|Direct Effect [TRL (CC) Waking the Video [Pimp Wy Ride |VivaLaBam |Pimp Hy Ride__[Punkd Vivca Fox; | Wild Boyz
59| MTV |treme: Chile” (CC) [treme: Chile" (CC) “Mase” Mase. Honda Civic. Chevy Luv truck. |Chris Klein.
[SpongeBob _|Rugrats Angelca y Camp _|Scaredy Camp yCamp |Scaredy Camp _[Scaredy Camp _|SpongeBob __|Invader Zim | Rugrats Angelica | The Fairly Odd- _|As Told by G
60 | NICK [SquarePants (CC) [makes Santa auit SquarePants (CC) makes Santa quit.[Parents (CC)
E) cc) ) (CC)
6:00 Wake
JAPAN TV | wowow Qi o
JAPAN TV-BS7 a0 oo Ehace”
Mornin ing 100 Fure Mu
730 Disngey(lz) Mornin Vs o 11:60 Top cho
\ftern 6:00 Top News from Around the World oo S hovie (2002): Bowling for | Afternoon
512 rand Sumos The 13th Day (1) 5100 Top News from Around the World e ec'o\umbme @1 12,00 Classic %05
S50 News © P News . Kelly
R 500 P [___JAPAN TV.BS11 ___ JEEHRSRRGE ioh
6415 Tapan pro Ball: Yoorama eaystars vs. | SO0 O e s ve e York JAPAN TV-BS11 180Us Novie 2003: R;zki;yl\(/h(el%%(l 50)

Hiroshima Carp (42

7:00 NHK News

7200, Japan pro Ball, vomiuri Giants vs.
Vakil swalows (4

7:00 2004 World Grand Prix Women's Voll
ball: Russia vs. Jap:

$00 0. Movie 1996): PTister (1:59(6)

1000N

y-

Music Access: Rock Odyssey 2004 (42)
i ll)BrmshopenGo\f(m)(l €)

12:55 Grand S\

230Muslchave\og il

4990 Bl Sky (15012)

5 655 botument
25 Grand Sumo Digest (o)

1100 MLB: Cleveland Indians v Seattle M

Aftern
200 PES NewsHour

i Oworld News Hour

o

& AEC News

chi Dragon:
10:00 MLB Highlights

10:30 Grand Sumo Digest, 13th Day
11:00 BS N

6l Oolapan Pro Ball: Hanshin Tigers vs. Chuni-
s

ar- | Morning
8 SWOIdNewsHuur

NHK

5600, Cacucal wMusi
chestra Concert

lingual aft
ming

Korean Movie (2000): ch
12:00 Classical Music: Koln

100 Grand s Sum Tourmament, 13th Day (i

Evening
530 Stphen K

Symphony Or-

12:20 TV Series:

4:00_Canadian
The Takeov

unhyang (2:05)
Triennale Con-

Morning

i
1:25 TV Series: Sex and the City
2:10 Canadian Movi

ing's Kingdom Hospital Epi-

ing
11:00 Stephen King's Kingdom Hospital Epi- ”3 °g§5§ F"“"Y
. 0 JAIM
: The Sopranos :30 Hip Hi M’ Head\mer Missy Eliots, 5 cent
ie (1996): Crash (1:44) “Ssp“e""‘ IC,04 Performing Artists
Movie (1952): Scanners Il: | 10:00Ber
er (1:40) 00 Weoerer




FACES 'N’ PLACES

Olympic records

Macy Gray, Lenny Kravitz and Aveil Lavigne are
among t W ng the Olympi 0 Ath-
ens, Greece, in three albums recorded fo honor the Sum.
mer Game:
The albums, titled “Pho
were recorded for the Aug. 13
games, record label EMI Greece an-
nounced Monday.
“Phos,” which means “light” in
Catures songs by Greek com-
s Theodorakis sung by
ity” is made up
and “Harmo-

xcited to be a part of the

U album, especially right now

with the hard times we are having in

the US. and around the world with
G “I think Lavigne

the Olympn. Games is a grea

tunm ‘to bring a lot of people together for a positive rea-

0.J. a’90s icon on VHI

0.J. Simpson’s slow-speed p
iconic moment of the 1990s, at lLa
algia series “I Love the '90s.”
The 10-hour program, which start-

ed with two installments
and runs through Friday devole<
one hour to each year of the de,
chronicling all the pop ulllme touch-
stones from Sinead O’Connor to
“Beverly Hills, 90210.”
Producer Karla Hidalgo said lhe
cornerstone of the era begi
1994, with Simpson fleeing police be-
fore hi ouble—murderane 3
Since the “I Love the

chase may be the
ording to the VH1

Simpson
medians and other pop-culture fig-
ures cracking wise about the past, the producers said
they weren’t sure they wanted to include the famed dou-
ble homlclde
we weren't  how to deal with that,” F
hen we started talking about it wnh our inte
viewees, what they remembered was mostly watching it and
their initial reaction to it, everything from disbelief o Go,
0.J., go!” —not really grasping exactly what had happene

azud Bul

Master P’s hoop dreams fall short

Master P didn’t make the cut.
Percy “Master P” of

was amonz the players trimmed
from the Denver Nuggets’ summer
le'\ﬂue team before practice Mon-

“inilery thanked me and was
¢ summer league

Po
some questionable
H

other team
he e\ n knew

e worl
and said he wasn'tin
Th 1999, the rapper was waived
from the NBA's Toronto Raptor
Tt was his second try to reach the pro I
lotte Hornets waived him the year befo

Franken factors in new name

Al Franken’
changing its

radio show, “The C nken Factor,”
name to “The Al Franken Show.”
The n ’\
name 0
such as “The O’Limbaugh F'u.mr
and “The O’President Bush )
Fr: atement Mon-

anken’s daily three-hour
on the llberd] talk
Amer

Franken
ar weuled conserva-

mal
tertainer Bill O Rclll) wouldn'
¢ had no comment Monday.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Bacon Brothers a serious bafnd, though

Kevin can’t turn down demand to

By JENNIFER FREY
The Washington Post

So the band is into its encore, and has already borrowed
atune from the Rolling Stones, when it comes time for the
inevitable. It takes only the first few ripples of the song
and the sold-out crowd at the Rams Head Tavern in An-
napolis, Md., is whooping with excitement.
“Well, I gotta cut loose

And there, center stage, is an almost-46-year-old Kevin
Bacon, getting jiggy once again with the song that made
him a teenage heartthrob back in 1984. His hair is shagey,
his shirt is partly unbuttoned, his hips are swiveling in a
pair of truly worn Levi’s, and let’s face it: The fans love it.
So, yeah, this isn't what Bacon had in mind when he and
his big brother, Michael, formed the Bacon Brothers
their folk/rock/country/soul band, a decade ago. And it's
not what you get for most of the show.

But Bacon long ago succumbed to the inevitable: You
can’t dance your way around an abandoned warehouse,
rocking those hips to a teenage anthem of rebellion, then
expect to get away with becoming a musician without
throwing in a little “shake it, shake it for me.”

Want proof? Up near the stage, a woman can’t sit still.
She’s tapping her feet, she’s snapping her fingers, and she
lookb as though she’s having the most fun she’s had all

T he’s Kevin's big sister Elinor.

“Oh, I loved it,” she gushes when asked later about
“Footloose.” “Kevin brought the soundtrack over before
the movie came out, and I was listening to the thing on the
cassette and I loved it.

She stops, shakes free of her rapture.

“But I love them all,” she quickly adds. “I love Micha-
el’s 'Don’t Lose Me Boy,” which he wrote for his son, and
Kevin’s songs about his children and his wife ... .”

But there it is: Even big sis can't resist the song that
first introduced her brother to the big time.

L]

So the band’s in the dressing room before show time,
with the usual sprawl of buffalo wings and some-
thing-or-other dip and a half-eaten burger sitting out on
the table, a last-minute hunt for a replacement guitar
under way (Kevin's appears to have gone missing). It's
the first night of a brief, 10-day tour, including Annapolis,

Washington and New York.

Bacon is explaining how he just decided to have fun with
the whole movie star thing. He knew the critics would be
eager to savage him, to paint him as yet another celebrity
who thought he could rock. So he decided to poke the beast
himself.

“Look, I just figured it was going to come up,” Kevin
says. “And I didn’t want to really pretend that I wasn’t an
actor. So by playing the song ... actually, when we first
started playing, I used to talk about being an actor a lot
more.”

Two boys raised in a household with four sisters in Cen-
ter City Philadelphia, Kevin and Michael have been tight
since childhood, despite the nine-year age difference.
Kevin hit Michael in the head with a melody flute when
he was Jusl 2 years old. (“It's metal, it's sharp, it hurt,”
Michael et it go,” Kevin chips i ael first
taught Kemnto play the guitar when his little brother was
12.

shake it’

KRT photos
Top: Kevin Bacon performs during a Bacon Brothers gig at
the Key Club in Los Angeles in April. Above: Michael
Bacon shares the stage with his more famous brother.
Movie star Kevin and younger brother Michael formed the
band a decade ago.

“He showed me how to play a few chords,”
“Taught me how to play ‘Hey Jude.’

The band came about in 1994, when Kevin was between
film projects and he and Michael decided to try their hand
al writing some songs together. Agam This, apparently,

ling Bacon boys e. Never mind that
Kevm Was now a movie star, with ﬁlms such as “A Few
Good Men” on his resume and “Apollo 13” on the horizon.

“We'd get together and write songs, and usually with
the songs we had some kind of agenda about making a
bunch of money ” Kevin says.

“A get-ri scheme. So we'd write a song about
some nove elty lhmg Roller disco or preppies or safe sex or
whatever it was. Then we had this idea it would be easy 0
write a country song, so we tried to write a country song.”

But then a friend asked them to play together at a chari-
ty event in their hometown, and they hesitantly agreed.
From there, they added some more band members, start-
ed writing more songs and slowly added some small gigs.
They titled their first album “Forosoco,” which stands for
folk, rock, soul and country, the elements they blend in
their music. The most recent one, their fourth, is also a
DVD and was recorded live last year.

“I think, intuitively, we saw that |f“ e wanted to become
successful, we had to do it that way,” Michael says of start-
ing out withom trying to trade on his brother’s celebrity
status. “In some ways, though, it is a get-rich-quick
scheme, only it hasn't quite happened that way.”

Kevin says.

vin laughs.
“Yeah,” he says. “Only we haven’t gotten rich and it
hasn’t been quick.”
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AFN schedule

‘Times listed are Japan and Korea St:
dard Time, Guam is one hour ahead; sin-
gapore and Hong Kong are one hour behind.
Schedule subject to change without notice.

Television
AFN-Pacific/AFN-Korea

SAT, July 17, at 10 a.m. — Pro boxing: Kobo
Gogoi3dzevs. Anthony Miorca,super feaiher:

SUN., July 18, at 8 a.m. — Pro baseball: N.Y.
Yankeds vs. Detroit.

AFN-Atlantic

FRL July 16,2t 8 am. — Pro basebal: Phila-
delpriays, NY. Met

G- Juiy 1, at 2 2.m. — Pro baseball: St.
Loulsvs Cincinnai.

N., July 18, at 5 a.m. — Pro baseball: San
Diego Us. Houston,

AFN-Sports

L July 16,at 8 am. — Cycling: Tour de
rmce, Lith sta

FRL uly 16,3t 4 pan. — Women's pro bas-
Pttt i

FRL, iy 16,8t S pum.
more vs. Tampa

"ty 7. at 8. — Pro basebal: St

Louis V. Cincinnati.

SAT, July 172t 11 um. — Pro baseball: Bos-
mnvs

on.
= Pro baseball: Balti-

nahel
duly 17,3 at 4 pan. — Cycling: Tour de
Francs, mh stag
UN, il 18,285 aum. — Pro baseball;Chi-
cago Wmle Sox s, Oakian
SN uly 18,8 am. — Auto racing: Indy
Leagus Firestone Indy 200.

Cycling
Tour de France

Atsam; Enur. ‘France

|lar21 milestrom Limoges to Saint-Flour
irenque,  France, Quick
51? Davitamon, 6 hours, 0 minutes, 24 Sec-

reas, Kloden, Germany, T-Mobile
s, 19 seconds behind.
many, T:Mobile Team, 5

el
cebo, Spain, Illes Bale-
Santanden, 5 minutes, 13 seconds be-

. Thomas Voeckler, France, Brioches La
Boulangere, 5 minutes,

mtrong, United st
minutes, 19 sec
schig, Austria, Gerolsteiner, 5
minu(es,msecondsheh ind.
& Kim Kirchen, Luxemburg, Fassa Bortoo,
mi utes, 13 Seconds bel
5, Michele Scarpon | na\y, Domma Vacan-
ze, 5 minutes, 19 sec ind.
Bl Caceman \taly‘ Alessio-gian-
chi, 5 minutes, 19 seconds beh
117 ban Mayo. Spain: Euskaltel-Euskadi, 5
minites, 19 secgnds behind.
Mickael Rasi Denmark, Ra-
boank, S amutes, 13 Seconds BeRIn:
13. Ivan Basso, Italy, Team CSC, 5 minutes,
19 seconds behind.
14-Carlos Sastre, span, Team CSC, 5 min-
utes, 19 seconds
Ulirich, Germanm T-Mobile Team, 5
minitcs, 18 segonds behir
arall Standings
10 sta

)
mas Voeckler, France, Brioches La
Boilangeres 45 Fours, &5 mnutes, 1 Sec

tuart O'Grady, Australia, Cofigs Credit
i Tolephone, minites, b seconds benid:
s, France: dieux.com, 4 min:
s, 13 seconds behind,
France, Qui

ick
Step-Davitamon, 6 mintés, 53 Seconds be-

Jakob pill, Denmark, Team CSC, 7 min-
utes‘ 31 seconds behind.

Lance Armstrong, United States, US Post-
al- serrmoor S minies, 35 seconds behind.
Zabel, Germany, T-Mobile Team, §

iites 58 setonds e,
8 Jose Azevedo, Portugal, U Postal-gerry
Figor, 10 minutes, ' Saconds ba
Enrique Gutierrez, Spain, Phonak
rmg Systems, 10 minutes,  seconds be-

"% Francisco Mancebo, Spain, les Bale-
ars-B. Santander, 10 minutes, 18 seconds be-

n
11. Tyler Hamilton, United States, Phonak
Hearing Systems, 10 minutes, 18 seconds be-

12, Santos Gonzalez, Spain, Phonak
ing Systems, 10 minutés, 19 secnndsThemnd

e Beorge. Rincapie, Ored” Satess us
postal-Berry Floor, 10 mintes, 26 seconds

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L pct GB
1007 588 —
Connecticut 18 59 -
Indiana 1009 56 1
Detroit 9 i3
iew York 9 10 474 2
Washington 8 9 2
WESTERN con;:u:ncz
w Pct GB
Los Angeles N re
Seattle 7 2
Minnesota 9 9 50 4
Sacramento 810 444 5
Houston 811 421 5%
8 11 421 5%
S Amonio 5 14 263 8%
iesday’s games.
Nogamesschedu\e
sday’s games

Connecticut st MAMe0rS
Houston at Indiana

rsday's games
Charlotte at Washington
Seattle at Sacramento

Connecticut at San Antonio

Major League Soccer

Eastern Conference
W L TPRts GFGA
Metrostars 6642 2831
D.C. United 5652022
Cofumbus 5541915 16
icago 436181616
New England 384131624
Western Conference
WL TRts GF GA
Los Angeles 95330 32 2
Kansas City 8442821
Colorado 5462 1314
Gallas EEER e
san Jose i
NOTE: Three points for ictory, one point

for i

Wednesday's games
Chicago at New England
Los Angeles at Colorado
lay's games
Colorado at San Jose

MetroStars at Chicago

Tennis

Mercedes-Benz Cup
Tuesday
At The Los Angeles Tennis Center
o:

Purse: $355,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor
ingles
Pa radorn Srichay nhar\ (ZL Thal\and‘ def.

“’E
a8

hGHH

ince Spadea
©),tnited St

in, def ZYaonr Dent
Jan Hernych, Czech Rapobic.def. Antony
ance, 6-4, 6-7 (0), 6-4.

(3, Umted States, def. Jan

Seno Schalken Nemerlands‘ def. Gre-
Carraz, France,

Julien Benneteau, France‘ ‘def. Mark Philip-
poussis, Australia,

Andre Agess: 1, United States, def. Alex
Bogomolov, Jr., United States, 6-3, 6-1.

Wesley Moodie, South Amca, def. Zack
Flelshman, United tates, 46

aas, Germany, et "Robby Gine-

prl (& United sme; 64

Wayne Arthurs'and Fau Hani
ralia, def, Karol Beck and
Sl 61t
Robbie Koeni, South Africa, and Thomas
Smmada, Jaoan, Gel. Mardy.Fioh and Jef
Riorsom, Unied tares 3660513

nley (2), Aus-
Dominik Hrbaty,

Mercerles Cup

M ic Weissenhol

rt, Germ:
566 (intl. Gold)
lay-Outdoor

i

Juan lgnacio C GG Argemma def. Jan
Frode Andersen, Norway, 6-3,
i Novak (5, Czech Renublm def. Thierry
Ascione, France,

Nadal (14). Spain, def. Martin Vas-
saHo ArgueHo‘ "”{ 76 (4)
LS (T5: Spain. det Felix Mantil-
a,

Wiknai Vouzhny 100 Russig def. Alex-
ander Popp. Gerr
Raﬂeks(enanek Czech Rep! ub\
er Schuettler (1), G 62.
Fomas berdych (10 Caéch Repunlt, Get
Bjorn Phau, Germany, 6-2, 6-
Ivo Karlovic (13), Croat
lari, Argentina, 6-3, 7-6 (0).
ariano zaba\e(ta)(xb. Argentina, def. Marc

def. Rain-

, def. Franco Squil-

), Argentina, is even with
Hugo Armando, United States, 3.6, 6-2,5usp.
farkness.

Bank of !he West Classic

uesday
AtThe Tanhe Tennis Center

Purse‘ ssss.m (Tier Il
rc-Outdoor

"“Singles
rst Round
Mashona Westington, United state, det.
Claudine Schaul, Luxemboure
Smashnova.pistoiest (=), 152, def
:;mea Jackson, United States, 6-1, 06, 7-6

Amy Frazier (6), United States, def. Amber
iy, United States, 75,46,
rissa Irvin, United States, def. Meghann
shaughnessy (7), United Statés, 6-3, 6-1.

Dntch Onen

At spnmngclub Sotkeduinen
Amersfoort, Netherlands

Purse: $465,930 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Ch{—Oumonr

Second Rour
lgor Andreey (6) Rt e, Christophe
Rochus, Belgium, & 1.
ernando Gnnza\ez AZ). Chile, def. Oscar
Hermanaes, SoancT
Tomas_Behrend, Germzny. Jeads Albert
Portas, Spain, 6-2, 3-3, SUsp.

Tuesday’s lransactions

NASCAR—Fi e Yommy Batchin $5,000 for
e in  fight n Tony Stewart's pit dur
ing the Tropicana 400 a Chicagolan and Specd-
way last weekend, fined him an additional
$5.000 for ot controlling other team mer-
bers and placed him on probation until Dec.

1

Am
BOSTON RED” SOR-Saret S5 Dustin
Pedrom A sesigned im0 Augesta of the

South Atlantic Leagu

5
an agreement to sell 20 percent interest in
the team to Michael Marks, Jim Davidson,
John Thompson and Fred Harr

ational Football Lea
SAN DIEGD CHARGERS--Sloned OT Ryon
singham o three-year contract
A BAY BUCCANEERS—Released DT
Dol Ruseell Warved T Chrs 2
from NFL Europe mmred foservelist

National Hockey League
LOS ANGELES KINGS—Agreed to terms
with D Joe Corvo on a one-year contract.
PHILADELPHIA  FLYERS—Signed ' Tony

‘PITTSBURGH PENGUINS—Agreed to terms
with D Ric Jackman on a multiyear contract.

ILLINOIS-CHICAGO—Agreed to terms with
Jimmy Collins, men's basketball coach, on a
throesy jear contract extension through the
2008-09 5

MIAMI Suspended senior CB Antrel Rolle
indefinitely.

RIDER—Named  Barry Davis
coac]
vExAs A&M-Named Pat Henry track

baseball

Has Spent Millions
to Send Guys to Compete

in a Bicycle Race in France
T

AP

Andre Agassi gestures to the crowd after beating Alex Bogomolov Jr. in
the first round at the Mercedes-Benz Cup for his 800th career vicotry.

Agassi hecomes sixth
to win 800 matches

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Andre Agas-
si won the 800th singles match of
his career Tuesday night, beating
Alex Bogomolov Jr. 6-3, 6-1 in the
first round of the Mercedes-Benz
Cup at UCLA.

The 34-year-old Agassi is just
the sixth player to reach 800 on
the ATP Tour since the advent of
the Open era in 1968, along with
Jimmy Connors, Ivan Lendl,
Guillermo Vilas, John McEnroe
and Stefan Edberg, who joined
the group in September 1996.

“That’s quite a group of guys to
be in there with,” said Agassi,
whose first win was a 6-4, 6-2 deci-
sion over John Austin at La Quin-
ta, Calif., in 1986, when he was 15.
“They probably accomplished it
in half the time that it took me,
but regardless, it feels good. It's
special. I don’t really think of the
800 wins as they're going along.
But any time you sort of accom-
plish something that only some of
the best have done, it's pretty spe-

cial.”

Getting No. 800, however, had
taken him even longer than ex-
pected. He lost his previous four
matches, three in the first rounds
of tournaments. He also with-
drew from Wimbledon to rest a
chronic right hip injury.

This tournament’s top seed and
a three-time champion, Agassi
quickly dispelled any upset
thoughts Bogomolov might have
entertained by racing to a 3-0
lead in the first set.

“I felt good as far as my move-
ment,” Agassi said after the
S54-minute match and a brief
on-court ceremony. “I thought I
was going to be a little bit more
tentative, but I trusted my legs

and pushed through it and I felt
good. 1 felt like for the match I
made a lot of good decisions. But
1 know it can only get better.”

He also acknowledged that his
hip problem could resurface.

“I can't just play one good
match and get my hopes up,”
Agassi said. “I'm just taking it
slow.”

Earlier Tuesday, No. 2 seed
Paradorn Srichaphan ousted de-
fending champion Wayne Ferrei-
ra 63, 7-6 (4). In other matches,
Greg Rusedski beat No. 7 seed
Taylor Dent 7-6 (7), 3-6, 6-2;
Mardy Fish (3) eliminated Jan
Vacek 7-6 (5), 6-2; Sj

Julien Benneteau ousted Mark

ley Moodie defeated Zach Fleish-
man, 6-4, 6-2.

Top-seeded Schuettler
loses in Stuttgart

STUTTGART, Germany —
Top-seeded Rainer Schuettler
was knocked out of the Mercedes
Cup in the second round Wednes-
day, losing 6-7 (6), 6-3, 62 to
Radek Stepanek.

Stepanek broke serve for a 4-2
lead in the second set, and then
went up a break for a 2-1 lead in
the clay-court event.

Schuettler dropped his serve
and Stepanek won in just under
two hours, improving his career
record against the German at 4-2.

Schuettler lost in an opening
match for the 10th time this sea-
son. He reached the semifinals at
Gstaad last week.
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A bit of role reversal in golf’s hierarchy

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

TROON, Scotland — Despite
two U.S. Open titles and a wealth
of talent, Ernie Els used to show
up for major championships trying
to convince himself he could win.

It was a one-sided argument
that he usually lost.

“It was difficult for not only my-
self but for other players to really
believe that you can go out there
and play your game and think it's
going to be good enough,” Els
said Tuesday at Royal Troon.

That was at the height of Tiger
Woods'  incomparable  run
through the majors, when he won
seven of 11 majors, set scoring
records in each Grand Slam
event and held all four trophies at
the same time.

Els showed up at Royal Troon
with high hopes and in a new role
— the betting favorite to win the
British Open, the first time in a
major since the 1997 Masters that
the best odds were assigned to
someone other than Woods.

And the Big Easy didn’t need a
betting slip to know that.

Els, not Woods, is odds-on favorite in British Open

“Right now it's different,” he
said. “I feel that when he plays re-
ally well, he’s going to shoot 67.
But if I play well, I can shoot that
score, as well. And I can keep
doing that for three or four days. I
think we’re on a more level play-
ing field now, and maybe because
Tiger Woods has come back to the
field a little bit.”

Ladbrokes listed Els as the 7-1
favorite Tuesday, with Woods
right behind at 8-1.

To get an idea how much has
changed in two years, consider
that Woods was the 4-1 favorite
going into Muirfield — not only to
win the British Open, but to win
the final two majors for the
Grand Slam.

“Tiger will be back to his domi-
nance, if not this week, very soon.
T'm sure of that,” Thomas Bjorn
said. “But I just think everybody
else sees themselves being able
to play to that level.”

Maybe that's what gives this
British Open a truly “open” feel
at Royal Troon.

Phil Mickelson has a green
Jacket to go with that wry smile, a
winner at the Masters for his first
major. The only thing that
stopped Lefty from the first two
legs of the Grand Slam was Retief
Goosen, a smooth South African
whose second U.S. Open victory
might finally make people aware
of his greatness.

“Where Tiger was and where
he is now, I mean we're in differ-
ent worlds now,” Els said. “A lot
of the players feel that we can
compete with him now at the high-
est level. He's still playing great
golf. He's still not that far off.”

Is he still No. 1?

Maybe not after this week.

Els had a chance to replace
him last month in the U.S. Open.
Two shots out of the lead and play-
ing in the final group, Els made
double bogey on the first hole and
crashed to an 80.

He gets another chance at
Royal Troon, where a victory cou-
pled with Woods finishing 17th or
worse would end Woods’ run of

257 consecutive weeks — dating
to the 1999 PGA Championship —
at No. 1 in the world.

“To be No. 1 in this day and
age, with this many great players,
would be quite something,” Els
said. “But for me, to win this tour-
nament is more important. To
win majors is more important for
my career.”

Still, Els knows there is a long
road ahead of him at Royal Troon,
a links known for its tough final
nine holes, the tiny “Postage
Stamp” green on the 123-yard
eighth hole and putting surfaces
as pure as any in the British Open.

Mickelson has never finished in
the top 10 in a British Open, his
weak link in the majors. But he
has never prepared so well for the
Open, playing Royal Troon last
Wednesday, on Friday after he
missed the cut at Loch Lomond
and Monday morning in what
probably was his final tuneup.

Along the way, he has taken co-
pious notes of where the ball is
likely to wind up after traveling

along the humps and bumps of
the firm linksland.

“What I've tried to do this week
is to understand where balls
tend to end up and try to be ef-
fective from there to the hole,”
Mickelson said. “I feel much
more confident than I have in the
past because I have come in and
prepared properly.”

He also was prepared for a
question about his chief rival, and
whether Woods has lost an aura
of mvmcnblllty

el that's a tough one to an-
swer,” Mickelson said, before de-
ciding to go no further.

All it takes is a couple of bad
swings to get in trouble at Troon.
And that’s what has kept Woods
winless in the past eight majors,
with only one PGA Tour victory
more than halfway through this
season.

Woods didn’t say his swing was
“close” because no one asked him
— they have heard the same an-
swer the past three months. But
he has looked relaxed all week,
not outwardly bothered by going
two years without a major, or by
the posse of players closing in on
his No. 1 ranking.

Congressmen
are told sports

in U.S. need
uniform tests

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Insufficient drug test-
ing in some of America’s premier pro
sports leagues has led to a world percep-
tion that U.S. athletes routinely use illegal
performance-enhancing substances, Con-
gress was told Tuesday.

Terry Madden, head of the US.
Anti-Doping Agency, an
independent  organiza-

LT B3 tion that monitors Ameri-

briefs ca’s Olympic athletes,

said some countries balk
at signing anti-doping
codes because they believe professional
athletes in the United States are among the
worst violators.

“The perception out there is that we’re
not a clean country,” Madden said.

The National Football League has solid
testing, he said, but baseball, basketball
and hockey “need to raise their programs.”

Madden and Bill Martin, former head of
the U.S. Olympic Committee, told the Sen-
ate Caucus on International Narcotics Con-
trol that uniform standards for testing ama-
teur and pro athletes are needed.

Such standards would provide “consis-
tent messages to athletes and would great-
ly simplify enforcement,” said Martin, ath-
letic director of the University of Michi-
gan. The Olympics, he said, have a more ex-
haustive list of banned substances than the

[CAA.

Martin and Madden testified for a Sen-
ate bill that would ban over-the-counter
sales of steroid precursors, which act like
steroids in the human body.

The House voted 408-3 last month for a
similar bill.

Miami suspends CB Rolle

MIAMI — Miami Hurricanes corner-
back Antrel Rolle was suspended indefi-
nitely Tuesday by coach Larry Coker after

AP

Miami senior Antrel Rolle was projected to
be among the nation’s best cornerbacks
this season. He was charged last weekend
with battery on a police officer.

being charged this weekend with battery
on a police officer.

According to a police complaint, Rolle
was involved in a fight in a street near cam-
pus early Sunday morning and resisted ar-
rest, cursing and swinging his arms in an
attempt to free himself and forcing officers
to call for backup.

“We take these accusations very serious-
ly,” Coker said in a statement announcing
that Rolle had been suspended.

Rolle was released on bond and is sched-
uled for a court appearance Aug. 2.

He was expected to be one of the Hurri-
canes’ top players after deciding in Janu-
ary to return for his senior season.

The Hurricanes open the season Sept. 6
against Florida State.

Salt Lake City gets MLS franchise

SALT LAKE CITY — Major League Soc-
cer made Salt Lake City its newest fran-
chise on Wednesday.

MLS Commissioner Don Garber an-
nounced the addition of the team at
Rice-Eccles Stadium at the University of
Utah, where the team is expected to play
its first two seasons. Play will begin there
in April 2005.

MLB Trotter agrees to
return to Philadelphia

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Former Pro Bowl
middle linebacker Jeremiah Trotter re-
turned to the Philadelphia Eagles on
Wednesday, agreeing to a one-year con-
tract.

Trotter’s deal, believed to be worth less
than $1 million, is contingent upon his pass-
ing a physical on Thursday.

Trotter, 27, spent the past two seasons
with the Washington Redskins after play-
ing four years for the Eagles. He left Phila-
delphia following a contract dispute in
2002, but never lived up to the seven-year,
$35 million contract he received from the
Redskins.

Trotter’s role is uncertain. Mark Simo-
neau is listed as Philadelphia’s starting
middle linebacker, with Dhani Jones and
Nate Wayne at the other two starting spots.

Trotter led Washington with 129 tackles
in 16 games last season. He had 104 tack-
les in 12 games in 2002, before going down
with a knee injus

Trotter has 774 lackles 102 sacks and
four forced fumbles in his six-year NFL ca-
reer.

A third-round draft choice from Stephen
F. Austin in 1998, Trotter established him-
self as one of the premier middle lineback-
ers in the NFL during his time in Philadel-
phia, going to the Pro Bowl in 2000 and
2001.

He led the Eagles in tackles from
1999-2001, including a career-best 202 in
his first season as a starter in 1999. Trotter
strongly protested being designated Phila-
delphia’s franchise player after the 2001
season, and signed with the Redskins soon
after the Eagles removed the tag, making
him an unrestricted free agent.

NFL fines Cooper, Robbins,
Stubblefield for THG violation

NEW YORK — Chris Cooper and Barret
Robbins of the Oakland Raiders and free
agent Dana Stubblefield have been fined
three game checks by the NFL for testing
positive for the steroid THG.

They also were placed on “reason-

able-cause testing” for
the rest of their careers,
and will be suspended
for eight games if they
again test positive for
any steroid.

The action was the result of an agree-
ment announced Wednesday by the NFL
and the players’ union that has been pend-
ing since last October. Cooper and Stubble-
field are defensive linemen, and Robbins
is a center.

A fourth player, linebacker Bill Ro-
manowski, also tested positive, although
the league didn’t identify him. He an-
nounced his retirement after last season,
and his case is pending.

All four players were with the Raiders at
the time they were tested and when THG
was identified.

The league said they were the only posi-
tive samples in 1,700 retests of every sam-
ple taken before last Oct. 6. The league
also said there were no positive samples in
more than 4,000 tests since that date.

Bucs release DT Russell

TAMPA, Fla. — Defensive tackle Dar-
rell Russell was released by the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers on Tuesday, four months
after the troubled former Pro Bowler
signed with the team.

The Bucs had hoped to give Russell, the
second overall pick in the 1997 draft, a
chance to replicate the success he had be-
fore off-field problems derailed his career.

Packers waive DE Reynolds

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Jamal Reynolds
was waived Wednesday by the Green Bay
Packers, who reacquired his rights after
he falled a physical, voiding his trade to
the Indianapolis Colts.

The Packers had sent the fourth-year de-
fensive end, the 10th overall pick in the
2001 draft, to the Colts for a future draft
pick on July 8.

Reynolds was active for 18 of 48 games
during his three seasons in Green Bay,
where he recorded just 17 tackles and
three sacks.
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Astros fire manager Williams, hire Garner

BY JOEL ANDERSON
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The Houston Astros fired
manager Jimy Williams and replaced him
Garner on Wednesday, a
last-ditch _effort to rescue a season that

with Phil

started with World Series

can do something really special. This is an
opportunity that I've been waiting for.”
Williams’ job security had been the sub-
ject of speculation for about a month, right
‘about the time Houston’s surprising slide
down the NL Central standings began. He
was fired early Wednesday morning dur-

“We needed to make a move quickly,”
General Manager Gerry Hunsicker said
during a news conference. “We needed to
jump-start this club right now. We didn’t

have time to fool around here.”

Garner, a former Astros player, is taking
over on an interim basis. The team will con-
duct another search at the end of the sea-

son.

“I'm excited. 'm a Houston boy and I'm
looking forward to it,” Garner, a former
manager with Detroit and Milwaukee, told
The Associated Press in a phone interview.
“We got some boys on the team that I think

ing a

ficials.

mg
owner Drayton McLane and other team of-

Houston was 44-44 heading into the
All-Star break, a remarkable disappoint-
ment for a team that was tops in the NL Cen-
tral for the first six weeks of the season.

The season began with expectations of
the club’s first World Series appearance in
its 42-year history after the offseason acqui-
sitions of former New York Yankees team-
‘mates Andy Pettitte and Roger Clemens.

Along with Williams, pitching coach
Burt Hooton and hitting coach Harry
Spilman were fired. They were replaced

Williams

the break in 11 seasons.

with Jim Hickey and
Gary Gaetti, respec-
tively, from Triple-A
New Orleans.

The Astros went

games, finishing the
first half of the sea-
son in fifth place in
the NL Central. Houston is 10V games be-
hind division-leader St. Louis — the first
time they've faced a double-digit deficit at

During pregame introductions for the
All-Star Game Tuesday night, a sellout
crowd at Minute Maid Park voiced its frus-
tration by booing Williams. Williams doffed
his cap, but was clearly embarrassed.

Williams, 60, has guided the Astros to
two second-place finishes, losing the divi-

sion race last season in the final week.

The Astros made the postseason four of
five seasons before his arrival from Boston
in November 2001, but have failed to
clinch a playoff berth since then.

into the AllStar  The Astros have been surprisingly
break losers of six of  punchless on offense, ranking only 19th in
their final eight the majors in scoring. Their highly touted

pitching staff has struggled as both Pettitte
and Wade Miller have spent time on the dis-
abled list. And Carlos Beltran hasn't been
the quick fix they expected — the All-Star
center fielder is hm.mg 263,

that the club has loaded up solely for an au-
tumn finish — Beltran is a free agent, Clem-
ens was coaxed out of retirement, Jeff
Kent and Craig Biggio are in the final
years of their contracts and Jeff Bagwell is
nearing the end of his career.

“Time is of the essence here,” Hunsicker
said. “We can’t waste too much time here.”

Angels
unlikely
to acquire
Johnson

BY BILL SHAIKIN
Los Angeles Times

HOUSTON — Anaheim Angels
owner Arte Moreno all but pulled
his team out of the Randy
Johnson derby Tuesday, express-
ing admiration for the five-time
Cy Young Award winner but
pledging to keep the core of his
minor league system intact.

General Manager Bill Stone-
man has long insisted that he
would not trade his top prospects.
Moreno, in his first full season of
ownership after a winter in which
he spent $146 million on free
agents, said he would not order
Stoneman to pursue Johnson, the
ace of the Arizona Diamond-
backs’ staff.

“I won't do that,” Moreno said.
“That’s not the way we’ll do busi-
ness. That won’t come from me.”

Johnson said Monday he would
consider waiving his no-trade
clause to join a World Series con-
tender, with the Boston Red Sox,
New York Mets, New York Yan-
kees, Chicago White Sox and Chi-
cago Cubs among the suitors. The
Los Angeles Dodgers are talking
about a trade with Arizona, but
not necessarily for Johnson.

Moreno called the 40-year-old
Johnson “a Hall of Fame pitcher
and a tremendous pitcher, still,”
but trading for him this season
would add $16 million to the An-
gels’ player payroll next season.
Moreno plans to lower the payroll
from $108 million this year to be-
tween $90 million and $100 mil-
lion next year.

Although Johnson would im-
prove the Angels’ chances to win
this season, Moreno said he does
not want to wreck Stoneman’s
plan to replenish the roster afford-
ably by trading prospects who
might become everyday players
soon. In exchange for Johnson,
the Diamondbacks are believed to

This is serious business

BY JIM SALISBURY
The Philadelphia Inquirer

HOUSTON — Kill it. Keep it.

They have now played two All-Star Games that,
ahem, have counted, and the players and Major
League Baseball still have a hefty difference of opin-
ion over whether the exhibition contest should con-
tinue to determine which league gets home-field ad-
vantage in the World Series.

Commissioner Bud Selig says the matter should
not be open to negotiation.

it
fers to stay away from big-money
players like Randy Johnson, above,
in favor of building through its
minor league system.

have asked the Angels for at least
two of their top three prospects —
third baseman Dallas McPherson,
first baseman Casey Kotchman
and catcher Jeff Mathis.

“One of my commitments is
that we are going to build a cham-
pionship team long term,”
Moreno said. “I don’t think the
right way to do that is to give up
part of our minor league system.”

The Angels do not appear to
have a surplus of overwhelming
major league talent to persuade
the Diamondbacks to trade their
franchise player. Reliever Scot
Shields is attractive, but reserve
outfielder Jeff DaVanon is eligi-
ble for salary arbitration next
year, and disgruntled reliever
Ramon Ortiz carries a $5.5 mil-
lion option.

Dodgers General Manager Paul
DePodesta declined to comment
specifically on Johnson but said
recent events had not affected his
conversations with Arizona Gener-
al Manager Joe Garagiola Jr.

“No, not specifically,” DePodes-
ta said Tuesday. “I have talked to
him recently, but that puts him in
a group of about 15 to 20 GMs.
T've been talking to Joe for a few
weeks.”

The Diamondbacks, with the
worst record in the major
leagues, are uncertain about trad-
ing Johnson but are interested in
trading other veterans, including
infielders Roberto Alomar and
Shea Hillenbrand and outfielders
Danny Bautista and Steve Finley.

the players, who must approve the
concept if it’s going to continue
next season, basically hate the

idea.

“I didn’t like it from Day One,”
said Boston pitcher Curt Schilling.
“I don’t see why it’s so difficult to
be like everyone else and let the
best record dictate home field.”

“Drop it,” said New York Yankees
outfielder Gary Sheffield. “It doesn’t
make a whole lot of sense.”

Schilling and Sheffield are Ameri-
can Leaguers who, come October,
might benefit from Tuesday night's
9-4 victory over the National
League. But that's not about to
change Schilling’s opinion of the cur-
rent all-star setup.

“Home-field advantage is big,” he
said. “I'm sure it would be big in a
place like Boston. But I still don’t
like this.”

Selig has two big slabs of meat on
his plate right now — the relocation
of the Montreal Expos and a tougher
steroid policy. (It appears as if Pete
Rose has slipped off Bud’s plate and
fallen onto the floor. Pete had better
hope the Commish doesn't have a
dog.) Once the Expos get their new
home and the steroid policy is tough-
ened so that it includes a suspension
and public flogging for first-time of-
fenders, Selig must get around to let-
ting everyone know if next years
game in Detroit will have a prize at-
tached or not.

First, he must persuade the players association to
go for it again.

The union will. Grudgingly. But it will.

We would bet on a two-year extension, through
the 2006 season. Not coincidentally, that's how
much longer Fox’s golden-goose broadcast contract
— six years, $2.5 billion — has to run.

“It's Fox’s game and they have a significant
voice,” Schilling said. “I just don’t think people out-
side the game should dictate something with as
‘much impact as this.”

Fox likes the idea of a game that means some-
thing, even if there no evidence that players com-
pete with more intensity — something Selig wanted

Most players dislike that
home-field advantage in the
World Series is decided in the
All-Star Game. But it

help Mariano Rivera or the
New York Yankees last year.

— or managers like Joe Torre say their No. 1 goal is
still to get everyone in the game. That’s where this
whole thing started in the first place. Two years ago,
Torre and Bob Brenly ran out of players in extra in-
nings and the game was declared a tie. Selig took a
lot of heat, and it was undeserved because he wasn’t
the one who ran out of players.

Neither side ran out of players Tuesday night. But
Roger Clemens ran out of magic.

This was his All-Star Game, in his hometown. He
was the Most Valuable Player in 1986, the last time
the game was played in Houston.

This time, he was the Least Valuable Player, giv-
ing up six runs in the first inning.

Selig made it clear Tuesday that Fox wants this
all-star format, and that sponsors like interleague
play. The fans also like interleague play, as atten-
dance figures show. The average attendance for this
year’s interleague games was 33,000. Regular games
have averaged just over 29,000.

“For years, baseball was this dinosaur that didn’t
care what its customers, the fans,
said,” Selig said. “Our broadcast
partners like this (all-star) arrange-
ment. Our advertisers like it. What
am I supposed to do, tell them we
don’t like it? I'm not domg it. Those
days are over in this sport.”

Sheffield scoffed.

“Bud’s looking at popularity,” he
said. “He’s doing a lot of things to get
the public appeal. If people say they
like it, as much flak as he’s taken, he’ll
stay with something people like.”

Most_players hate the concept.
Some, like Florida Marlins third base-
man Mike Lowell, come down some-
where in the middle. That's not sur-
prising, considering Lowell’s Marlins
stared Yankee Stadium in the eye in
October and defeated the home team
and all its pinstriped ghosts to win the
World Series in six games.

Under the old format, the NL
idn't would have had home-field advan-
tage in last year's World Series.
Hank Blalock's game-winning
homer gave home field to the Ameri-

>
%

Lowell didn’t mind being away from home for the
clinching Game 6.

“It’s a better story to celebrate at Yankee Stadium
rather than the hallowed confines of Pro Player Sta-
dium, with all the statues,” he said.

Statues?

“Ithink we have one of Dan Marino,” Lowell dead-

panned.
Still, home-field advantage in the World Series is
important.
Schilling's former, Arizona team showed it in
1. The Anaheim Angels showed it in 2002. Both
teams won Games 6 and 7 at home to win the Series.
Will the home field make a difference in this
year’s World Series?
We'll find out in October.
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Soriano an MVP in own right
after being swapped for one

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Now the Texas
Rangers can say they traded an
MVP for an MVP.

Alfonso Soriano was the other
guy in the deal that sent Alex Rod-
riguez to the New York Yankees
last winter. On Tuesday night, So-
riano became the star of the
All-Star  Game, hitting a
three-run homer off Roger Clem-
ens in the first inning and earning
the Most Valuable Player award
in the American League’s 9-4
win.

“I feel a little sorry because
he’s been nice to me all the time,”
said Soriano, Clemens’ former
teammate on the Yankees.

Because of the trade, A-Rod
and Soriano will be forever
linked, their performances com-
pared, a modern day Ted Will-
iams and Joe DiMaggio.

Soriano, a three-time All-Star
at age 28, hit .289 with 17 homers
and 55 RBISs in the first half, help-
ing the surprising Rangers take a
two-game lead in the AL West

after three years of last-place fin-
ishes with A-Rod.

Rodriguez, an  eight-time
All-Star and the 2003 AL MVP,
hit .270 for the AL East-leading
Yankees with a team-high 22 hom-
ers, 58 RBIs and 18 steals — fine
numbers, but below the even high-
er expectations he created for
himself. He was 1-for-3 with an
RBI triple Tuesday night.

“I think he’s doing his job with
the Yankees and I'm doing my job
in Texas,” Soriano said. “I'm
happy for him, but happy for me,

Sonano 's 343-foot shot off Clem-
ens was his second All-Star
homer following a drive off Dodg-
ers closer Eric Gagne two years
ago. It sailed over the “This One
Counts” banner hanging over the
out-of-town scoreboard on the
short porch in left field and gave
the AL a 6-0 lead.

He followed that with a third-in-
ning single and a fifth-inning
strikeout, going 2-for-3. He also
made a nice pickup on Sammy
Sosa’s third-inning grounder to
second.

“T've seen him do it for several
years,” said former Yankees
teammate Derek Jeter.

Surrounded by his friends, Sori-
ano felt as if he was back in the
Bronx.

“I feel tonight, honest, like 'm
coming back to play for the Yan-
kees,” he said. “Having Joe Torre
[as] manager, Jeter at short,
[Jason] Giambi at first.”

Socks stretched up high and al-
ways ready with a big grin, Sori-
ano was a hit with the Yankees.
His homer in Game 7 of the 2001
World Series put Clemens in posi-
tion to win before Arizona rallied
in the ninth. But for all of Sori-
ano’s neat feats in New York, fans
dwelled on his postseason last Oc-
tober, when he hit .206 with one
homer, nine RBIs and a record 26
strikeouts in 68 at-bats.

When the opportunity arose in
February to acquire Rodriguez,
New York pounced and sent Sori-
ano to the Rangers.

“I think it was a great trade for
Sori because I think the people in
New York lost sight of how inexpe-
rienced he is,” Torre said. “So I

The Rangers’ Alfonso Soriano went 2-for-3 with a three-run homer and
was selected the MVP of the All-Star Game on Tuesday in Houston.

think it was an opportunity for him
to get out, and he seems to have a
smile on his face all the time.”

Fans around the nation re-
sponded to Soriano’s perfor-
mance this season by giving him
the most votes in balloting for the
starting lineup, 3.47 million. And
he rewarded them, becoming the
first top vote-getter to earn the
MVP award since fan balloting re-
sumed in 1970.

He’s only the fourth second
baseman to win it, following Joe
Morgan (1972), Julio Franco
(1990) and Roberto Alomar
(1998). After receiving the trophy
from Commissioner Bud Selig, So-
riano went straight to the inter-
view room and beamed as h]S
mother looked on from
front-row seat.

“Everything is for her,” he
said.

All-Star: Much
anticipated
battery has
little power

ALL-STAR, FROM BACK PAGE

Clemens and Piazza stood a
few feet apart before the team pic-
ture was taken near the hill in cen-
ter field at Minute Maid Park, but
did not speak to each other.

And while winning pitcher
Mark Mulder warmed up with Ro-
driguez, Clemens started getting
ready with a bullpen catcher. Pi-
azza came over and caught just a
couple of pitches before leaving
the bullpen for pregame introduc-
tions.

Before Ramirez hit a two-run
homer on an 0-2 delivery, Clem-
ens and Piazza took several sec-
onds to agree on what to throw.

“We were a little indecisive
there,” Piazza said.

Piazza applauded, however,
when Clemens was honored by
Commissioner Bud Selig in a cere-
mony along the first-base line
after the fourth inning.

Piazza said he spoke with Clem-
ens in the trainer’s room before
the game, going over hitters and
discussing some things the catch-
er described as “personal.”

“It was very amicable,” Piazza
said. “It wasn’t awkward.”

That said, Piazza never went to
the mound while Clemens strug-
gled and sweated. But when
Randy Johnson gave up singles to
Jason Giambi and Jeter in the
third, Piazza walked out to talk
with the Big Unit.

Second baseman Jeff Kent

AP

Boston Red Sox outfielder Manny Ramirez hits a two-run homer in the
first inning of the All-Star Game in Houston on Tuesday.

didn’t help Clemens, his Houston
teammate, by making a two-out
error on Giambi’s grounder in the
first. Jeter followed with a single
and Soriano homered for a 6-0
lead.

It was the biggest outburst in an
All-Star Game since Fred Lynn’s
grand slam highlighted a seven-
run inning for the AL in 1983.

Clemens could only stand there
and signal for a new ball, an em-
barrassed expression on his face.
He still got a nice ovation from As-
tros fans when he struck out Mul-
der with his final pitch of the
evening.

Alex Rodriguez, one of eight
players from the first-place Yan-
kees on the AL roster, hit an RBI
triple in the fourth.

Ortiz, who replaced Ramirez,
homered in the sixth, Boston bop-
pers Ramirez and Ortiz became
the first teammates to connect for
the AL in an All-Star Game since
Cleveland’s Al Rosen and Larry

Doby in 1954.
“We stayed pretty aggressive,
AL manager Joe Torre of the Yan-

finished 3-for-3 after
being elected to his first All-Star
start. At 7-for-10, the Yankees
shortstop has the highest average
of anyone with at least 10 All-Star
at-bats.

Sammy Sosa hit a broken-bat
RBI single off Mulder in the first
inning. Edgar Renteria hit an RBI
double and St. Louis teammate Al-
bert Pujols hit a two-run double
off C.C. Sabathia to make it 7-4.
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Shag-to-Heat trade is finally a done deal

BY STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

MIAMI — The Big Diesel has
gone coast to coast.

The Lakers and Heat finalized
atrade Wednesday sending Shaq-
uille O’'Neal to Miami, with Los
Angeles getting Caron Butler,
Lamar Odom, Brian Grant and a
first-round draft pick.

The deal, ending O'Neal's
eight-year tenure in Los Angeles,
had been on the verge of comple-
tion since Saturday, when he met
with Heat President Pat Riley
and agreed to the trade. NBA at-
torneys approved it hours after
the league’s two-week moratori-
um on player movement ended.

“Today the Miami Heat took a

giant step forward in our contin-
ued pursuit of an NBA champion-
ship,” Riley said in a statement.
“We feel that we have traded for
the best player in the NBA.”

The 7-foot-1, 340-pound O’Neal
transforms into a title threat a fran-
chise that has reached the confer-
ence finals only once in its 16-year
history. The Heat have won one
playoff series in the past four
years and went 42-40 last season.

“I never imagined that we
would acquire Shaquille O'Neal,”
guard Eddie Jones said. “It’s
once-in-a-lifetime trying to get a
player like this guy. It's an unbe-
lievable, unbelievable move.”

O'Neal, 32, is coming off a sea-
son in which he averaged a ca-
reer-low 21.5 points, and he has

missed 15 games each of the past
three seasons with foot and leg inju-
ries. But he’s an 11-time All-Star
with career averages of 27.1
points, 121 rebounds and 2.6
blocks, and he’s moving to the East-
ern Conference, where there’s a
dearth of dominating centers.

“I've always said that wherever
he is, that’s where the balance of
power is,” Indiana Pacers CEO
Donnie Walsh said.

The trade marks a return to
Florida for O’Neal, who began his
NBA career in 1992 with Orlando
and still has a home there. He led
the Magic to the Finals in 1995,
signed with the Lakers as a free
agent in 1996 and helped them
win three NBA titles.

Days after the Lakers lost this

year’s championship series to De-
troit, 0’Neal demanded to be trad-
ed, weary of feuding with Kobe
Bryant and feeling disrespected
by owner Jerry Buss. He’s under
contract for $27.7 million_this
coming season and $30.6 million
in 2005-06.

The Lakers’ most significant ac-
qulsmon is the versatile Odom,
coming off the best season of his
five-year NBA career. He and
Butler were considered corner-
stones in the Heat’s recent re-
building effort, while Grant is a
10-year veteran.

Riley said he was saddened to
part with all three players.

“It disheartens me to see them
leave,” Riley said. “However, you
don’t get many chances to ac-
quire the best player in the

league, and this was a trade I felt
we had to make.”

With the departure of three
starters, Riley will build his team
around O’Neal, Olympian Dwy-
ane Wade and Jones, Miami’s
leading scorer each of the past
four seasons. The Heat will shop
for help at both forward positions
and backup point guard, and free
agents will likely consider Miami
a more appealing option with the
addition of O’Neal.

“Everybody wants to be here
now,” said Jones, who played
with O'Neal in Los Angeles from
1996 to 1998.

Each player involved in the
trade must pass a physical before
joining his new team. O’Neal’s
first appearance in south Florida
is expected to be Tuesday, the
Heat said.

Clippers deal to clear more salary cap room for Kobe

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

When the NBA announced the new sala-
ry cap figure for the upcoming season, the
Los Angeles Clippers found themselves
$11.65 million below it.

Needing another couple million to offer
Kobe Bryant a maximum-salary contract,
the Clippers found a way to do so.

The Clippers traded Melvin Ely and
Eddie House to the expansion Bobcats for

second-round draft picks in 2005 and 2006,
clearing $2.5 million in cap space. In an-
nouncing the deal, Clippers Vice President
Elgin Baylor did not mention Bryant specif-
ically but hinted the team was looking at
“potential opportunities.”

“We began discussions on this transac-
tion in early July, with the goal of creating
salary cap flexibility which would allow us
to take advamage of any potential opportu-
nities,” he said.

Bryant is eligible to receive a starting sal-

ary of almost $14.2 million, 105 percent of
his 2003-04 salary of $13.5 million.
Spokesmen for the Lakers and Clippers
said they had no news to report on what
Bryant might do. And with Bryant continu-
ing to maintain a public silence — his
agent, Rob Pelinka, said “I'm not comment-
ing to the media at this time” — there was
no telling when the 25-year-old might de-
cide where he’ll play next season.
Restricted free agents Mehmet Okur of
Detroit and Carlos Boozer of Cleveland

signed offer sheets with Utah in the hours
after the moratorium expired. The Pistons
and Cavaliers have 15 days to match
Utah's offer, but neither is expected to be-
cause they don’t have enough money under
the salary cap.

Also on Wednesday, center Mark Blount
re-signed with the Boston Celtics, agreeing
to a six-year, $42 million contract.

Phoenix signed free agent guard
Quentin Richardson to an offer sheet, leav-
ing the Clippers with 15 days to match the
$45 million, six-year offer.

Armstrong gains a few seconds;
Frenchman wins on Bastille Day

BY JOHN LEICESTER
The Associated Press

SAINT-FLOUR,
Seven seconds.

That might not seem much. But
in the three-week Tour de
France, the advantage Lance
Armstrong gained over two rivals
‘Wednesday by sprinting to the fin-
ish line of the first mountain stage
could be an important step to-

France —

ward the Texan’s hoped-for
record sixth crown.
At minimum,  Armstrong

struck a psychological blow by
showing that his 32-year-old legs
still have enough zip after the
Tour’s longest stage to outshine
Tyler Hamilton and Roberto
Heras — former teammates rar-
ing to dethrone him.
But Armstrong’s main rival, Jan
Ullrich, wasn’t caught napping.
The German, a Tour winner in
1997 and a five-time runner-up,
stayed with the five-time champi-
on. They finished in the same time.
The glory on Bastille Day went
to Frenchman Richard Virenque,
‘who took his seventh stage victo-
1y of a spotted career with a cou-
rageous solo ride, and French
champion Thomas VoecKler, who
retained the overall lead.
Armstrong still trails Voeckler
by 9 minutes, 35 seconds. The
25-year-old Frenchman dis-
played his resilience by riding to-
ward the front of the main pack
for much of the 147-mile trek

from Limoges and by out-sprint-
ing Armstrong at the finish.

Voeckler placed fifth, Arm-
strong sixth and Ullrich 15th —
the last in a group of 14 riders
who finished together 5 minutes
and 19 seconds behind Viren-
que’s mark of 6 hours, 24 sec-
onds. Other Armstrong rivals
Ivan Basso and Iban Mayo also
finished in that bunch.

Armstrong’s burst of speed on
the uphill finish was to ensure
that riders with him didn’t open a
gap and gain time. In doing so, he
left Hamilton and Heras trailing
in a second group of 36 riders
who finished seven seconds back.

If the Tour is close, that time
may prove precious. The
101-year-old race’s narrowest
winning margin remains Ameri-
can Greg Lemond’s defeat of
Frenchman Laurent Fignon in
1989. Last year, Armstrong beat
Ullrich by just 61 seconds.

“Remember Fignon? He lost by
eight seconds. It can be impor-
tant,” said Johan Bruyneel, sports
director of Armstrong’s U.S. Post-
al Service team.

Overall, Armstrong extended
his advantage over Hamilton to
43 seconds and over Heras to 1
minute, 52 seconds. Ullrich pre-
served his 55-second deficit to
Armstrong.

Hamilton’s team manager Urs
Freuler said the 33-year-old from
Marblehead, Mass., was poorly

91st TOUR DE FRANCE

Downbhill drop

Starting where the last stage
finished, this trip from Saint-Flour
to Figeac drops 2,729 feet from
its highest point to the finish.
Stage 11
Thursday, July 15

0_100mi
—
0 100 km

Saint-Flour

Cotede  Figeac

22308  Montsalyy 805.2
feet 23925
0 101.68

Cote de Maurs 986.7 mies
Thérondels 3,135

Source: Tour de France AP

positioned in the final stretch,
“which is why a few seconds
were lost.”

In a taste of their expected bat-
tles to come in the harder
Pyrenees and Alps, Armstrong

and Ullrich led the main pack up

the hardest of nine climbs
Wednesday — a 3.5-mile ascent
of Le Puy Mary, in the Massif
Central region of central France.

While the climb and the stage
were the hardest so far, Bruyneel
said it was too early to tell wheth-
er the Texan is stronger than his
challengers.

Armstrong “looked good and
sounded good on the radio,”
Bruyneel said. “It was a hard
climb ... but still very far from the
finish of the race, so we can’t really
know now who is good and bad.”

Armstrong was called for a dop-
ing test after the stage and did not
talk to reporters.

After the
10th
stage,
five-time
defending
champion
Lance
Arm-
strong,
right, still
trails
overall
leader
Thomas
Voeckler,
left, by 9
minutes,
35 sec-
onds.
Armstrong
held a
55-second
lead over
top rival
Jan Ullrich.
AP

Meanwhile, Virenque moved
closer to his goal: to become the
first seven-time winner of the
polka-dot jersey as best climber.

Despite his involvement in a
1998 doping scandal, Moroc-
co-born Virenque is admired for
his climbing panache and was
cheered by hundreds of thou-
sands of people lining the route.
He became the 14th Frenchman
since World War II to win on
Bastille Day and the first since
Laurent Jalabert in 2001.

Virenque dedicated his victory
to a friend who died two days ear-
lier and his grandmother who
died in June.

See results on Page 26.
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Phelps yields spotlight to Crocker, Hall

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

LONG BEACH, Calif. — Micha-
el Phelps sure doesn’t look so un-
beatable now.

For the second straight day,
Phelps touched the wall second at
the U.S. Olympic swimming trials
— beaten Tuesday by another
world-record performance.

Tan Crocker eclipsed his own
mark in the 100-meter butterfly
to edge Phelps, whose quest to
break Mark Spitz’s record of
seven Olympic gold medals ap-
pears more daunting than ever
after 17 races over the past week.

“I've never been under that
kind of stress in a meet before,”
Phelps said. “I'm very relieved
it's over.”

If he thinks this was bad, just
wait until the Olympics. Ian Thor-
pe and the rest of the world’s top
swimmers will be waiting, eager
to deny Phelps his place in histo-

ry.

Speaking of Athens, Gary Hall
Jr. will be on hand to defend his
title as the world’s fastest Olym-
pic swimmer after beating rival
Jason Lezak in the SO freestyle.
But Brooke Bennett is done, fail-
ing to earn a chance to win her
third straight gold in the 800 free.

Crocker led at the turn and
withstood a challenge coming
down the stretch, touching the
wall in 50.76 seconds — the sixth
world record of the trials. Phelps
finished in 51.15, the fourth-fast-
est time in history but not fast
enough.

“He definitely took me out in
the first 50,” Phelps said. “I was
too far behind and couldn’t play
catch-up.”

Aaron Peirsol beat Phelps in the
200 backstroke final Monday —
also setting a world record. Crock-
er’s time beat the mark of 50.98 he
set during last year’s world cham-
pionships in Barcelona.

Hall will be trying to win his
second straight gold in the S0
free, having tied Anthony Ervin

AP

lan Crocker celebrates his world record in the 100-meter butterfly with
Michael Phelps in the background at the U.S. Olympic trials. Crocker
won with a time of 50.76 and Phelps took second with a time of 51.15.

at Sydney four years ago. Hall
equaled the sixth-fastest time in
history at 21.91, while Lezak
touched second in 22.05.

Their rivalry was spurred on
by trash-talking and other antics
by Hall, Lezak and their represen-
tatives. But the two seemed to get
along just fine after the 50, shak-
ing hands and exchanging smiles.

“There’s nothing between us in
the first place,” said Lezak, who
beat Hall in the 100 free. “We're
both here to do a job. I did the job
1 was looking to do and I'm sure
he’s happy with what he did.”

Ever the showman, Hall
climbed atop a starting block and
bowed to the cheering crowd.
Then, still dripping wet and wear-
ing nothing but his suit, he
walked into the stands to hug his
wife. Later, he strolled around the
deck wearing a stars-and-stripes
boxing robe, in keeping with his
belief that the S0 is like a heavy-
weight fight.

“I just wanted to get to the
other end of the pool,” Hall said.
“Last one there is a rotten egg.”

Hall has eight sprinting and
relay medals from the past two

Gary Hall poses before winning
the 50-meter freestyle at the U.S.
Olympic swim trials.

Olympics. He'll have a chance to
add to that haul in Athens, becom-
ing part of the first father-son duo
to both qualify for three Olym-
pics.

Bennett, who succeeded Janet
Evans as the queen of American
distance swimming, finished
third behind Diana Munz and
Kalyn Keller in the 800 free to
miss a spot on the Olympic team.

Bennett won the 800 at Atlanta
and pulled off a 400-800 double at
Sydney four years ago. But she
hasn’t been the same swimmer
since undergoing surgery on both
shoulders in 2001, struggling just
to get out of the preliminaries.

] gave it a good fight,” Bennett
said

Mum, the 400 silver medalist
in Sydney, won a great sprint to
the wall in 8:26.06, barely edging
Keller (8:26.33). Bennett was
third at 8:29.39 — her best time
since surgery but nearly 10 sec-
onds slower than the winning
time in Sydney.

‘While Phelps became the first
U.S. swimmer to qualify in six in-
dividual events at the Olympics,
the past two days cast serious

doubts on his quest to break
Spitz’s record, set in the 1972 Mu-
nich Games.

Phelps decided on Wednesday
to drop the 200-meter backstroke
and swim five individual events.
He qualified for at least one relay
and also wants to swim the other
two, which would still give him a
chance to surpass Spif

“We decided to save “the back-
stroke for another opportunity
sometime down the road,” Phelps
said. “We wanted to do the best
program e felt the most confi-
dent wi

Crocker established his su-
premacy in the 100 butterfly with
an upset of Phelps IN the 2003
world championships. Both swim-
mers_eclipsed Phelps’ previous
world record on that night — a
race that prompted Phelps to put
up a picture of Crocker in his bed-
room as extra motivation.

It didn’t help at the trials,
‘where Phelps swam the last of his
17 races during a grueling, week-
long stretch.

“Michael is a phenomenal
swimmer and he's trying to do
something really special,” Crock-
er said. “He is attracting attention
to this sport we haven't had in a
long time and it's a healthy
thing.”

Then again, he’s hardly the
only swimmer at these trials
worth noticing.

Brendan Hansen set two world
records in the breaststroke, while
Peirsol, Crocker and Amanda
Beard have as many as Phelps.

“Brendan Hansen, Aaron Peir-
sol and myself deserve similar at-
tention,” Crocker said.

The 21-year-old Maine native
laid down a challenge to Phelps,
vowing to take the world record
even lower in Athens.

promise,” Crocker said.

Margaret Hoeltzer won the 200
backstroke in 2:11.88, benefiting
from the absence of American
record-holder Natalie Coughlin.
She skipped the event to focus on
the 100 freestyle and 100 back-
stroke.

Usually quiet Johnson compares USADA to Gestapo

BY BoB BAUM
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Allen Johnson
usually is a quiet champion.

His victories in the 110-meter hurdles
have become almost routine, and he has
evolved into one of the senior leaders of
U.S. track and field.

So his pointed criticism of the U.S.
Anti-Doping Agency seemed out of charac-
ter this week at the U.S. Olympic track and
field trials.

“It's almost like USADA is the Gestapo,
some Nazi organization that's just out to
ban as many athletes as they possibly can,”
Johnson said. “The doping system that the
athletes are under right now, it needs to be
fixed.”

He feels the susplcmn that has fallen on
Marion Jones is not right.

“It’s not fair to drag somebody through
the mud because of who they’ve fallen in
love with,” Johnson said, referring to
Jones’ boyfriend Tim Montgomery. Jones
took last year off to have the couple’s son.

USADA wants Montgomery and three
other track athletes banned from the sport

for life. None of the four has tested posi-
tive, but USADA has accused them of dop-
ing offenses based on evidence gathered in
the criminal probe of the Bay Area Labora-
tory Cooperative. USADA also has lowered
the standard of conviction from “beyond a
reasonable doubt” to a “comfortable assur-
ance” by all those on the arbitration panel.
The lower standards, however, may not be
used in the four pending cases.

Jones, who already has failed to make
the team in the 100 meters and competes
in the long jump final Thursday night, has
not been accused of wrongdoing by
USADA. She remains under investigation,
despite her vehement denials of ever using
banned substances.

“I think USADA should be on the side of
the athletes, do more as far as educating
the athletes what the rules are, how the
rules work, how the whole process works,”
Johnson said. “I was always under the im-
pression that USADA was an ally of mine.
Looking at the way things are going now,
USADA is in the business of promoting
themselves, and the athletes and every-
body else is on the other side.”

Reminded that USADA was created to

be an independent body, Johnson said,
“You can be independent, but at the same
time you can still help the athletes out as
far as educating us on how everything
works.”

Nobody is accusing Johnson of anything
beyond running very fast for a long time.

He is a four-time world champion and
the 1996 Olympic gold medalist. Eight
years after he set the American record of
12.92 — one-hundredths of a second off the
world mark — Johnson has the world lead-
ing time of 13.05. In fact, he owns five of
the top seven times in the event this year.

The other two belong to Chinese sensa-
tion Liu Xiang, who turns 21 on Thursday.
Johnson edged Liu in a photo finish July 2
in Rome.

“Thad a bad start, but I recovered in the
fifth hurdle. In Athens, everything is possi-
ble, even beating Allen Johnson,” Liu said
at the time.

Johnson, who also has a gold medal from
the 1997 1,600-meter relay, is impressed
by the young Chinese hurdler.

“I don’t see too many flaws in his race
technically,” Johnson said. “So he’s not
going to make a mistake. He’s almost per-
fect. That’s why he’s so difficult to beat.

“I think I'm a little bit quicker. I think I
can get out of the blocks a little quicker
than he can, but his finish is definitely bet-
ter than mine.”

Before he can worry about Liu, Johnson
must finish in the top three in the trials,
where his chief rivals are Larry Wade and
2000 Olympic silver medalist Terrence
Trammell. Wade beat Johnson last month
in the Prefontaine Classic.

Preliminaries in the 110 hurdles are Sat-
urday, with the finals on Sunday.

Four years ago, Johnson was hampered
by injuries and knocked down all 10 hur-
dles in the Olympic final. He has been
thinking about Athens ever since, return-
ing to win the world championships in
2001 and 2003.

But even though he will be 37 when the
Beijing Games come around, Johnson has
no use for those who might call this his
Olympic farewell.

“This will not be my last hurrah. This
will not be my last Olympics,” he said. “It’s
probably my second-to-last, though. I'm
still running extremely well. There’s still
not anybody in the world who can run fast-
er than me. Why quit?”
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Tough U.S. trials run shows

Spitz won't

| Phelps his quest to surpass

be easy, Page 31

Rocket lit up at All-Star bash

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Roger Clemens
was all set for a homecoming

ash.

Instead, it turned into an
All-Star bust.

Left with a pained look on his
face after MVP Alfonso Soriano
and Manny Ramirez homered,
Clemens was long
gone by the time
the American
League finished
off its 9-4 victory
over the National
League on Tues-
day night.

“I put our guys
in a hole,” Clem-
ens said.

And how.

With a sellout
crowd at Minute
Maid Park cheer-
ing for him before
the first pitch, and
an in-game trib-
ute already sched-

first inning.

The Houston Astros ace certain-
ly couldn’t blame his catcher.

Feuding with Mike Piazza for
four years, Clemens was forced to
work with his nemesis this time.
Piazza put down a series of sig-
nals and let the six-time Cy
‘Young winner pick.

“Basically, I just try to roll
through it. He stops me at what
he wants to throw,” Piazza said.

" It didn’t work too well for Clem-

Texas Rangers’ Alfonso Soriano, center, is congratulated by former N.Y. Yankees teammate Derek Jeter, left, ens. Because after Muhammad
after Soriano’s three-run homer in the first inning of Tuesday’s All-Star Game against Houston Astros pitcher Ali playfully jabbed at Derek

Roger Clemens. In foreground is Seattle Mariners’ Ichiro Suzuki. Soriano was the game’s MVP.

Jeter during first-ball festivities,

uled, Clemens Roger Clemens gave up six
gave up a record runs in the first inning of the T feel a little
ix runs in the American League’s 9-4 win. sorry because he’s

AL blasts Astros ace
en route to 9-4 victory

the slugging really started.

David Ortiz also homered and
Jeter got three more hits as the
Americans romped to their sev-
enth straight win, not including
the infamous tie in 2002. They
closed their overall deficit to
40-33-2 and clinched home-field
advantage in the World Series for
the third year in a row.

Ichiro Suzuki led off the game
with a double,
Tvan  Rodriguez
followed with a tri-
ple and the rout
was on. The Amer-
icans reduced the
41-year-old Rock-
et to a batting
practice  pitcher,
‘becoming the first
team in All-Star
history to hit for
the cycle in an in-

ning.
Soriano’s  sec-
ond All-Star

homer  was

three-run shot off
Clemens, his
former teammate.

been nice to me
all the time,” the Texas second
baseman said.

Much of the pregame buildup
centered on the checkered past
between Clemens and Piazza. Cle-
mens beaned the New York Mets
catcher in the 2000 regular sea-
son at Yankee Stadium, then
threw the jagged barrel of a bro-
ken bat toward him in the World
Series.

Even prior to the first pitch, it
was clear their feud was still sim-
mering.

SEE ALL-STAR ON PAGE 29
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a stage winner
on Bastille Day;
Armstrong
holds his
ground as Tour
moves into
mountains
Page 30

O’Neal era
over in L.A.

pull trigger
on deal
with Heat
for players,
draft pick
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Floundering
Astros look
to Garner

to lead
/4 ‘\ second-half
surge after
firing
Williams
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